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[bookmark: _Toc190098684]OPENING OF MEETING:

The Chair opened the meeting with prayer and acknowledged the traditional custodians, and then proceeded with the business set out in the Agenda.

Chair:	I declare the meeting open. 
	I remind all Councillors of your obligations to declare prescribed and/or declarable conflicts of interest, where relevant and the requirement of such to remove yourself from the Council Chamber for debate and voting, where applicable. 
	Councillors, I would also like to acknowledge and welcome Council’s new CEO, Kerrie Freeman. Who will be attending Council meetings from time to time. 

[bookmark: _Toc190098685]APOLOGIES:

Chair:	Are there any apologies? 
	Councillor GIVNEY. 
320/2024-25
An apology was submitted on behalf of Councillors Lisa ATWOOD and Julia DIXON, and they were granted leave of absence from the meeting on the motion of Councillor Alex GIVNEY, seconded by Councillor Greg ADERMANN.


[bookmark: _Toc190098686]MINUTES:

Chair:	Confirmation of minutes please. 
321/2024-25
[bookmark: Text61]The Minutes of the 4754 (Special) meeting held on 10 December 2024, copies of which had been forwarded to each Councillor, were presented, taken as read and confirmed on the motion of Councillor Alex GIVNEY, seconded by Councillor Greg ADERMANN.


[bookmark: _Toc190098687]PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:

Chair:	Councillors I would like to call on Ms Catherine Isaac who will address the Chamber today on early pregnancy loss. Please proceed, Ms Isaac. 
	Thank you, you have 5 minutes. When you’re ready, please start. 

Ms Catherine Isaac – Early Pregnancy Loss

Ms Catherine Isaac:	Madam Chair, LORD MAYOR and Councillors. Thank you for the opportunity to speak today and a special thank you to Councillor COLLIER for her ongoing support and inviting me here to share about this sensitive issue.
My name is Catherine Isaac and I’m the founder of Two Souls Co. Today I would like to shed light on a deeply personal and often overlooked issue, how women in our communities experience early pregnancy loss at home. Highlighting the need for compassionate resources and accessible and clear information on what can be done with the baby’s remains. 
	When a woman experiences a pregnancy loss between 5 to 13 weeks gestation, she may be sent home to deliver the baby with or without the assistance of medication. Following diagnosis of their loss, many women return home with little to no guidance on what to expect. They are often unprepared for the reality of passing their baby at home. Which, from my experience, can be both physically distressing and emotionally traumatising. 
	Historically there have been no practical resources to help women collect and care for their baby’s remains. In this absence they are left with no choice but to flush their baby’s remains. This can be deeply traumatic, leaving many with lingering grief, regret and a lack of closure. 
	As a consequence of my experience delivering my baby at home, the Soul Collection Kit was curated to provide a compassionate, dignified option for families. It allows them to collect their baby’s remains in a way that offers them the choice of how to honour their loss, provides closure and a sense of control when all else feels lost. 
	A midwife recently shared that only because of the Soul Collection Kit does she now fully inform families about what to expect when delivering at home. Highlighting a critical gap in existing support. Pregnancy loss is not just a physical event, it can have lasting psychological impacts. Research and lived experience has shown that women who feel their loss was dismissed or not acknowledged, often experience prolonged grief and distress. 
	The ability to choose how to handle their baby’s remains plays an important role in their emotional recovery. The Soul Collection Kit provides a tangible way to support women’s mental health during this vulnerable time. Aligning with the principles of the National Women’s Health Strategy which emphasises compassionate women-centred care. 
	Once a woman has collected her baby’s remains, the next challenge is figuring out what to do next, particularly regarding burial options. As there are no legal requirements for a loss prior to 20 weeks’ gestation, the Queensland Clinical Guidelines on Early pregnancy loss outline 3 options for managing remains. The last of which is burial on private property, provided there are no prohibiting local Council requirements. 
	This final point raised an important question. What are the local Council requirements for burial on private property? In my own journey to seek answers, I reached out to Brisbane City Council, whereby no one could answer my question. I then contacted my local State Member and after a long wait met with the Director of Clinical Excellence, Queensland to clarify what information is, or isn’t, available. 
	It turns out that of the 77 Councils in Queensland, some have regulations on private burials, others do not. This information is not uniform and incredibly difficult to find. If this was so difficult for me, imagine how impossible it is for a grieving family to navigate this alone and this is why I’m here today. As the leaders of our city, in addition to asking for your assistance in raising awareness about the resources now available for health professionals and women experiencing loss. Can we please work together to make information on burial regulations easily accessible for families in Brisbane?
	I’m working towards developing more resources for bereaved families and would appreciate any suggestions on raising funds to support this. Losing a baby is heartbreaking and the way we support families through this experience can make a world of difference. I believe we have the opportunity and responsibility to provide women in our communities with compassionate guidance and dignified options, including the Soul Collection Kit. 
	I appreciate your time and consideration and I welcome discussions on how we can work together to improve support for bereaved families in Brisbane. 
Councillor interjecting. 
Chair:	Thank you, Ms Isaac. 
[bookmark: _Hlk189832552]	I would now like to call upon Councillor HOWARD to respond. 

Response by Councillor Vicki HOWARD, Civic Cabinet Chair of the Community and the Arts Committee

Councillor HOWARD:	Thank you, Ms Isaac, could I call you Catherine, is that okay? Thank you. I met you very briefly outside and I’d like to have further conversations with you. What you’ve done here today is extremely brave and we are so appreciative that you can take the time and that you have done what you have done to raise this awareness. Because I have to admit that I was very ignorant of a lot of what you’ve said today. 
	So that is why these sessions are so very important. I thank Councillor COLLIER for inviting you to attend and to brief all of the Councillors, who are members of the community and who will be able to assist, I’m sure, with some of the important messages that you have given us today. It is an absolute trauma situation and I know that it is something that is incredibly brave for you to do what you have done and we really appreciate that you have put that effort. 
I notice that you also talk to health providers, which I think, again, a lot of times we go to our GPs looking for that advice and often they don’t have that sort of information. So I think it’s an absolutely amazing thing that you’re doing. Really appreciate—and I’ve had a look at your website so I know that there’s some terribly valuable information there. I really sort of want to say to you once again, thank you for coming in. Thank you for sharing the information. 
We will definitely look at the situation that you raised about the local laws and I will take the opportunity to meet with you after this meeting and with the relevant Council officers to work out what we can do to assist. Thank you very much. 
Chair:	Thank you, Councillor HOWARD and thank you Ms Isaac for coming in and speaking with us today. 
	I’d just like to take a moment acknowledge former Councillor Matthew Bourke in the Gallery as well and welcome him to the Chamber. 
Councillors interjecting. 

[bookmark: _Toc190098688]QUESTION TIME:

Chair:	Are there any questions of the LORD MAYOR or a Civic Cabinet Chair of any of the Standing Committees? 
	Councillor WOLFF. 
Question 1
Councillor WOLFF:	Thank you, Madam Chair. My question is to the Chair of the Transport Committee, Councillor MURPHY. 
	Councillor MURPHY, after much anticipation and many years of work, the Brisbane Metro commenced permanent services last week from UQ (University of Queensland) to the Royal Brisbane and Women’s Hospital. Can you please update the Chamber on how Metro 2 is already keeping Brisbane moving?
Councillor interjecting. 
Chair:	Councillor MURPHY. 
Councillor MURPHY:	Well, thank you, Madam Chair, and thanks to Councillor WOLFF for the question. It’s great to have one of the founding fathers of Brisbane Metro up in the Gallery to hear the answer for this question, because Brisbane Metro is here and the future of public transport in Brisbane has arrived. 
	Last Tuesday I was very proud to join the LORD MAYOR and fellow Councillors, local and national media, for—and, of course, many excited bus nuts as well—for the commencement of M2. It was a very early start, 4am, Madam Chair, but there was no shortage of enthusiasm for what is the biggest change and improvement to Brisbane’s bus network in 25 years. 
Councillor interjecting. 
Councillor MURPHY:	Brisbane Metro has permanently arrived in Brisbane. The M2 now replaces route 66, moving passengers between the RBWH (Royal Brisbane and Women's Hospital) and UQ. What a launch it was, Madam Chair. The LORD MAYOR did also announce that each of our new Metro vehicles would be named after something or someone iconic to Brisbane. Our very first Metro has been named after Sport Australia Hall of Famer, a 3-time Broncos Club Player of the Year, Clive Churchill Medallist and NRL (National Rugby League) legend, Darren Lockyer. 
Councillors interjecting. 
Councillor MURPHY:	The 4-time Broncos Grand Final player joined us in the early hours of Tuesday morning and, dare I say, he is quite the fan, Madam Chair. Talking to the media he said it was an honour to have the first Metro named after him and that this project is reflective of the city’s growth and will provide more access to public transport for residents. He even said that it would encourage him and his kids to use public transport. You cannot get a better endorsement than that, Madam Chair. 
	Even if you aren’t Darren Lockyer you are right to be excited about the Brisbane Metro starting. These fully electric buses are now able to carry 170 passengers at once. The introduction of M2 services boosts capacity over and above route 66 by up to 3.4 million seats a year. This figure will only continue to grow as we continue with the staged implementation of Brisbane Metro and Brisbane’s new bus network. 
	This start of Brisbane Metro would, of course, not be possible without the hugely successful trial in route 169 in October 2024. Not only did this help us to prepare for the start of M2, but it also allowed us to showcase the achievement of 94% on‑time running and 4.3 out of 5 customer satisfaction rating. These are the most advanced buses in the world, Madam Chair, and we needed to ensure that they were ready for operation in our city’s very specific climatic conditions. The 169 trial allowed us to identify opportunities to improve the bus and how we use it moving forward. 
	Of course Brisbane Metro is purpose built for Brisbane and bus rapid transit is the only way, as the LORD MAYOR always says, to move our city from public transport to mass transit ahead of the 2032 Games. The newly launched M2 runs at 5-minute peak intervals, servicing 12 stops, 2 universities, 3 hospitals, the Cultural Centre and the CBD. 
	But the M2 isn’t the only new service introduced last Tuesday. We also had the staged implementation of Brisbane’s new bus network, 9 new school routes introduced just in time for the start of the school year and 17 routes that were improved following feedback from school communities. I know Councillor WOLFF, your community is over the moon about these changes, particularly the introduction of the S716 for Indooroopilly residents. 
	That’s not the only change though, Madam Chair. The dual naming of City Hall/King George Square ahead of its permanent transition to City Hall Station also took effect on Tuesday. The renaming of King George Square Station to City Hall Station will make it a lot easier for visitors to our city to know where to go to get one of the Metros in the busway. It also aligns City Hall Station with naming conventions of other Australian and international cities. 
	But last Tuesday’s launch, as we know, is just the beginning for Brisbane Metro. Metro will just keep getting better over the course of 2025. In the second quarter of this year, we’ll move to Stage 3, the M1 service will replace bus routes 111 and 160, running at 5-minute frequencies between Eight Mile Plains and Roma Street. 
	Brisbane’s new bus network will also be implemented alongside the M1 service. This is where we’ll start to take buses out of the CBD, decongesting the CBD and leading to more reliable trips across the city. This stage of Metro includes 5 new bus routes, 4 new all-day services, 12 combined bus routes, 3 divided routes and capacity for an additional 55,000 students to UQ, QUT (Queensland University of Technology) and Griffith Universities. It’s also where we’ll introduce 24-hour weekend travel. 
	Thank you so much, Madam Chair, to the project team, Transport for Brisbane and all our magnificent bus drivers, for getting us to this milestone. Brisbane Metro will only continue to get better through 2025 and I very much look forward—
Chair:	Councillor MURPHY—
Councillor MURPHY:	—for the opportunity—
Chair:	—your time has expired. 
Councillor MURPHY:	Thank you, Madam Chair. 
Chair:	Further speakers. 
	Councillor COLLIER. 
Question 2
Councillor COLLIER:	Thanks very much, Chair. My question is to the LORD MAYOR. 
	LORD MAYOR on 9 December last year you secretly approved Councillor ADAMS’ travel to Japan for the 40th anniversary of the Kobe‑Brisbane Sister City relationship and for World Expo 2025 Osaka. Is Councillor ADAMS still going on this ratepayer funded junket now she’s a backbencher and likely exiting Council for a cushy job? 
Chair:	LORD MAYOR. 
LORD MAYOR:	Well, Councillor COLLIER, it’s so secret, that you know all about it. So it’s a secret report which was released about a week later. This is where we see, time and time again, you cannot rely on what comes out of the mouth of this Opposition. Now—
Councillor interjecting. 
Chair:	Councillors. 
	Just one moment, LORD MAYOR. 
LORD MAYOR:	Yes. 
Chair:	Just a reminder to all Councillors on both sides to be silent while a Councillor is on their feet. 
	LORD MAYOR. 
LORD MAYOR:	Now we’re having an important milestone in the relationship with our Sister City of Kobe this year. 
Councillor interjecting. 
LORD MAYOR:	This is something that—
Chair:	LORD MAYOR, one moment please. 
	Councillor JOHNSTON I just finished asking Councillors to please remain quiet while another Councillor is on their feet. If you have a question you will get your turn. 
	LORD MAYOR. 
LORD MAYOR:	This is something—the relationship with Kobe is something that I would imagine extends beyond politics. It extends beyond party boundaries and it’s something that we all support. Certainly those claims have been made in this very place in recent times. So given that, I think it is appropriate that our city is represented in this visit. 
	Now, this visit will also involve a reciprocal visit from the City of Kobe to Brisbane during the year as well. So the agreement has been made that we will be represented in Kobe and that Kobe will be represented in Brisbane, with a visit. 
	When this particular submission was approved, it was appropriate that the Deputy Mayor was attending. The Deputy Mayor at the time has since resigned and Councillor ADAMS will not be attending that trip, I can confirm. I will be offering this opportunity to the new Deputy Mayor to step in and take that. Obviously, without pre-empting what’s going to happen today, we obviously then have to have that discussion. 
	But I think it’s really important that our city is represented in Kobe to celebrate this milestone and I would very much like to see the new Deputy Mayor attend to that visit. 
Councillors interjecting. 
Chair:	Further questions. 
	Councillor TOOMEY. 
Councillors interjecting. 
Question 3
Councillor TOOMEY:	Yes, I’m here, I’m here, I’m here, thank you. Thank you, Councillor JOHNSTON. Madam Chairman, my question is to the Chair of the Infrastructure Committee, Councillor WINES. 
	Councillor WINES can you please update the Chamber on how the Schrinner Council is keeping Brisbane moving with projects like the now completed first part of the Beams Road upgrade? 
Chair:	Councillor WINES. 
Councillor WINES:	Thank you, Madam Chair, and thank you to Councillor TOOMEY for his question and his keen and ongoing interest. Can I thank him for his support in this matter but also thank you to you and your work in your community to be able to deliver the first stage of what is going to be a transformative project to that east-west corridor in that Carseldine, Taigum area. 
	So as you and I journeyed to the location the day that—the lights that would be turned on that replace the roundabout at Dorville and Beams. That night those lights were turned on—the final remnants of the roundabout were removed, the lights were switched on. That was a landmark moment for, of course, Beams—what we, among ourselves, call Beams 1a. 
	I can assure this Council that we have also gone to tender on Beams 1b. We have had good interest in that and will be preparing to engage a contract with a provider for the Stage 1b very, very soon. 
	Now, most Councillors would know that Beams Road has long been one of our most congested corridors, and for a road that’s effectively a straight road with relatively few entry points, it does have a surprisingly high number of collisions that require hospitalisations. The vast number of those are, of course, bumper to bumper from people stopping unexpectedly, oftentimes as a result of a person taking their chances on the roundabout we were discussing earlier. 
	So now that roundabout has been removed, the road has been widened, the cyclists have their own dedicated space, separate to the roadway, and it provides a safer and more efficient road use for all road users. Now, as Councillors should recall, the first stage that we’re discussing today is between Lacey Road and Balcara Avenue, Carseldine. 
	So Balcara—see it’s still hard. So for those of us who remember the Belcarra years, still hard to spit it out—but of course that’s where the Carseldine clock tower shops are on Balcara Avenue. Of course, Lacey Road is a key north-south link from Beams Road up to, I want to say Telegraph Road. So those 2 markers are key to this area. 
	Now, at the Balcara point, that is there the Council work will interlink with the State’s open level crossing removal project. Credit to the State, that project is coming along very well and I look forward to its completion. 
	Now the highlights of this particular project are many. I think it’s important to credit our team for being able to bring this project in. We had hoped to bring it in on 19 December but unseasonable rain in November and December meant that we turned the lights on rather on 20 January. But each and every day 20,000 commuters use that corridor. To be able to expand and remove bottlenecks poses a real opportunity for commuters to improve the access through that community. 
	A lot of the work that we do often is what I would call radial work. But this is an important orbital link. So future stages will, of course, be considered at the conclusion of 1b. 
	Now, as I said earlier, for a road that’s effectively a straight east-west link, there was an unusually high level of collisions. So on that point, between 2015 and September ‘23 there were 75 crashes recorded along the corridor. Of those, 42 collisions occurred at intersections and 33 were rear end crashes, bumper to bumper, as I was saying before. So this project should significantly reduce the incidents of accidents like that. 
	Can I recognise the more than 1,100 workers who contributed more than 40,000 hours of work to this project. It is a significant piece of work and also one of the main features and something that we often talk about in this place, is how underground services can significantly alter and extend the duration of a project. Also they can interfere—if they’re wrongly placed, can provide a while range of issues, whether they interfere with traffic or are expensive to access. 
	But as part of this project all of the underground services have been put together in a corridor outside the roadway, parallel south of the road. So whether that be communications, whether that be water, whether that be electricity, are underground in an accessible place. That means that when we need to upgrade those services—or other levels of government upgrade those services in the future—it will be cheaper, easier and won’t interfere with the use of the road. 
Chair:	Councillor WINES, your time has expired. 
	Councillor MASSEY. 
Question 4
Councillor MASSEY:	Thank you, Chair. My question is for Councillor HOWARD. 
	Councillor HOWARD, under your leadership we’ve seen significant cuts to vital community services, including First 5 Forever program, library services and community development teams. Most recently, the Inclusive Brisbane Plan 2019‑2029 has been scaled back. By scaled back, what I mean is this plan is being ended forward, leaving the team severely reduced and without an active program or program officers. 
Councillor interjecting. 
Councillor MASSEY:	How are you going to ensure the quality of life for residents most impacted by your cuts, such as people with disabilities and seniors, will not be reduced? 
Chair:	Councillor HOWARD. 
Councillor HOWARD:	Well, thank you, Madam Chair, and I rise to answer this question with a little bit of confusion, because I’m not at all sure that what Councillor has said is accurate. But I will look into it and I will—
Councillors interjecting. 
Chair:	One moment, Councillor HOWARD. 
Councillor HOWARD:	I think I’ve got 5 minutes to answer. 
Chair:	Councillors, I’ve already reminded you to remain quiet while Councillors are on their feet speaking. 
	So if you can show them that respect, Councillor JOHNSTON. 
	Councillor—
Councillor HOWARD:	So some of the things that Councillor MASSEY has just mentioned is something that—there’s changes within Council all the time, but access and inclusion is the number one thing that the Schrinner Council is committed to. 
Councillors interjecting. 
Councillor HOWARD:	Access and inclusion has been the number one thing that previous Administrations have been committed to. Without previous Administrations’ active work in this area, we would not have the city that we have now. Through you, Madam Chair—it’s very difficult, Madam Chair, when there seems to be so much interruption. 
	So through you, Madam Chair, the Access and Inclusion program—there is a blueprint for us to deliver the services that are delivered each and every day through this Council. I want to pay tribute to all of the Council officers that—
Councillors interjecting. 
Chair:	One moment, Councillor HOWARD. 
	Councillor GRIFFITHS, you are showing unsuitable meeting conduct and I ask you to stop. 
	Councillor HOWARD. 
Councillor HOWARD:	Thank you. So, Madam Chair, through you, of course we have been making sensible savings right across the Council. 
Councillors interjecting. 
Councillor HOWARD:	Those sensible savings have seen this Council still—
Councillor MASSEY:	Point of order, Chair. 
Chair:	One moment, Councillor HOWARD. 
	Point of order, Councillor MASSEY. 
Councillor MASSEY:	Thank you, Chair. The question was how are you going to ensure the quality of life for residents impacted by your cuts, such as people with disabilities and seniors, will not be reduced? 
Chair:	Thank you, Councillor MASSEY, I don’t uphold your point of order. Councillor HOWARD is attempting to answer the question while being interrupted and heckled. If you would like to hear the answer, it’s probably best that you all remain quiet and listen. 
	Councillor HOWARD. 
Councillor HOWARD:	Thank you, Madam Chair. Well, right now there are a whole lot of seniors who are downstairs enjoying a free concert. The Lord Mayor’s City Hall Concerts that are held every Tuesday between February and November and attract a great number of seniors, who absolutely enjoy all of the things that this Council provides, not only to seniors but to anybody who wishes to come into that concert. We also have free public transport for our seniors. 
	These are things that the Schrinner Council has introduced, not those on the other side. Not anyone else on that other side that are sort of interpreting and making sort of the assertion that we don’t look after people with disabilities and seniors. That is just such a nonsense. This Council is committed to access and inclusion. We are committed to our seniors, we are committed to making the city a better place. 
	I think, through you, Madam Chairman, it would behove Councillor MASSEY that she take a look at the programs that are being delivered. It’s something that we are—absolutely proud of the work that we do with people with disabilities and also with our seniors. 
	We have just come through the end of the year where we’ve had many, many activities that are not only for our seniors but for our children in school holidays. We have activities that include everybody across the city. I look forward to continuing to provide those services to all of the citizens of Brisbane. 
Chair:	Further questions. 
	Councillor PARRY. 
Question 5
Councillor PARRY:	Thank you, Madam Chair. My question is to the Chair of the Transport Committee, Councillor MURPHY. 
	Councillor MURPHY, we have recently achieved another great milestone in our plan to keep Brisbane moving with the completion of the award-winning Kangaroo Point Bridge. Can you please update the Chamber on the great success of Brisbane’s newest active transport connection?
Chair:	Councillor MURPHY. 
Councillor MURPHY:	Thank you, Madam Chair, and thanks to Councillor PARRY for the question. Well, all the way back on the 8 April 2019, Adrian SCHRINNER was sworn in as the LORD MAYOR of Brisbane. The first commitment that he made was to build the Kangaroo Point Bridge. I’m immensely proud that on 15 December last year we delivered on that promise and we opened that bridge. 
Councillor interjecting. 
Councillor MURPHY:	It was a fantastic morning, a tremendous day. We had many Councillors there to celebrate the official opening. We had the Deputy Premier, Jarrod Bleijie, the Federal Infrastructure Minister, Catherine King. We even had the new CEO, Kerrie Freeman. It was a great moment, because over the last few years, the residents of Brisbane have watched this bridge come together. First, climbing out of the river at Pier 4 and then creeping out from the river’s edges into the middle. 
	It is no ordinary bridge, Chair, construction was incredibly complex. The 95-metre mast has officially made the bridge the tallest in the state. It’s so impressive that we needed the world’s strongest tower crane to lift the mast in. It’s also the only steel cable-stayed suspension bridge in Brisbane. This meant we had to bring in specialised international experts to install and stress the steel cables which bind the bridge deck to the main mast, all within 3 millimetres of accuracy. Of course, it wasn’t the only precision that we needed. We faced a lot of adversity along the way. 
	The 2022 floods, the Drift restaurant, having to take out people off that to remove it. The inflation crisis, the BPIC (Best Practice Industry Conditions) prices and conditions that we had to endure. The skills shortage. All of it made this project an incredible challenge for Brisbane City Council. But it is there and it is an incredible feat of engineering, architecturally striking and an immediate icon for our city, I think we can all agree. 
Councillors interjecting. 
Councillor MURPHY:	It’s now built, Chair. But who built it? This Administration, this Council, this LORD MAYOR. We are the ones who have delivered this piece of generational infrastructure for many years to come. This bridge not only changes Brisbane’s skyline. But importantly it is changing the way people move around our city. I know many people doubted it would. Many people on the other side of the room.
	Maybe they had reason to because it’s a connection that has been talked about since the 1800s. But now, for the first time in history, there is a direct link between Kangaroo Point and the CBD. A link that has cut the commute between the CBD and the eastern suburbs by 15 minutes. Combined with Stage 3 of CityLink Cycleway along Shafston Avenue, soon we will have 4 kilometres of uninterrupted bikeway between West End and East Brisbane. 
	If you don’t believe me, Chair, just look at the stats. The bridge has been open for just over 7 weeks. Do you know in that time how may trips have been taken across this bridge in 7 weeks? Half a million trips. 
Councillors interjecting. 
Councillor MURPHY:	On average, more than 10,000 people a day crossing the Kangaroo Point Bridge. Over 20,000 trips on opening day, more than 15,000 on New Year’s Day. We knew the Brisbane residents would love Kangaroo Point Bridge. But what has happened is they are in lust with Kangaroo Point Bridge. We predicted in our initial modelling 6,000 trips a day by 2036. We’ve almost doubled that and we have doubled it 11 years early. 
	But this bridge’s story isn’t over just yet, in fact its story is still being written. We are eagerly awaiting the opening of the Stilts restaurant and the riverside café, Mulga Bill’s. The completely unique and extremely Brisbane dining options that will fund the ongoing maintenance of this bridge in perpetuity. 
	I want to just finish up, Madam Chair, buy thanking the teams that made this bridge possible. Our project partners Connect Brisbane and BESIX Watpac who have worked closely with us every step of the way. Special mention to Council’s Bridges for Brisbane team, a number of people have come and gone from that team over the time. 
	But I particularly want to call out the Project Manager, Jim Hefferan, Paul Fitzpatrick, Rebecca Slusarski, as well as Scott Stewart and Stephen Hammer. They have lived and breathed this project for several years, Chair, and its success is in no small part due to their commitment to this city, thank you.
Chair:	Councillor MURPHY, your time has expired. 
	Further questions. 
	Councillor KIM. 
Question 6
Councillor KIM:	My question is to the LORD MAYOR. We recently learnt that Councillor ADAMS will no longer be your Deputy. Did you fire her because of her choice of language, like calling a Councillor a ‘groin rub’? Or telling another Councillor to ‘shut up’?
Councillor interjecting. 
Councillor KIM:	Or was it because of her out of touch ways like lobster lunches and having a first‑class hotel stay in Paris on ratepayers’ money, when she had no intention of being a Councillor for much longer?
Chair:	LORD MAYOR. 
LORD MAYOR:	Thank you, Councillor KIM. I think you should be exercising more discretion when you read the questions given to you by the Leader of the Opposition, because that was below you, that question. That was beneath you. That was not the Councillor KIM that I know. The Councillor KIM that I know—
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Point of order, Madam Chair. 
LORD MAYOR:	—would not ask a question like that. 
Councillors interjecting. 
Chair:	One moment, please, LORD MAYOR. 
	Councillors—Councillor JOHNSTON, your point of order. 
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Yes, Madam Chairman, the Meetings Local Law is very clear that the LORD MAYOR cannot debate the question or the person asking the question but he should answer their question. Councillor KIM was not in the question asked and I’d ask you to ask the LORD MAYOR to address the question. 
Chair:	Councillor, I do not uphold your point of order. The LORD MAYOR—certain things were said in the question and the LORD MAYOR is answering them. 
Councillors interjecting. 
Chair:	Thank you, Councillor JOHNSTON and you do not debate my answer.
	LORD MAYOR. 
LORD MAYOR:	Thank you. Just pointing out that that’s not the Councillor KIM that I know and I actually—so far my experience of Councillor KIM has been that she’s done a good job and been a reasonable Councillor. That hasn’t been my experience of other Councillors on the opposite side. But look, if you want to go straight into the personal attacks against Councillor ADAMS well then I will defend her to my dying breath. 
Councillors interjecting. 
LORD MAYOR:	Because she has been—
Chair:	One moment, please, LORD MAYOR. 
	Councillor CASSIDY, Councillor CASSIDY. Councillor CASSIDY I am speaking and you will stop speaking when I am speaking. Your behaviour is completely inappropriate for this Chamber. 
Councillor KIM:	Point of order. 
Chair:	Thank you, I’m speaking so just wait one moment, please. 
	I do caution you, Councillor CASSIDY, even though you have left the Chamber, for your inappropriate conduct. I suggest to all Councillors to refrain from calling out while I am speaking and from speaking directly to other Councillors in the Chamber. You go through the Chair. 
	LORD MAYOR. 
LORD MAYOR:	Thank you, Chair. 
Chair:	Sorry, one moment, LORD MAYOR. 
	Was there a point of order?
Councillor KIM:	I claim to be misrepresented. 
Chair:	I note your claim of misrepresentation. 
	LORD MAYOR. 
LORD MAYOR:	Thank you, Madam Chair, well I think it’s clear who wrote the question now. The person who should have asked the question, who threw a hissy fit and stormed out yet sent the most junior member of the team to ask his dirty, grubby personal attack question. 
Councillors interjecting. 
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Point of order. 
LORD MAYOR:	So what—
Chair:	One moment. 
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Point of order. 
Chair:	One moment, please. LORD MAYOR. 
	Point of order, Councillor JOHNSTON.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	The LORD MAYOR’s attacks on Councillor—
Councillors interjecting. 
Councillor JOHNSTON:	The LORD MAYOR’s attacks on Councillor KIM are inappropriate and unsuitable meeting conduct, Madam Chair. I would ask you to direct him back to the question. Councillor ADAMS said all those things and she wasn’t pulled up for doing anything wrong. So it’s not appropriate the LORD MAYOR attacks Councillor KIM for asking a question. 
Chair:	Councillor it is not for you—I’m not asking for a debate, I do not uphold your point of order. The LORD MAYOR is answering the question. 
LORD MAYOR. 
LORD MAYOR:	Thank you, Madam Chair. Now, the claim that was made or the question that was asked. Is whether I fired Councillor ADAMS. Well, it’s quite clear from all of the information that’s been distributed—and there is nothing to the contrary—that Councillor ADAMS was an incredible team player who did not have to actually step down as Deputy Mayor. 
Councillors interjecting. 
LORD MAYOR:	Could have continued on in the role, had the support of her colleagues, yet chose to be an incredible team player. I think the way in which Councillor ADAMS did this says everything about her character and what a fantastic Deputy Mayor she was. Because she has chosen to give someone else a go when she could have stayed on, easily, and had the support of the team. Councillor ADAMS did a fantastic job as Deputy Mayor and I’ll be speaking more about that later. 
	But to make that suggestion is just politics. It’s attacking someone who has done a fantastic job in service of this city for almost 6 years as Deputy Mayor and 17 years as a Councillor. So it’s disappointing, Madam Chair, that we’ve had this question. I would simply say that I have so much respect for Councillor ADAMS, I have so much respect for the way in which she has supported this team, and myself personally, for so many years. 
Councillor interjecting. 
LORD MAYOR:	To throw these little barbs after she has resigned and done the right thing by our team, giving someone else the opportunity to step up, is really, really quite shameful. 
Chair:	Further questions. 
	Councillor GIVNEY. 
Councillor KIM:	Point of order. Point of order. 
Chair:	One moment, please Councillor GIVNEY. 
	Councillor KIM, your point of misrepresentation. 
Councillor KIM:	Thank you. I just wanted to clarify what the LORD MAYOR means when he says the Councillor KIM that he knew. I think I just want to clarify, the reason why I asked this question is because the Councillor that the LORD MAYOR knows, that was first elected last year, is the same Councillor who was the first Labor seat in 20 years. The same place where there was change because local ratepayers were sick of seeing their rates—
Chair:	Thank you, Councillor—
Councillor KIM:	—being wasted—
Chair:	—you are not to debate. 
Councillor KIM:	—by this LNP Council. The reason why I asked this question—
Chair:	Councillor KIM. 
Councillor KIM:	—is because everybody’s sick of it. 
Chair:	Councillor KIM, I am speaking. 
Councillor KIM:	It’s been 8 months. It’s been 8 months since we—
Chair:	I am speaking and I ask you to be quiet. 
Councillor KIM:	—have received any kind of correspondence, especially for places like Pallara. 
Chair:	Councillor KIM. 
Councillors interjecting. 
Councillor KIM:	We’ve tried to be cooperative, we’ve tried to ask you. But we haven’t had any answers back. 
Chair:	Councillor KIM. I have already spoken to several Councillors about speaking while I am. So I warn you, in accordance with section 21(6) of the Meetings Local Law 2001 that failing to comply with this request may result in an order being issued. 
Chair:	Councillor GIVNEY. 
Question 7
Councillor GIVNEY:	Thank you, Madam Chair. My question is for the Chair of Communities and the Arts Committee, Councillor HOWARD. 
	Councillor HOWARD the Schrinner Council is making Brisbane’s lifestyle even better by supporting our vibrant ecosystems of community organisations and clubs. Can you please update the Chamber on the projects that will now receive funding as part of the Lord Mayor’s Better Suburbs Grants?
Chair:	Councillor HOWARD. 
Councillor HOWARD:	Well, thank you, Madam Chair, and through you I thank Councillor GIVNEY for the question. Since its introduction in 2021, the Lord Mayor’s Better Suburbs Grants has provided almost $10 million to community organisations across Brisbane. In response to changing community needs and the pressures imposed by the pandemic, the Lord Mayor’s Better Suburbs Grants was purposely designed to be open to a vast array of community organisations for a wide range of community projects. 
	The Better Suburbs program has 2 categories that not-for-profit community organisations can apply for. The Community Facility Category provides funding to improve and develop Council community-leased facilities. With funding available up to $200,000 per successful applicant, the Community Facility Category includes funding for both the planning and design and construction phases for projects. 
	In the current economic climate, we recognise that it’s difficult for organisations to invest in themselves. We, on this side of the Chamber recognise and value our community organisations. Which is exactly why the Schrinner Council is lending a hand. Our community organisations are the heart of our suburbs where residents choose to spend their leisure time and their community impact is immeasurable. 
	Which is exactly why we’re investing in programs like the Lord Mayor’s Better Suburbs Grants. This grant program has already provided over 370 community organisations across Brisbane with funding and support to improve facilities and organisational operations. 
	Just last week we announced the latest round of the recipients, which included 24 community organisations that will share in more than $2.3 million worth of funding as part of the Community Facility category to fund a range of different projects to support the important work that our community organisations do. 
	I know that, through you, Madam Chair, Councillor GIVNEY was very excited to see funding awarded to Bayside United Sports and Recreation Club to upgrade their sports field lighting at Don Randall Oval. 
	In Councillor CUNNINGHAM’s ward, Care Kits for Kids received funding to install a new shed with ambulant toilet amenities, to support community outreach at Bill Hewitt Reserve in Camp Hill. 	I think every Councillor in this Chamber is aware of the amazing work that Care Kits for Kids do. So it’s wonderful that we’re able to provide this grant to help them establish a new facility to support their work. 
	Councillor JOHNSTON must also be pleased to see the funding awarded to Graceville Croquet Club to enhance and maintain their club building and Sherwood Community Kindergarten which received funding to replace the windows and louvres in the classroom. To maximise cross breeze, enhance air quality, that will help save on energy costs. 
	Warehouse Cricket also received a grant to help them plan and design new community changeroom facilities. I think that Councillor PARRY will be very happy with that. 
	I know, Madam Chair, that you were especially pleased to hear that Jabiru Community Youth and Children’s Services Association received a grant to refurbish their facility including the ceiling, kitchen and outdoor roofing. I know you have been a strong advocate for work that they do and we’re proud to deliver this funding for them. So that they can continue to support the young children and families of Bracken Ridge. 
	Community clubs are an integral part of our suburbs and so it’s great to see them utilising the Lord Mayor’s Better Suburbs Grants. The success of programs like the Lord Mayor’s Better Suburbs Grants demonstrates just how grateful our community clubs are that the coalition of chaos wasn’t elected last year. The coalition of chaos has no plans for our community clubs. 
	Can anyone guess how many election commitments those opposite had for our community groups and sporting clubs? Silence. They made no commitment to help our local clubs or to provide them with any addition funding support. I suppose that’s why we’re here. 
Councillor GRIFFITHS:	Point of order. 
Councillor HOWARD:	We promised to support our community. 
Chair:	One moment, please, Councillor HOWARD. 
Councillor GRIFFITHS:	Claim to be misrepresented—
Chair:	Point of order, Councillor GRIFFITHS. 
Councillor GRIFFITHS:	—by Councillor HOWARD. 
Chair:	You haven’t spoken during the meeting yet, Councillor GRIFFITHS. 
Councillor GRIFFITHS:	I’ve been misrepresented by what she’s saying. 
Chair:	So I’m sorry, I don’t uphold that. 
Councillors interjecting. 
Chair:	Please take your seat. 
Councillor GRIFFITHS:	Are the rules changing?
Chair:	Thank you, yes, they’re the same as they’ve always been. They haven’t changed, they haven’t changed. They’ve been like this a long time. 
Councillors interjecting. 
Councillor GRIFFITHS:	Point of order, Madam Chair. 
Chair:	Please—point of order, Councillor GRIFFITHS. 
Councillor GRIFFITHS:	You are inconsistent with enforcing this rule. 
Chair:	No, Councillor GRIFFITHS. I’ll read it for you, Councillor GRIFFITHS. But you might want to read it again yourself, later. A Councillor may, with the permission of the Chair, make a personal explanation in relation to some material part of a Councillor’s former speech made during the course of the current meeting if you believe you have been misrepresented. But—yes, former speech, yes. That’s the key part. Thank you. 
	Councillor HOWARD. 
Councillor HOWARD:	Well, thank you, Madam Chair. The Labor Greens coalition of chaos’s priority was to cut the multi award-winning Brisbane—
Chair:	One moment please, Councillor HOWARD. 
	Councillors. 
Councillor GRIFFITHS:	Point of order, Madam Chair. 
Chair:	Point of order, Councillor GRIFFITHS
Councillor GRIFFITHS:	We were just saying that rule gets interpreted in different ways during meetings. 
Chair:	Sure. 
Councillor GRIFFITHS:	So sometimes you haven’t spoken—
Chair:	It does not. If you have—
Councillor GRIFFITHS:	—but if someone makes—
Chair:	—no, it is if it is in your former speech. We—that is how it stands. I don’t uphold your point of order. Please resume your seat—
Councillor GRIFFITHS:	Well I’d like some consistency—
Chair:	—Councillor GRIFFITHS. 
Councillor GRIFFITHS:	—with that with the LNP when they do that. 
Chair:	Thank you, Councillor GRIFFITHS. 
Councillors interjecting. 
Chair:	It’s your time you’re wasting Councillors. But I’ve asked you to—
Councillor GRIFFITHS:	Point of order. 
Chair:	—be quiet. You do not get ask multiple points of order of the same point of order, just because you do not like the answer, Councillor GRIFFITHS. 
Councillor GRIFFITHS:	It’s not because I don’t like the answer, I don’t understand how you’re interpreting it. 
Chair:	Thank you, Councillor GRIFFITHS, it’s not for debate either. I do not uphold your point of order. Do not ask it again. Please be seated. 
Councillor GRIFFITHS:	Madam Chair—
Chair:	Councillor GRIFFITHS, I can’t be clearer. 
Councillor GRIFFITHS:	—I’m, just asking is it only during this meeting it applies? Or does it in any Council meeting? That’s what I’m asking for, clarity. 
Chair:	Councillor GRIFFITHS, I’m going to say it again. It is during the course of this meeting, in which you have not spoken. 
	Councillor HOWARD. 
Councillor HOWARD:	Thank you, Madam Chair. The Labor-Greens coalition of chaos’ priority was to cut the multi-award-winning Brisbane Metro project, to take away your weekly rubbish collection, and to block new housing developments in the middle of a housing crisis. So, thankfully—
Chair:	Councillor HOWARD, your time has expired.
Councillors interjecting.
Chair:	Councillor CASSIDY.
Question 8
Councillor CASSIDY:	Thank you, Chair. My question is to the LORD MAYOR. 
	LORD MAYOR, now that you are so closely connected to the State Government with your friend, David Crisafulli as Premier, how much funding have you secured for new additional bus routes across the suburbs of Brisbane to tackle Brisbane’s congestion crisis since the new Premier was elected?
Chair:	LORD MAYOR.
LORD MAYOR:	Well, that’s a great question because we were very successful in getting a commitment from the previous government for an additional $75 million in funding for services in Brisbane and a commitment to starting the new bus network, including the extra services that that would include. The wonderful thing is, thanks to our strong relationship with the new Premier and his government, we were able to get them to match that commitment. So, that answer is $75 million because what—
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	Oh, it’s just $75 million, just $75 million.
Councillors interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	Wow, okay. Just $75 million, according to Councillor CASSIDY.
Councillors interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	We also have started developing a great relationship with the new Transport Minister as well and he is really determined to work with us to achieve some wonderful things going forward, not just for one year, but into the future. 
Councillors interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	We know that this new government has the aspiration to be a generational government and I believe they can do that if they make the wise decisions that I think they will, if they manage the government in the calm and rational way which I know David Crisafulli has about him, they will do well. We are looking forward to continuing to work with them to roll out the biggest boost to bus services in decades, and that will come when the Metro line one starts operating, which we know will be in the middle of the year. That will see the biggest change to the bus services. 
	To suggest that somehow that oh that was the former government, well the new government matched that commitment and they retain that increased level of support and commitment to the Brisbane bus network and we are grateful for that. We acknowledge that there are a lot of regional MPs in the government, but despite that, they know the importance of Brisbane, they know the importance of public transport in Brisbane and they are backing us and they are backing the improvements that we want to make to the bus network as part of the new bus network in the middle of the year. They back Brisbane Metro. 
	Already, we have had just—it has been a breath of fresh air to deal with a government that wasn’t trying to say one thing in public and then stymie us constantly behind the scenes, because we saw that time and time again, particularly with Minister Bailey, or former Minister Bailey. He literally did everything possible to hold up, delay Metro, to add extra cost to Metro, to make everything as hard as possible, but one thing he underestimated is our persistence and determination to deliver this project. So, we delivered. 
We persisted. It was also a wonderful day when Minister Bailey had to stand up with me and do a press conference that day when he approved Metro. It was a wonderful day, and shows that persistence pays off, but isn’t it nice, Councillor MURPHY, to have a government that actually wants to get things done and not play politics. That’s what we have and I know that’s what we’ll continue to have.
Chair:	Thank you, LORD MAYOR. 
	That now ends Question Time, Councillors.
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Chair:	We’ll now move—LORD MAYOR, Establishment and Coordination Committee (E&C) recommendations, LORD MAYOR.
LORD MAYOR:	Thank you, Madam Chair. I move the report of the recommendations of the Establishment and Coordination Committee meeting held during the summer recess 2025 on matters usually considered by the Committee—sorry, I’ve read the wrong thing. Sorry. 

ALTERATION OF ORDER OF BUSINESS IN AGENDA
	In accordance with section 11(2) of Meetings Local Law 2001, the LORD MAYOR altered the order of business set out in the Agenda by bringing forward item 6, the Establishment and Coordination Committee report of 3 February 2025, to be the next item of business.
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Chair:	We will now debate item 6, the Establishment and Coordination report of 3 February 2025, LORD MAYOR.

The LORD MAYOR, Chair of the Establishment and Coordination Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Fiona CUNNINGHAM, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 3 February 2025, be adopted. 

Chair:	LORD MAYOR.
LORD MAYOR:	Thank you, Madam Chair. Before I go on to the item, as I usually do, I wanted to mention a few things. First of all, welcome to our new CEO, Professor Kerrie Freeman. It is wonderful to have you here, I know that whether you’re here in person or not, you’ll always be listening. So far, since you started on 16 December, there’s been such wonderful feedback from around the organisation about your leadership and the way that you’re settling into the job. I have enjoyed working with you so far and I know that we’re going to be able to achieve a lot of things together. I know quite clearly that you’ve got a passion for this job. The Council officers see that, us as Councillors have seen that. So, welcome officially, and really look forward to continue to work with you.
	As you were coming into City Hall today, you may have noticed that the flags were at half-mast, and the reason for that is that today is the funeral for the Honourable John Moore AO. John served the people of Brisbane in the Federal Parliament, representing the seat of Ryan for 26 years between 1975 and 2001. During his time in Parliament, John served in a number of ministerial roles, both for the Fraser and Howard Governments, including Minister for Business and Consumer Affairs, Minister for Industry, Science and Tourism, and also Minister for Defence. John’s time in Parliament coincided with a period of unprecedented change for Brisbane, and at the time of his election, the seat of Ryan straddled both sides of the river, including parts of what is now the seat of Moreton, including Oxley, Darra and Corinda, for example. 
	The seat is characterised or was characterised by not only residential, but also light industry and even agriculture. After his retirement, John remained an active member of the Brisbane community and was appointed as an Officer of the Order of Australia for service to the community through the Australian Parliament, also to the development of strategic industry policy and both policy and management reform in the defence sector. John sadly passed away on 22 January this year at the age of 88. On behalf of Council, I would like to extend our condolences to Mr Moore’s family and friends.
	Last night, our assets including the Kangaroo Point Bridge, were lit up in red, blue and pink to celebrate the BrisAsia Festival which has been running since late January through the period of early February. Brisbane will come to life with more than 25 different activities over 10 spectacular days of performance, art and live music. Tonight, our assets will be lit up in rainbow to support World Cancer Day. This initiative is organised by Cure Cancer Australia Foundation. It aims to raise funds and support for groundbreaking cancer research, with the potential to save millions of lives.
	I just wanted to also particularly pay tribute to the wonderful Council officers who continued to work over the break. Obviously, many continued to work in that downtime, particularly in those essential roles. I know Kerrie was one of them, and Kerrie also took the opportunity to get out and visit a number of the staff that were working during that period of time, but what happened in recent times is sadly all too regular and common in Brisbane over summer, and that is we had what some people are calling a micro or a mini tornado or a mini cyclone through some of the eastern suburbs of Brisbane, and that included areas like Camp Hill, Carina, and Carina Heights. I got the tail end of it in Carindale, but thankfully not a lot of major damage in Carindale, but certainly significant damage in places like Carina Heights. The force of the wind was incredible. There wasn’t particularly a lot of rain. 
	It was mainly these gusts of wind that, given that the ground was wet after significant rain over the period, knocked over or snapped a whole lot of trees. So, we had a situation where our teams were out on the ground. This storm happened in the lead up to a weekend, and I know the teams were out over the weekend, making sure they assess the damage, respond to resident and Councillor requests for support, and then get on with the clean-up job. Some of these trees that came down were gigantic gum trees. This is not your average street tree we’re talking about. Huge gum trees, which in itself, the type of tree that one tree would fill up an entire Council truck, or potentially more than one Council truck. So, thank you to everyone that was involved keeping the city running over the Christmas and New Year break, and thank you in particular to the crews that were out responding to that storm in the eastern suburbs that we had just recently. 
	I just wanted to mention that our fellow Olympic and Paralympic city, Los Angeles, was obviously struck by those devastating fires over the break, as well, and being this the first Council meeting back, I just wanted to send our best wishes on behalf of the people of Brisbane. We’ve watched as the devastation has unfolded and the incredible scenes and devastation and destruction that we saw, obviously it’s something that, in Australia, we are familiar with bushfires, but that was something quite extraordinary. The impact on urban areas, in particular, was like something that most of us have never seen before. 
	So, we just wanted to let the people of Los Angeles know that our hearts and minds and thoughts and prayers are with them as they recover from those devastating fires, and particularly to the Mayor of Los Angeles and the team at the City of Los Angeles, we’re with you and if there’s anything we can do to support you in the recovery, then certainly, we can have a look at that.
	When it comes to supporting in the recovery, I can confirm that there are 24 Brisbane SES volunteers who have gone up north to support the flood response and recovery in North Queensland with the flooding and storms that they’ve had up there. We are really fortunate to have such a wonderful SES group here in Brisbane, and it is a very large group. There are many SES groups around the state that are very much struggling, but the Brisbane group is large, it’s well resourced and supported, and that means that when there are natural disasters or events elsewhere, we can send support like we are now. So, thank you to those SES volunteers once again. They are absolute angels, angels in orange that come to provide support, and they do that as volunteers in their own time. So, we are grateful for their support.
	Today, I confirm that we would be rolling out a review of our clearways across the roads of Brisbane. This is something that we’ve seen successfully rolled out in Sydney, and learning from the Sydney experience, I believe and my team believes that we would benefit from here in Brisbane. So today, we have announced the Brisbane Clearway Action Plan, and that is to review and expand the operation of clearways across Brisbane on major corridors. Now, we know that the nature of road construction and, in fact, any kind of construction is that road upgrades are getting more and more expensive. 
	I remember when an intersection upgrade might cost a couple of million dollars to roll out. Now, it’s tens of millions of dollars for a cheap one and hundreds of millions of dollars for an expensive one. A road widening project is obviously expensive, as well, and there’s certainly a place for that in certain locations, but there’s also a place for the lower cost projects like this that can get a great outcome when it comes to traffic flow for minimal cost and save the ratepayers money, significant funding when it comes to improving the operation of the network.
	Now, we know as Brisbane has grown that the traffic patterns in our city have changed over time. We’ve seen examples of where the peak was previously 2 hours long and is now 3 hours or more long. We’ve seen examples of where Saturday morning traffic is just as bad as weekday traffic, if not worse. So, it’s very much the time to review our clearways, to roll out further clearways and to do so with the support of the community and based on their feedback, as well. So today, I announce we’ll be asking for residents’ feedback on clearways in their area, how they operate, and are there changes that they would suggest or recommend. We’ll be having a look right across the city at traffic patterns and volumes, and rolling out a progressive review of all our clearways. 
	Where this has been done successfully in Sydney, they have achieved some incredible results and improvements in traffic flow. As we know, if there is a 4-lane road, 2 lanes in each direction, with cars parked on either side, it becomes a 2-lane road. It halves the capacity of the road. It also leads to potentially dangerous weaving in and out of traffic, merging, and it also holds up buses, as well, in particular, who rely on that outside lane. This is something we’ll be kicking off and progressively reviewing across the city. We’ll be starting with Waterworks Road and Musgrave Road in Councillor TOOMEY’s area, and then progressively rolling out to other parts of the city.
	Madam Chair, I wanted to touch on item 6, which is the appointment of the Deputy Mayor and changes to the Council’s Standing Committee. This item proposes our new Deputy Mayor become Councillor Fiona CUNNINGHAM, and also gives effect to proposed changes to Council’s Standing Committee. At the first, I want to acknowledge the incredible, loyal, and amazing service of our former Deputy Mayor, Councillor Krista ADAMS. Krista, as I said before, is an incredible team player, an incredible hard worker, and has been involved at the senior level in the running of this city for the last 17 years. Councillor ADAMS, over the break, reflected on what the future might hold for her. When you know, you know. When you know, you know. 
	When you often have a little bit of time to reflect on life, and that often happens over the Christmas and New Year period—I remember Councillor Cook had such a reflection a little while ago when she was here. What Councillor ADAMS did, the next thing she did was actually, as I said, a sign of her character and the fact that she’s a true team player, because she could have quite easily had a reflection on her future and then kept that to herself. There’s no reason why she can’t be Deputy Mayor for several years longer, but she thought of the team. She got in touch with me and said, I’ve decided not to recontest the next election and, as a result, I’d like to step down as Deputy Mayor and give someone else a go. 
	That is very rare in politics. More often than not, people hold onto positions as long as they possibly can, and sometimes too long. Krista showed that incredible strength of character, and the fact that she is all about the team and supporting this team, supporting her colleagues, and—
Chair:	LORD MAYOR, your time has expired.
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At that point, the LORD MAYOR was granted an extension of time on the motion of Councillor Fiona CUNNINGHAM, seconded by Councillor Alex GIVNEY.

Chair:	LORD MAYOR.
LORD MAYOR:	Thank you. Now, for the avoidance of any doubt, the very first question I asked Councillor ADAMS when she called me—actually, no, when she came over—was to say, is there anything I can do to get you to stay? She smiled and she said, I knew you’d ask that question. No, there’s not. So, while it sunk in, I contemplated what next, but ultimately, Krista, you’ve been fantastic. You’ve served in a whole range of different Cabinet roles. As I said, you’ve been at the senior level in this Administration under 3 Lord Mayors now and working closely across so many sections of Council. 
	The residents in Holland Park Ward have great respect for her and continue to re-elect her, and Krista continues, even after 17 years, to love P&C meetings, absolutely love P&C meetings, love going to community events. It was an absolute pleasure working with you, Krista. Thank you for everything you’ve done for this team, for myself, for Brisbane. I know a big part of that, as well, is the example that she was set by her mother, Gail Chiconi, who was also a Councillor in the Brisbane City Council, in fact Councillor for Holland Park Ward. So, there is service in the blood. There is community in the blood. There is Brisbane City Council in the blood. Thank you, Councillor ADAMS, for everything you’ve done.
	Now, democracy is a wonderful thing and we had the opportunity as a team to select our nomination for a new Deputy Mayor, and our team very strongly supported Councillor CUNNINGHAM to step up and do that role. Councillor CUNNINGHAM is also someone that I’ve worked very closely with and someone that has worked very closely with the team, in particular, let’s be honest, during probably some of the most challenging financial times that we have seen. The aftermath of a pandemic, a devastating and costly flood, and then a global inflation crisis at a time when we were building more infrastructure than ever before. 
	Now, Councillor CUNNINGHAM worked closely with myself and the finance team in Council to guide and navigate through this incredibly difficult time. As a result of her leadership, we have seen balanced budgets in a time when so many other people couldn’t balance their budgets. We have seen sensible savings made that are always controversial, but were done in a calm, transparent, rational way, being upfront with the community about the challenge, task at hand, and the fact that we needed to save money. That’s something that takes courage, and Councillor CUNNINGHAM has courage in spades. 
	Also, Councillor CUNNINGHAM has heart. I think one of the true tests of Councillor CUNNINGHAM, other than the budget, was when we saw the tragedy, now almost 5 years ago, with Hannah Clarke and her beautiful children, the tragedy that we all know that happened at that time. Councillor CUNNINGHAM being the local Councillor just stepped in. There’s no rulebook on what to do in a situation like that, but she stepped in, she showed heart and empathy and care and supported her community, supported the Clarke family, and rose to the occasion at a time when her community and the Clarke family needed her. She has also continued, it wasn’t just an immediate response. She has continued to support the community and the Clarke family with her involvement in Small Steps 4 Hannah, as well. 
	To have a Finance Chair with heart, that’s the Holy Grail. Councillor CUNNINGHAM has both of those things in spades, and I know she will be a fantastic Deputy Mayor. She also is, like we’ve seen many of the Councillors in this place now, a young, working mum. When you walk through the corridors and have a look at the old photos, it’s obvious that Council has changed a lot over the years. Councillor CUNNINGHAM is indicative of the change that has happened and it is a positive change. So, we are very proud to have Councillor CUNNINGHAM as the new Deputy Mayor, obviously subject to the vote that happens today. I can tell you how we’re voting.
	I also did just want to touch on the changes to the number of Committees and the Civic Cabinet positions that have flagged. Councillor ADAMS had responsibility for Economic Development, the Olympics and Nighttime Economy—the Olympics and the Paralympics, obviously. As a result of Councillor ADAMS stepping down as Deputy Mayor and from Cabinet, I’ve made the decision to return to the normal number of Committees. So, what will happen is, we are proposing to put the powers of the Committee formerly chaired by Councillor ADAMS, or chaired until today by Councillor ADAMS, into the Neighbourhood Planning and Suburban Renewal Committee, with the exception of the Olympic and Paralympic responsibility which will come to Civic Cabinet and myself. So, as a team, we will monitor and guide Council’s response and involvement in the Olympic preparations and Paralympic preparations.
	So, that is what’s being proposed and the submission here also makes a change to the Committee membership, as well. Councillor TOOMEY is currently serving on 3 Committees and I think he’s the only one that’s serving on 3 Committees in our team. Oh, also Councillor HUANG. Most people are serving on 2. So, we’re going to give you 2 Councillor TOOMEY and Councillor ADAMS will replace you on that Committee. Thank you again to Councillor ADAMS, thank you and congratulations in advance to Councillor CUNNINGHAM, and I commend this item to the Chamber.
Chair:	Further speakers? 
	Councillor CASSIDY.
Councillor CASSIDY:	Thanks very much, Chair. I rise to speak on this item before us today. The LORD MAYOR left something out. We want to know what the vote was. We want to know the vote split between Councillor MURPHY and Councillor CUNNINGHAM. It’s interesting, just an interesting little fact. We heard it was very close, as close as one vote, maybe. Maybe it wasn’t that close. Maybe not as close as the vote between Councillor SCHRINNER and Councillor Matic back in the day. There were only a couple in that. It’s just, they’re interesting things to know, and the LORD MAYOR talked about democracy in action in the LNP Party room, so I wonder whether Councillor MURPHY will let us know what he got to. 
	It really was a 2-horse race, of course, in the end. It was between Councillor MURPHY and Councillor CUNNINGHAM. Councillor HOWARD was a bit of a roughie that was inserted in there, I think just by the media, but not by Councillor HOWARD herself. She was obviously not a serious candidate for the position of Deputy Mayor. Councillor HUTTON inserted herself into the race, of course, but no one else seemed to notice that she was in the race. So, it eventually came down to Councillor MURPHY and Councillor CUNNINGHAM to be Brisbane’s new Deputy Mayor. We know why Councillor MURPHY ultimately missed out, because first of all, of course, he was such a strong backer of Brock Alexander, the LORD MAYOR’s representative in Deagon Ward, who’s now facing child exploitation charges. 
	So, pretty damning indictment, but I suspect for the LNP, a more serious indictment on Councillor MURPHY was that he committed the cardinal sin. The cardinal sin for the LNP is that he admitted fault and apologised for the Metro stuff-up. You think about that. He’s the only LNP Councillor to have ever admitted fault for anything and for apologising for something. The LNP way, of course, is to deny, block and deflect, and Councillor MURPHY broke protocol when he admitted fault. I am absolutely sure there is no risk with Councillor CUNNINGHAM breaking that cardinal sin, because I’ve never seen anything from Councillor CUNNINGHAM other than to deny, block, and blame others. 
	So, it is a very big day, a big day in the Chamber. We’re getting a new Deputy Mayor, of course, brand new Deputy Mayor, Councillor Fiona CUNNINGHAM. I think it is incumbent on all of us as Councillors and the people of Brisbane to reflect on the service of Councillor ADAMS as Deputy Mayor and also know who their new Deputy Mayor is in terms of her service to the Council Chamber. As the Finance Chair, of course, Councillor CUNNINGHAM has raised rates to their highest levels on record, up to 7.5% for some suburbs in this last financial year. 
	She increased the debit and credit card surcharges for transactions for people paying their rates by 50%, some small businesses with a 667% increase to outdoor dining fees, took out $100 million loan just to keep the lights on here in Brisbane City Council while approving more than $360,000 for fancy, overseas travel for a couple of her colleagues. She has made, of course, we know, Council staff work unpaid overtime and even cut back on tea and coffee and biscuits for seniors at their book clubs in suburban libraries. This is who Brisbane’s new Deputy Mayor is in terms of service to the people of Brisbane and who work as a Councillor. 
	We’re also saying farewell, of course, to the former Deputy, Councillor ADAMS, who’s been relegated to the back bench, and I guess that means—I don’t know who wrote this down, but perhaps it means she’ll have less opportunities for name-calling and abuse of other Councillors, but perhaps she’ll be set free and do even more of that. We’re not sure. It’s no surprise that the LNP and their backroom machinations determined that Councillor ADAMS wasn’t the person for the job for the long run after the year she had travelling to Paris, of course, on the ratepayers’ dollar, staying in the top-notch hotel over there when plenty of other OCOG members stayed in much cheaper digs over in Paris, lost almost—you forget some of these things, but lost almost half a million dollars of ratepayers’ money as the Finance Chair through the invoice fraud debacle, $300,000 spent on office renovations for her own office. 
	I remember when Councillor ADAMS justified cuts to the grass cutting schedule, of course, due to wet weather, but then had contractors do them anyway and destroy Brisbane parks. The LNP regime here has been in power for 21 years, a very long time. I guess the history of both of those 2 Councillors makes that very clear. I do agree with the LORD MAYOR on this point, that Brisbane is in the state that it’s in now, the suburbs of Brisbane are in the state that they are in now because Councillor ADAMS was intimately involved in the decision-making process for the last 17 years of this regime. 
	If you think about the portfolios that Councillor ADAMS has overseen, whether it be transport—we are now the most congested city in Australia, 10th most congested in the world. Planning, we are now in the midst of a housing crisis. Finance, Council is now broke, and the residents of Brisbane are paying the highest level of rates that they have ever paid on record, a born-to-rule attitude with little care or concern for the people of Brisbane who live out in the ‘burbs. The LNP have absolutely lost sight of the basics, and this is apparently the cream of the crop.
	The other thing to note today is, of course, the abolishment of the Economic Development, Nighttime Economy and Brisbane 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games Committee. This item today, at least it sort of proves a point, I guess, that we made a few years ago, that the Committee was not in fact needed in the first place, and this is now the admission of the LORD MAYOR himself, that he really doesn’t need a Chair of Council or Civic Cabinet Chair that is responsible for the delivery of the Olympics, he can just do that work himself. I do feel for the LORD MAYOR. I understand this to be a difficult time for him because he has become so accustomed to part-time work. He’s going to have to start doing a bit more of the Olympics delivery work now, apparently, but obviously, that Committee has been a waste of money, and that’s the LORD MAYOR’s own admission. 
	We could have seen—you know, with the money that has been spent on establishing and maintaining that Committee to ostensibly plan for and deliver the Olympics, we could have seen the Brighton Bulldogs’ female change facilities fast-tracked, backflow devices fitted years ago down on the Foreshore in Sandgate, pedestrian safety upgrades on Brighton Road, all of those things. We could have had all of those things delivered, and with money spent on that, in what has been spent on establishing and maintaining a Committee that today, the LORD MAYOR admitted he never needed in the first place. The LORD MAYOR has basically described it as a useless Committee today in this item. 
	We know that, at the time, Councillor SCHRINNER couldn’t get his Deputy on OCOG, couldn’t pull that deal off because of a broader LNP factional deal that had to get Redland’s Mayor Karen Williams appointed onto OCOG, who then crashed her car in a drink driving incident, had to be removed from OCOG, of course. So, the consolation prize at the time was that Councillor ADAMS was given a special Olympics Committee because she wasn’t part of the planning and delivery of the Olympics itself. So, the LORD MAYOR said he had set up a special—
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	—a consolation prize, but he did claim that, at the time, it was essential for the delivery of the Games. Well, abolishing it today really does confirm what everybody thought. It was, in fact, not needed. The fact that it was costing the ratepayers of Brisbane $250,000 a year to be in place, as we have now discovered for no reason at all—and that’s according to the LORD MAYOR, not to me. That’s what this item confirms today. 
	One of the things that we’re going to see as well, of course, as the LORD MAYOR has outlined, is the redistribution of Committee responsibilities. From that, of course, the LORD MAYOR is going to do the work that he should have been doing as a Host City Mayor all along and taking responsibility for the delivery of the Olympics. Of course, Economic Development goes and Nighttime Economy goes over to the City Planning Committee, so I’ll say to Councillor ALLAN, I’m very excited about that. Perhaps we should have a field trip out to the valley at midnight on our first—maybe next Friday night and check out how the nighttime economy rolls. 
	I think that’s probably some important work because I don’t—I know the kind of places and spaces that the former Chair of that Committee would operate in weren’t really what most normal, ordinary Brisbane people enjoy, the caviar and the lobster lunches and things like that, champagne lunches. It doesn’t really cover off what is the modern Brisbane nighttime economy. So, Councillor ALLAN, I look forward to working with you in that Committee and checking out Brisbane’s nighttime economy. I certainly feel way too old to be in the valley at my age. So, I think together we could have one hell of an experience in there, but I think it is important to do that work, and I put that out there in a genuine offer to work with you to understand all aspects of Brisbane and its nighttime economy, as well, but again, of course, we’re going to be supporting this item today. 
	Coming full circle, we are the ones that, in fact, nominated Councillor CUNNINGHAM for the position of Deputy Mayor. So, I’m glad that—you know, there are lots of things the LNP play catch-up on. We proposed the Kangaroo Point Bridge, they finally went and built it. You know, we delivered CityCats and they finally came onboard with them many years later. We proposed Councillor CUNNINGHAM and they’ve finally come onboard with that now, and of course, we support the savings made in abolishing the unneeded Committee.
Chair:	Further speakers? 
	Councillor MURPHY.
Councillor MURPHY:	Thank you. Thank you, Madam Chair. I rise to support this motion, the appointment of Fiona CUNNINGHAM as Deputy Mayor, and I thought that was actually a very good contribution from Councillor CASSIDY for a change, not as nasty as he normally is. He’s actually toned it down today. I will say this, I have never met a Councillor who has not got over their own election. You beat Brock Alexander, Councillor CASSIDY. You beat him. I know he got only 27.9% of the vote, which is in fact actually not as high as some of the Labor councillors got, or not as low as some of the Labor councillors against us got, and he was a convicted fraudster. So, I don’t know what that says about you, Councillor CASSIDY. Nothing good, I’m sure, but I did think that was pretty good. That was pretty good. 
	I just wanted to say, Madam Chair, on this, I have known Councillor CUNNINGHAM for a very long time. In fact, when I was in this role as a candidate, Councillor CUNNINGHAM was instrumental in giving me guidance a long, long, long time ago about what to do. That was a very long time ago, but I tell you what, she has worked in media and politics and a number of other things, but the most impressive part of Councillor CUNNINGHAM that the LORD MAYOR alluded to was how she swung into action on 19 February 2020. That incident with Hannah Clarke that happened, it blew Brisbane away. People were stopping in the streets and shopping centres, openly weeping, crying, embracing each other. There has been not a day since then that has affected people in this city in that way, and I hope there will never be a day like that. 
	A brand-new Councillor, barely feet under the desk, not acting under instructions or advice, but acting instinctually, swung into action, got behind Lloyd and Sue, and helped them do the impossible, grieve Hannah in the way that she deserved to be grieved and her children, Aaliyah, Laianah, and Trey. That was one of the most horrific days the eastern suburbs has ever witnessed, and I don’t know that the eastern suburbs ever would have been able to heal if not for the logistical support that Councillor CUNNINGHAM provided to that family in their darkest hour, because they simply could not do the things that she could do as a Councillor. 
	I think the strength of that relationship and the enduring friendship that she has with Lloyd and Sue is emblematic of the kind of councillor that Councillor CUNNINGHAM is and the kind of Deputy Mayor that she will be. She has a tremendous temperament. She has a calmness and a consideration that will do her well in this role, but most importantly—the LORD MAYOR mentioned this—she has compassion. She has compassion for those around her, and I just know that she will be great for Brisbane. So, I commend this item, and I hope everybody votes for it, as Councillor CASSIDY once put forward.
Chair:	Thank you, Councillor MURPHY. 
	Further speakers? 
	Councillor JOHNSTON. 
Councillor interjecting.
Chair:	It’s just gone onto one—
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Thank you, Madam Chair. I rise to speak on this motion. The first thing I’d like to say is, I note the LORD MAYOR’s approach to this issue reflects this Administration to a tee. It’s not about the City of Brisbane or the ratepayers of Brisbane. It’s about the team. He’s changed the whole Council agenda today to bring this motion forward, rather than debating the issues of the city, including significant storm damage from the past 2 months, and that says everything you need to know about this LORD MAYOR. It’s all about retaining power, supporting the LNP, and propping up the LNP in the City of Brisbane. No one has done that better than Councillor Krista ADAMS. 
	There are a few things that I think just need to be on the record about her. Firstly, if she was going to do the right thing by the City of Brisbane 9 months after an election, perhaps that reflection should have happened last year at the election, rather than at this point, but that’s her decision. What I do want to note about her service to the city, is it’s included numerous portfolio responsibilities, pretty much all of them botched — and thank you for the highlights, Councillor CASSIDY— certainly, the Finance Chair role did not last that long at all. 
	I want to just note a few things that you forgot to mention. Firstly, Councillor ADAMS’ abuse of residents. We can only remember so well the way in which she attacked the residents, and Councillor CUNNINGHAM was there. We’ve all seen those images. She’s botched projects, she’s botched the finances of the city. No other Councillor is more well-travelled on overseas junkets than Councillor Krista ADAMS. I think her first one, I remember it well, was to look at the fairy lights in Japan. It’s interesting, and that’s a decade ago or more. So, no one, no one has cost this city more in expensive, useless trips overseas, like last year’s $30,000 junket to Paris. That is this legacy that Councillor ADAMS is leaving for our city. Let’s cut library services—her colleague Fiona CUNNINGHAM is doing that—while Krista goes on a lovely overseas trip. Sorry, Councillor ADAMS. 
	More than that, we’ve seen the truly offensive behaviour in the Chamber here, and last year, it did reach, I think, a crisis point, particularly with comments about Councillor CASSIDY. The language has been inappropriate completely. So, I don’t think this is altruistic by the LORD MAYOR. I think it is about time that Councillor ADAMS stepped down, and I think clearly, she was struggling last year with the Deputy Mayoralty, because the LORD MAYOR is never here. He’ll be gone in about an hour, and that’s the end of that. 
	Finally, I just want to mention Councillor CUNNINGHAM. Councillor CUNNINGHAM hasn’t been here for all that long. She’s been here heading on towards 6 years, and she was a staffer before that. The things that I know about what’s going on with the LNP, Councillor CUNNINGHAM has been mentored by the LORD MAYOR Adrian Schrinner over this whole period of time. She and Councillor ADAMS have been like the Bobbsey Twins out there together, and not for the better of either of their wards if the results are anything to show, but I don’t think it is okay—and the thing I remember, certainly, about Councillor CUNNINGHAM is her attack on Councillor Kara Cook, who was pregnant with her third child. When Councillor Cook asked to be able to participate in meetings to be livestreamed, Councillor CUNNINGHAM said no. 
	So, this is the compassionate person that the LORD MAYOR tells us about. She says to another pregnant Councillor with her third child, ‘No, we’re not going to have Zoom meetings that you can participate in just to make it a bit easier for you.’ Kara was the Leader of the Opposition at that point, as well. So, they’re the things that I remember. They’re not the signs of somebody who is truly committed to looking after their colleagues, being compassionate, and certainly, certainly, no doubt the person who has coined the ridiculous, outrageous and offensive term ‘sensible savings’, who has been responsible for the botched budget for the last 4 years. That person is now the Deputy Mayor of this city and has been promoted. It should send—
Chair:	Councillor JOHNSTON, your time has expired.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	—shivers through everyone’s spine in Brisbane.
Chair:	Further speakers? 
	Councillor ADAMS.
Councillor ADAMS:	Thank you, Madam Chair, and it’s with great pleasure that I stand up to support this E&C item for my good friend, Councillor Fiona CUNNINGHAM, to take over the role as Deputy Mayor. I would love to spend this time actually correcting the record because there were so many furphies that just came out of the mouths of those on the other side, but it’s not even worth the time. They were so false, they were so incorrect that I just can’t even be bothered. Goodness help us if any of them got in charge of finance if they can’t even read a report to find out how much travel costs because they can’t even read that. However, regardless of what they say, I am extremely proud of the time that I’ve had in this Chamber. I loved every minute of being Deputy Mayor. 
	Can I say thank you to my team for having that trust in me? It is very humbling, as I know that the LORD MAYOR knows and that Councillor CUNNINGHAM will know now, to be picked by your peers to lead the team that we have. We have the best, and with the greatest respect to Councillor Bourke, the best team and the strongest team we’ve ever had in this place, and I can say that wholeheartedly after 17 years. The fact that those on the other side actually think that being a team and supporting your colleagues is something to be frowned upon, well, that just sums up that coalition of chaos. Councillor Cook couldn’t get out of here fast enough. She didn’t even last one term. God Almighty, she said, ‘Get me out’. Well, good luck with that when Ross Vasta makes sure she stays out, as well.
	I do want to take this time to thank everybody that I’ve worked with as Deputy Mayor, and particularly my fantastic EA (Executive Assistant) that I’ve had with me, Rosemarie, since 2012. She is amazing, could not have done it without her, to say the least. I’ve had fantastic PLOs (Policy Liaison Officers). They know who they are. I am so proud of some of the biggest achievements, the APCS (Asia Pacific City Summit), which has gone from strength to strength and is probably going to hit it out of the park at the end of this year, the NRL Magic Round with BEDA (Brisbane Economic Development Agency), that was a big call for the city and I think that will be a game-changer, and is one of the reasons we can show we can do events like the Olympics, as well. The Brisbane Business Hub, which came out of, of course, the Flood Recovery Taskforce, and of course, my personal favourite, 2 Mud Armies, hey, Councillor MARX? That’s PTSD (Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder), really. 
	There is so much more that I have to say. It’s been an absolute pleasure and I am so happy to be able to hand over the baton as so few politicians get to choose their own time, as I was told by a very senior member of the former Bligh Government. It’s lovely to be able to choose to leave when they’re asking you to stay, and not stay when they’re asking you to leave, and boy, are we asking that side to leave. Congratulations, Councillor CUNNINGHAM. You’re thoroughly deserved. I look forward to supporting you over the coming years.
Chair:	Further speakers? 
	LORD MAYOR? 
	No further speakers. 
	We’ll put the report to the vote. 

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the Establishment and Coordination Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows

ATTENDANCE:

The Right Honourable, the Lord Mayor (Councillor Adrian Schrinner) (Chair); and Councillors Krista Adams, Adam Allan, Fiona Cunningham, Tracy Davis, Vicki Howard, Sarah Hutton, Ryan Murphy and Andrew Wines.
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1.	The Chief Executive Officer provided the information below.

2.	On Friday 31 January 2025, Councillor Krista Adams advised the Chief Executive Officer of her resignation from the position of Deputy Mayor effective 1 February 2025 (refer Attachment B, submitted on file). As a result of Councillor Krista Adams’ resignation, the position of Deputy Mayor stands vacant and it is proposed to appoint Councillor Fiona Cunningham to the position of Deputy Mayor.

3.	At the Post Election Council meeting on 16 April 2024, Council resolved to create Council’s Standing Committees including the names, powers, function, duties and memberships. Of relevance, the Economic Development, Nighttime Economy and the Brisbane 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games Committee. 

4.	It is proposed that the Economic Development, Nighttime Economy and the Brisbane 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games Committee and its membership be abolished and its powers, functions and duties be redistributed as set out in Attachment C (submitted on file). 

5.	It is proposed that City Planning and Suburban Renewal Committee will assume responsibility for Economic Development and Nighttime Economy. 

6.	The responsibility for the Brisbane 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games will be undertaken by the Lord Mayor and the Establishment and Coordination Committee.
 
7.	It is also proposed that Councillor Steven Toomey be removed as a member of the Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee and Councillor Krista Adams be appointed as a member of the Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee, as set out in Attachment D (submitted on file).

8.	The Chief Executive Officer provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.

9.	RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL RESOLVES AS PER THE DRAFT RESOLUTION SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder.

Attachment A
Draft Resolution

As:

(i)	Councillor Krista Adams has resigned as Deputy Mayor with an effective date of 1 February 2025; and the position of Deputy Mayor is vacant; and

(ii)	Council has the power to abolish a committee; and 

(iii)	Council may, by resolution, from time to time change any business with which any standing committee is charged; and 

(iv)	Council has the power to alter the constitution of a committee by removing, adding or substituting members; 

then Council:

(i)	pursuant to section 165(5) of the City of Brisbane Act 2010 resolves to appoint Councillor Fiona Cunningham as Deputy Mayor, effective immediately;

(ii)	pursuant to section 58(d) of the Meetings Local Law 2001 (MLL) resolves to abolish, with effect from the day after the approval of this resolution, the Economic Development, Nighttime Economy and the Brisbane 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games Committee including its membership, responsibilities, powers, functions and duties;

(iii)	pursuant to sections 58(a) of the MLL resolves, with effect from the day after the approval of this resolution, to alter the City Planning and Suburban Renewal Committee’s responsibilities, powers, functions and duties as set out in Attachment C (submitted on file);

(iv)	pursuant to section 58(b) of the MLL, resolves, with effect from the day after the approval of this resolution, alter the constitution of the Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee by substituting Councillor Steven Toomey with Councillor Krista Adams as a member as set out in Attachment D (submitted on file).
ADOPTED
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Councillor JOHNSTON:	Point of order, Madam Chair.
Chair:	Point of order, Councillor JOHNSTON.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Madam Chair, I’m just wondering what’s happened to the meeting. Why is it not proceeding?
Chair:	Thank you, Councillor JOHNSTON, for your contribution. I do not uphold your point of order.
	Councillor CUNNINGHAM, I can now call you DEPUTY MAYOR, which I nearly did before, so my apologies. I had to stop myself.
	We will now move to the Establishment and Coordination Committee recommendations. 
	LORD MAYOR.
The LORD MAYOR, Chair of the Establishment and Coordination Committee, moved, seconded by the DEPUTY MAYOR, that the report setting out the recommendations of the Establishment and Coordination Committee during the Summer Recess 2024-25, on matters usually considered by that Committee, be adopted. 

Councillor CASSIDY:	Point of order.
Chair:	LORD MAYOR. 
	Councillor CASSIDY, your point of order.

SERIATIM FOR DEBATE AND VOTING - CLAUSES A, B AND C
	At that time Councillor Jared CASSIDY rose and requested that Clause A, TAILORED AMENDMENT TO BRISBANE CITY PLAN 2014 – INNER-CITY AFFORDABILITY INITIATIVE (CAR PARKING); Clause B, REPORT OF CONTRACTS ACCEPTED BY DELEGATES OF COUNCIL FOR DECEMBER 2024; and Clause C, STORES BOARD SUBMISSION – SIGNIFICANT CONTRACTING PLAN FOR LANDSCAPE AND TURF SUPPLIES AND ASSOCIATED SERVICES, be taken seriatim for debating and voting purposes.



Chair: 	LORD MAYOR, can you please—item A.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Point of order, Madam Chair.
Chair:	Point of order, Councillor JOHNSTON.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Yes. I seek the following further information with respect to item B, contracts and tendering. In contract 1, it is an item that says, ‘Empowering Brisbane’s aquatic centres package 2’. Could the LORD MAYOR please provide a list of the pools receiving the packages and the amount for each of the pools?
Chair:	Thank you. 
	Now, we will move to item A, please. 
	LORD MAYOR.
LORD MAYOR:	Thank you, Madam Chair. Well, item A is the tailored amendment to Brisbane City Plan, particularly relating to car parking, the Inner-City Affordability Initiative. Now, this has come on and this has been put forward because we are in a housing crisis and we have a severe shortage of housing, not only in Brisbane, not only in South East Queensland, but right across Australia. All of our large cities are experiencing a housing shortage, and if you see internationally, as well, it’s definitely something that many cities are experiencing post-pandemic. 
	So, it requires an out of the ordinary response. It requires us to look at things that we might not otherwise look at, because we need to desperately ensure that more houses are brought on sooner. We need to have all levels of government doing what they can. Now, in the overall market of housing in Australia, Councils play a role, but primarily, it’s the private sector that does the heavy lifting when it comes to providing housing. We know that well over 90% of all housing is provided by the private sector. 
	Now, what we’re seeing at the moment is that Council has been very diligent in approving more supply. So, the Council officers are assessing applications. They’re approving applications. Since 2019, there have been approaching 60,000 new homes approved by Brisbane City Council, but there’s been around half of that number built. So, the issue is not whether Council is approving supply. The issue is not approvals. The issue is construction and feasibility. The issue is the financial feasibility of these projects. So, you’ve got a situation where only around half of the approvals are actually getting built at the moment. 
	What we’ve heard repeatedly from not only the construction companies but also industry representation groups and experts is that a big part of this is that, while property values have increased significantly, construction costs have increased by the same amount, if not more. So, you’re seeing that construction and feasibility is stymying projects. It just doesn’t stack up. So, we need to look at ways that we can bring down the construction costs of housing projects. Now, in Brisbane, we don’t have a large amount of greenfield supply available. We’ve made the deliberate decision that new housing will be greenfield in inner city areas, well located in those higher-density areas close to facilities and infrastructure. 
	So, while other Councils are seeing large amounts of greenfield growth, where bushland is bulldozed and houses are built, in Brisbane, we rely on new apartments, particularly in those inner city, well-located areas to house new residents. So, this has to work for our city because we are not about to see bushland bulldozed. We are not about to change our approach to protecting our greenspaces and ensuring that we have a liveable city. So, we need higher density proposals to stack up. If they don’t, then we will continue to have a serious shortage of housing in Brisbane.
	One of the key feasibility issues that we have heard when it comes to the construction of inner city apartment buildings is the cost of providing parking. Now, when you think about it, if you’re in a large apartment building, often there has to be many, many levels excavated into the earth or the hard rock below a building, digging down a basement at great cost. That is expensive. That is costly to deliver, and ultimately, the residents purchasing the apartments pay those costs. So, if it’s costing more to provide parking, then it’s costing the residents more to build those apartments, and in some cases, it’s just making projects not feasible, so no apartments are built. We’ve heard the feedback that easily every car parking space in a high-rise apartment building will cost at least $100,000 to deliver. Sometimes it’s more. Sometimes it’s considerably more.
	Now, in acknowledgement of that, these are inner city areas that have good access to transport, facilities, services, shops, workplaces. It logically follows that there is less need than other places to rely on a car. If you are in the outer suburbs or if you are in one of the surrounding Council areas, with very limited public transport, particularly in some of those parts of Logan and Ipswich that are growing rapidly, you have to rely on a car in many of those places, whereas there is the choice in inner Brisbane to take public transport, to walk, to scoot, to cycle, and that choice is something that we have seen being taken up by residents in those inner city areas already. 
	Now, there’s going to be a lot of speculation about what this change will do. People have come up with theories already about what it will cause and what it will do, but we actually know what it will do because it’s been in place in the Brisbane CBD for more than 20 years. These changes have been in place in the CBD. Now, according to the last census, there were around 13,000 people living in the Brisbane CBD. We know that something like 86% of all of those residents in the Brisbane CBD either had no car or just one car. There’s no other suburb like that anywhere. There are some suburbs that come close, and they are primarily the inner city suburbs that we’re talking about today. 
	So, people have voted with their feet. They have chosen to live in a car-light situation. Now, they can choose to have a car, sure, but they certainly don’t need a second car, and most households only have one car or no car in the Brisbane CBD. In fact, less than 10% of residents in the Brisbane CBD have 2 cars, less than 10%. So, this idea that every apartment needs 2 cars, the car parking spaces, it’s just not borne out by 20 years of experience in the Brisbane CBD. In those areas that we’re proposing to expand this initiative to, many of them have growing numbers of households with either no car or one car. 
	So, this is one of those choices you make. To live in the inner city, you know that if you buy an apartment in an inner city area, you cannot expect to have an on- street car parking space out the front of your building when there are 200 people living in your building and 5 spaces on the road. So, you make the choice. ‘Is this apartment going to meet my needs for getting around?’ You also know that if your apartment in one building has 2 car parking spaces, it is going to cost more than an apartment in that same building with one car parking space or no car parking spaces. That is logic. So, we’ve seen people making that choice. They change their travel behaviour. They adapt to living in an inner city environment with good public transport and access, and it works. It’s worked in the Brisbane CBD and it will work in these inner city areas.
	The other thing to note is, for anyone that suggests, ‘Well, how can you guarantee that this will make homes more affordable?’, well, I can guarantee you this. If we are forcing people to buy car parking spaces that they do not need and we’re forcing developers to build car parking spaces that people do not need, the cost of housing will continue to go up. I can guarantee that, and I can guarantee also that it will make many projects unfeasible and they simply won’t happen. So, let’s flip it around. These are things I can guarantee. People pay more when an apartment has more car parking spaces. That is a fact. It’s also a fact that the requirements for car parking spaces have in the past made many projects unfeasible, and so we want to change that today. We’ve had the support of the previous Labor State Government and it would be great to get the support of all councillors in this Chamber.
Chair:	Further speakers on item A? 
	Councillor CASSIDY.
Councillor CASSIDY:	Thanks, Chair. I rise to speak on item A, Clause A, the tailored amendment to Brisbane City Plan, the Affordability Initiative. As we said back in, I think, September or October last year when this was introduced—consultation was in October—we want to support items and reform that reduces the cost of housing. There are different ways of doing that, of course, and this one is aimed at reducing the cost of construction of housing while maintaining a decent lifestyle for the people of Brisbane. We have been demanding solutions from the LORD MAYOR to address the housing crisis, and we, as I said, supported the proposal to go out to consultation and wanted assurances, as well, that the expanded area of what is known as the City core will tick all those boxes, will help deliver more housing, with supply making housing more affordable, and protecting the lifestyle that people enjoy in those inner city areas or what’s been an inner city fringe up until now. 
	Obviously, it’s no secret to any councillor in here that we are in the midst of a housing crisis and we have seen, unfortunately, a go-slow approach from the LNP in addressing that here at a Council level. We know that this proposal, as well, is a business-as-usual planning scheme change, except that it’s gone through a tailored amendment process that the previous State Government initiated to fast- track things, but the advice we received this morning from Council planners was that this change is, in fact, not about immediate change and immediate delivery of housing. It is a slow and methodical approach that will take some years to come to fruition. Maybe in the next couple of years, we see some approvals and some construction. Maybe in the next 5 years, we see some changes to the likes of the LGIP (Local Government Infrastructure Plan) to include infrastructure planning for increased population growth in these areas. 
	This is not an immediate silver bullet response. This is a business-as-usual response, but as I said, one that we have indicated our support for because it is a start and the changes are slow, but we do know and we do accept that the provision of car parking spaces in new developments can add to the cost of housing. It’s obviously different for an inner city development with basement parking or podium parking compared to the parking required at unit developments in low-medium density residential areas, though they do add cost, but add less cost to housing, but either way, we have to be confident that these changes will lead to increased supply to ensure that price is reduced, both in terms of a purchase price, so someone looking to own and occupy one of them, but more predominantly, provide an increased supply in rental properties which will drive down the cost of rent here in Brisbane. 
	We’ve seen over the last couple of years—I’m sure we all know people in our lives that are renting themselves have seen exponential growth in the price of rents that have far and away outstripped any increase in wages which leads to an erosion of Brisbane’s lifestyle, leads to an erosion of the lifestyle that people enjoy here in Brisbane. So, we have approached this as an Opposition and as a Labor team here in making sure that it ticks all of those boxes, to actually get a decent outcome. We do share some concerns that planning experts have with who really does get the benefit of the reduction in car parking spaces. 
	There has to be a mechanism, as I said 6 months ago, there has to be a mechanism that ensures that savings made during construction are actually passed on to the people seeking a home rather than just developers banking profits that may generate as the construction crisis itself eases. We want to track this, and we will obviously track this as best we can in seeking information and getting data out of Council and out of the industry, but there should be a mechanism that Council itself, in making these changes—and the LORD MAYOR is putting his stamp on this policy. He should also be saying to the development industry, to the Property Council, to the UDIA (Urban Development Institute of Australia), to big developers, saying to them, ‘We’re going to work with you in delivering this, but we are going to track your progress in seeing these developments realised which are far cheaper for you to build, and make sure they actually deliver an outcome in terms of affordable housing, because that is the approach that we take.’ 
	Housing is and should always be a human right. It shouldn’t just be treated as a commodity for cashed-up investors to be able to make massive profits out of. What we need to do as a Council is set a policy that makes sure that we can deliver housing for people. So, we do know that we have some concerns. We have some concerns that the LNP’s links to developers run deep. We know that. We know that the State LNP Government are desperate to get developer donations running back into LNP coffers. So, we want to ensure that reform that happens here in Brisbane City Council is driven by a genuine desire to make housing more affordable and more accessible, not driven by corporate developer interests. 
	We know that every other planning change—we know that this is no different to every other planning scheme change we have seen initiated this term, or actually even longer than that, over the last 2 years, has been at the request of the development industry. We know that’s been the case with the TLPI (Temporary Local Planning Instrument) in Kurilpa. We know that’s been the case in terms of infrastructure charge discounts, and we know this is the case with car parking ratio charges. They have been requested by the development industry. Now, that’s fair enough. It’s fair enough for them to do it and to make the case that some of these developments are unconstructible in the current environment because of the costs associated with delivering them. Economically, they don’t stack up. Therefore, they might be approved, but they’re not delivering them. 
	The other important fact to remember, too, is that preapproved developments, this won’t apply to them, of course, this is for new developments, and we know they’re going to have to go through a change process, as well. So, we’ll just reiterate that point. This policy needs to deliver housing. It needs to be tracked. We need to be able to prove in the long run that this actually had an outcome of (1) delivering more housing, and (2) making it more affordable for more people. Also, you wonder, this is such a major change for a lot of people who live in what will now pass as the City core. 
	Community consultation was run from whatever it was, the statutory period, under a month, and the amount of advertising that apparently was done, you’d think a contentious issue like this might have had more than 87 submissions. I’m not sure everyone that lives in this area understands what changes are actually happening. We’ve sort of moved beyond that now, of course. There’s nothing we can do to change that, but I think that, with all the fiddling we’ve seen with the City Plan in terms of parking ratios from the LNP over the last few years, there may be some confusion about what all this matters. 
	I remember when they banned townhouses, and are now saying we obviously need more density. The LNP increased car parking ratios a few years ago, but now saying we need to decrease the ratios, as well. I remember Councillor ALLAN was there. I think he was—this is going back a few years now. I have a long memory when it comes to planning scheme changes. I’ve been here 10 years almost, and I remember a Civic Cabinet in the suburbs meeting which Councillor ALLAN attended as a candidate. We don’t have them anymore. They don’t exist anymore. The Lord Mayor, in response to questions from the community members there saying that they wanted to see increased car parking ratios in suburban unit developments, the then-Lord Mayor Graham Quirk said absolutely not because that will drive up the cost of construction of those units and townhouses in suburban areas, and they don’t want to see any supply slip. 
	So, under the LNP, they wouldn’t increase the car parking ratios. Of course, his successor, the current LORD MAYOR, did change that, and now we’re seeing other changes made, as well. These are all in response to other decisions that have been made in isolation by this LNP regime on their own along the way, without any real overarching view of what these mean. We have had an absence of a housing policy for so long here in Brisbane. We’ve got the City Plan, sure, we’ve got these other strategies that sit alongside it, but we don’t actually have a comprehensive housing plan which should inform in the long term the changes that should be made, long-term projections in a holistic way. 
	These are all being done in isolation, which is one of the major problems we have with this. What we need to see, of course, is a vastly improved approach to public and active transport in these suburbs. They might have more, but they still don’t have enough to make sure that people can make that decision to ditch their cars and make the decision to not have a car at all, potentially, or to reduce their cars by half. We need to make sure—
Chair:	Sorry, go on.
Councillor CASSIDY:	—that that infrastructure is increased in those suburbs.
Chair:	Councillor CASSIDY, your time has expired.
Councillor COLLIER:	Point of order.
Chair:	Point of order, Councillor COLLIER.
324/2024-25
At that point, Councillor Jared CASSIDY was granted an extension of time on the motion of Councillor Lucy COLLIER, seconded by Councillor Charles STRUNK.

	Councillor CASSIDY.
Councillor CASSIDY:	Thanks, Chair. So, in conclusion, we want to make sure that these changes are progressing today that, as I raised this morning in the Committee, future infrastructure planning actually goes hand in glove with these changes that we see, changes made to the LGIP and the LTIP (Long term infrastructure plan) ahead of time to ensure that there are public and active transport investments in these areas, as these areas creep out. The City core now goes all the way to Albion and Bowen Hills and out right along the edge of East Brisbane now, out to Annerley, those areas, as well, which very much were seen not that long ago, a generation ago, as suburban Brisbane. 
	So, we’re seeing these changes occur and increasing population, and we agree with the LORD MAYOR on a broad-brush statement about going up, not out. It’s how you deliver that, and the infrastructure that goes alongside that is critical. We know, unfortunately, that the LNP Council here and the LNP State Government have an unfunded commitment to growing transport services. We heard from the LORD MAYOR earlier that the $75 million that was committed is just for one year in increasing services, and then beyond that, there needs to be a negotiation around that. Let’s hope that doesn’t get canned straight away just like—what was that rail line they were building up to Sunny Coast? How long did that last?
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	Yes, like a couple of months. We hope that the commitment to rolling out more routes in the suburbs of Brisbane doesn’t go the way of the dodo, as well. There must be balance in that. Residents living in further outer suburbs than these live there, make that choice for various reasons. Some of them is price point and cost. Some of them is lifestyle, as well. They don’t choose to live in an inner city apartment in a high-rise. They like to enjoy the outer suburbs, as well. We need to make sure those areas are protected. We do not and would not and will not support seeing these changes rolled out to suburban areas. 
	In fact, at the time, the LNP said they wouldn’t increase car parking ratios and subsequently did, another one of our ideas they took, out in the suburbs of Brisbane. We would certainly not support the rollback of that, as well, as this creeps out into the suburbs. This needs to be a policy that ensures that does not happen, and again, we reiterate our desire to see some proper tracking of this data available to Councillors, to the industry, and to the people of Brisbane to ensure that this is actually a success and it isn’t smoke and mirrors being introduced here by the LORD MAYOR, and that’s the good faith in which we are supporting it today.
Councillor GIVNEY:	Point of order.
Chair:	Councillor GIVNEY.

ADJOURNMENT:
	325/2024-25
It was resolved on the motion of Councillor Alex GIVNEY, seconded by Councillor Greg ADERMANN, that the meeting adjourn for a period of 15 minutes, to commence only when all Councillors had vacated the Chamber and the doors locked.

Council stood adjourned at 3.10pm.




UPON RESUMPTION:

[bookmark: _Hlk130978579]At that time, 3.26pm, the Deputy Chair assumed the Chair. 

[bookmark: _Hlk189836861]Deputy Chair:	Any further debate on item A? 
	Councillor JOHNSTON.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Yes, thank you, Mr Deputy Chair. I rise to speak on item A, the changes to the City frame car parking arrangements. I’ll just start by saying I’m not going to be supporting this item and that is for a number of reasons. Firstly, I don’t believe for one minute at all that there will be a decrease in costs and an increase in supply by developers with respect to the provision of new units in the City frame area. What the LORD MAYOR is engaging in here, as he’s done time after time after time, is to engage in a form of developer subsidies or developer welfare. Now the biggest problem with what is proposed here is the ratios themselves. I’m certainly not opposed to looking at what is the right ratio, reducing the number of car parks, but in some cases, there are going to be unit blocks built now without any car parks whatsoever and possibly maybe one or 2 for larger apartments.
	But the biggest problem we have is the problem with the LNP’s parking regulated areas, so in tandem with the changes to policy that the LNP is proposing here, the LNP also a few years ago changed the ability to get a parking permit in your area where you have a newbuild after 2017. Any new apartments that are being built that don’t have car parking space, now those people will not be able to even park on the street. Now in some of these places parking on the street is critically important. Highgate Hill, Red Hill, parts of Herston and Woolloongabba, they’re very residential, so I think there is a real problem with the way in which the LNP are going about this and I certainly don’t believe that their intent is something that will actually happen.
	I don’t think there is any single person in Brisbane that thinks units are going to become at least $100,000 or more—according to the LORD MAYOR, or a lot more according to the LORD MAYOR—cheaper, because that’s what the LORD MAYOR’s told everybody here today, that his Administration is making units cheaper. What he’s actually doing is putting more money back into the pockets of developers. He is depriving residents who may have a vehicle of somewhere safe to park their car, either on their own property that they own or on the street in the neighbourhood in which they live and that is the outcome of this.
	Now yes, there is a whole buyer beware approach to this, that if you’re buying in these places, you should be aware that you won’t have a car park, or you might not be able to park on the street. But that information is not communicated clearly to new residents, certainly not communicated to tenants and a lot of people are going to find themselves disadvantaged by this policy decision. I don’t think the LNP has got the mix right. I think that a lot of people are going to find out the hard way that they’ve got a car and they’re going to have to pay thousands and thousands of dollars a year to park it in a commercial car park somewhere. That is problematic in that again it’s a form of developer and you know, business subsidies. Who is the person in the Chamber? Dead set, that can’t be happening, Mr Chair.
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Yes, but you’re not allowed to just wander round the Chamber and hand things to people.
Deputy Chair:	Sorry?
Councillor JOHNSTON:	So, Mr Chairman, the LNP staff member just walked straight into the Chamber and gave Councillor WINES a piece of paper, just walked straight in. Hello, wake up.
Deputy Chair:	Yes, well he’s allowed in since it’s been the practice in—
Councillor JOHNSTON:	It’s not practice. Practice is that he has a spot in the corner. He’s not supposed to wander round the Chamber.
Deputy Chair:	He’s been approved to come in by the Chair of Council, so I didn’t see him wander in. Look, he can come in through different entrances, so yes, please continue with your speech.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Just to be clear, staff members can walk right into the Chamber and right up to a Councillor to hand them papers? Is that your ruling, Mr Chair, just to be clear?
Deputy Chair:	The staffer has been allowed into the Chamber by the Chair and that’s my ruling. Please continue with your speech.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	No, my question, Mr Deputy Chair, is, is it your ruling that staff members can walk right into the Chamber and up to Councillors to hand them papers? Is that your ruling?
Deputy Chair:	Yes, the staffer has been approved to enter the Chamber.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Again, I don’t mean to be rude, Mr Deputy Chairman, I’ll say it slower.
Deputy Chair:	Thank you, your time has expired.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Are staffers, Mr Chair, Deputy Chair, are staffers allowed to walk right into the Chamber, right up to Councillors and hand them papers?
Deputy Chair:	I have explained the staffer has been approved to enter the Chamber. Your time has expired.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Point of order, Mr Deputy Chairman. Mr Deputy Chairman, I don’t know if you’re being deliberately obtuse about this, but my question to you is, are staff members allowed to walk right into the Chamber, right up to Councillors and hand them papers?
Deputy Chair:	In the absence of the standing rules it’s up to the Chair to decide, so I’ve approved to do that, so please be seated. Your time has expired. 
	Any further debate? 
	Councillor CHONG WAH.
Councillor CHONG WAH:	Thank you, Chair. I rise to speak on Clause A, the tailored amendment to the Brisbane City Plan 2014 and the so-called Inner-City Affordability Initiative. This is a good step towards reducing car-centric urban planning in Brisbane. In fact it’s the closest thing to congestion busting that we’ve seen from this Administration in many years. If we step back in time for just a moment to 2019, we’ll recall that both the LNP and Labor supported an amendment to the City Plan that increased minimum parking ratios in new developments. The Greens knew then, as we know now, that the solution to congested streets isn’t mandating private vehicle ownership. It’s investing in public transport and active transport. Congratulations, LORD MAYOR, for adopting the essence of Greens policy.
	It’s unfortunate it took Brisbane ranking 10th worst in the world on congestion and on a housing crisis for you to come around. The reduction in private vehicle use in our highest density areas, such as Milton, is welcome. But we have serious concerns about the transparency and honesty of this Council Administration. In Attachment C, Council responds to concerns about public transport accessibility. They claim that the Council is committed to more buses for suburbs, expansion of the CityCat and free services like the city bus loops. How could this Council Administration possibly say this with a straight face, when just 2 months ago they cut 40% of ferry services to Milton?
	Can someone explain to my community how cutting one of 3 public transport modes in Milton supports community—sorry, Council’s commitment to expanding public transport? I’m very much looking forward to Councillor MURPHY’s attempt to explain this in his response to my letter, which has so far taken 56 days to write. How strong is this Council’s so-called commitment to more buses and free bus loops when they cut the free 86 Kurilpa South Brisbane bus loop just last week?
	It’s also worth noting that residents’ concerns about active transport are not addressed in Council’s response to the consultation. Within the City frame and City core there are spots like Cribb Street in Milton and Lang Parade in Auchenflower that are too dangerous for pedestrians to cross. This Council has denied all requests for safer crossings at these sites. For cyclists, as soon as they leave the Bicentennial Bikeway, there’s a serious lack of separated bike lanes. To not even acknowledge these issues is disgraceful, but unsurprising. After all, this is the same LORD MAYOR that calls vital pedestrian safety infrastructure like pedestrian crossings a downgrade.
	The most concerning part of this proposed amendment is the utterly misleading title of housing affordability initiative. This is an affordability initiative for rich developers. Sure it’s cheaper to build, but just like the LNP’s costly and ineffective infrastructure charges discounts, how will Council ensure these savings are passed on to desperate buyers? What stops developers continuing to trickle supply, keep prices soaring and pocket the cost savings? If this LORD MAYOR was serious about housing affordability, he would work with the State Government to establish a mandatory inclusionary zone for more public and community housing. If he was serious he would introduce a vacancy levy to stop developers land banking and make them get on with actually selling homes. Big developers have artificially restricted housing supply. Until this Administration shows true leadership and takes them on, housing will remain unaffordable for Brisbane residents.
Deputy Chair:	Further speakers? 
	Councillor STRUNK.
Councillor STRUNK:	Thank you, Deputy Chair. I rise to speak on Clause A, the Inner-City Affordability Initiative. First of all, I’d like to say basically that any time we change the plan, the City Plan, in regards to anything, there are consequences, intended or otherwise. I think the majority of what I want to speak about are intended consequences, because any person looking at what is going to come out of this change is going to see a number of consequences. We are going to vote in favour of this clause because it’s actually going to increase stock, or we believe it’s going to increase stock.
	But the arguments that the LORD MAYOR put during his time speaking on this clause, he said that it was probably going to—and I take Councillor JOHNSTON, when she said it so well, that it’s going to save up to $100,000 or more per unit. Now we know that is not true, there is no way a developer is going to give money away. It’s going to go out to the market and the market will pay what the market pays. There’ll be no caps, there’s no way we can force a developer to do that. Legally I don’t think there’s any way we can currently under the legislation, Queensland Government legislation, that we can force a developer to sell at a reduced price, because they didn’t have to build a car park or another car park for that unit.
	We also have to consider that really for 100 years almost now this city has been a car city, because honestly that’s the way it was designed, or that’s what came out of the design of the original city and its roads. You can’t get from point A to point B in Brisbane very well with public transport. It would be nice if we could, if we invested, it would be fantastic. If we could go from the city here to say, I don’t know, Indooroopilly pretty direct, without taking 45 or 50 minutes, it would be good if we could do that. But we can’t, so a lot of people don’t take public transport because it takes either too long or it’s too inconvenient and that’s their decision. We can build Metros, we can do all that to try to reduce congestion and all the rest of it and to speed things up, but we’re stuck with cars. Until they invent a flying car, which they actually probably have, but we’ve got to park those somewhere too.
	But anyway, getting back to the consequences, all the units that we’re building in the city, whether it be one bedroom, 2 bedroom or 3 bedroom of course, the 2 and 3 bedrooms of course deny the fact that there are going to be adults in these units and they’re all going to want to have a car to be able to get out, not just to work. Although maybe they can walk to work, maybe they can take public transport to work, but those times that you’re not working, when you’re out visiting friends on the northside of Brisbane or southside of Brisbane, you need transport to get there, a convenient mode of transport to get there that’s not too costly. Then you’re going to need to be able to park that somewhere.
	By cutting back on the number of car parks of course, 2 bedroom or 3 bedroom, a couple of teenagers, why shouldn’t they live in the city? Why should they be denied living in the city with those same things available to them in the suburbs, like a place to park your car? Why should they be denied that?
Councillor ADAMS:	Point of order, Mr Chair.
Deputy Chair:	Point of order, Councillor ADAMS.
Councillor ADAMS:	Will Councillor STRUNK take a question?
Councillors interjecting.
Deputy Chair:	Would Councillor STRUNK—
Councillor ADAMS:	I just didn’t know whether you said for or against this, because the Leader was for and he seems against.
Deputy Chair:	Sorry, please, Councillor STRUNK, would you care to take a question?
Councillor STRUNK:	Yes.
Deputy Chair:	Councillor ADAMS.
Councillor ADAMS:	Thank you, Councillor STRUNK, from a humble backbencher. I was just checking, are you for or against this item? Because your Leader said clearly supporting it. You don’t sound like you are.
Councillor STRUNK:	As I said at the beginning of my time, we are going to be voting for this because we need the increased amount of stock available to—because of the housing shortage. But every decision has consequences and that’s what I was outlining, just to put on the record for the former Deputy Mayor. But just finishing off, this—
Deputy Chair:	Councillor STRUNK, your time has expired. 
	Any further debate? 
	Councillor MASSEY.
Councillor MASSEY:	Thank you, Chair. I rise to speak on item A, the tailored amendment to the Brisbane City Plan 2024, inner-city affordability. For years the Greens in Brisbane City Council have been advocating for a reduction in car parking requirements. This is directly connected to our call for increased infrastructure deliveries from private developers, to enable the funding of essential infrastructure that our growing communities need, like parks, public transport, ferry terminals, safe bike and scooter lanes and so much more. This funding, if implemented, would vastly improve our communities’ quality of life, making them more viable, sustainable and accessible for all.
	It’s important to note just a few years ago the policy to increase car parking requirements outside of the City frame and core was implemented and this policy highlights 2 things that are priorities for the LNP Administration. First, car-centric, prioritising more car parks, billions of dollars on road widening projects and favouring drivers over pedestrians, bike riders, public transport users. This is evident from the limited traffic calming measures, lack of separated bike lanes and focus on reducing car waiting times, rather than improving wait times for everyone else. These LNP policies have negatively impacted our communities, leading to more traffic congestion and fewer safe transport options for public transport users, pedestrians, scooter and bike riders.
	Secondly, the LNP Administration has a history of handing out benefits to developers, whether through cutting infrastructure charges, rewarding them with hyper-density zoning like the Kurilpa TLPI, it’s worrying that this move is being applauded by property and development groups. With this amendment, we are seeing the continuation of that cosy relationship. Because there are no guarantees in short, medium or even in the long term that any savings private developers make will be passed on to renters or new homeowners, none whatsoever.
	Moreover, in the worse housing crisis in Australia’s history since the Great Depression, we do know that this amendment implemented today will not deliver any immediate short-term respite for renters, rough sleepers or homeowners with mortgages. For The Gabba Ward, obviously the most concerning areas for this expansion are West End and Kangaroo Point. Over the last decade, increased density in these suburbs has created a significant gap in public transport and infrastructure. These suburbs are poorly connected to train lines and aren’t adequately serviced by ferries or buses. Yes, West End has good rapid transport services like the 60 and the 199, but we still don’t have the long-promised Victoria Street ferry terminal and the buses are under pressure from the large density increases.
	Despite being a peninsula, Kangaroo Point still doesn’t have a CityCat stop or a reliable high frequency bus service. Residents are rightly concerned that there is not enough public transport to accommodate the car parking reduction. It is clear in the submissions that this was a concern. What is laughable is the fact that the recently discontinued 86 Kurilpa loop that serviced South Brisbane is actually being used in Council’s response to these concerns. Is this Administration for real? Is this some kind of sick joke? Can they not see the irony of using a bus that just got cancelled to assure residents that there is already enough public transport?
	Either way, we as a Council need to be prioritising equitable transport solutions and infrastructure that supports community, not further enabling car-centric policies and handing out benefits to developers without any parameters, to ensure that affordable housing is actually delivered. 
	Through you, Chair, I would love to invite the LORD MAYOR, who earlier stated that they are looking at different housing policies, LORD MAYOR SCHRINNER, I would be stoked to talk to you about a vacancy levy. The Greens will support this motion and we will continue to fight for public transport infrastructure deliveries and housing policies and solutions that would immediately ease the burden for residents today, not far, far in the future without any guarantees.
Deputy Chair:	Any further debate? 
	Councillor ALLAN.
Councillor ALLAN:	Thank you, Mr Chair. I rise today to speak on this item, item A, the tailored amendment to Brisbane City Plan 2014, Inner-City Affordability Initiative for car parking. Look, importantly, the fact that it’s a tailored amendment means we’re going to do this quickly. This is going to go down to the State and we will get this implemented as quickly as we possibly can. What I wanted to advise the Chamber, if it wasn’t clear in the LORD MAYOR’s speech, is that we’re not changing the ratios; we’re changing the boundaries of the City core and the City frame. This is all about acknowledging that our city has changed and grown in the last 20 years, that’s how long it’s been since this was last reviewed, so it’s very much about reflecting the growth in the city.
	The city also has had significant investment in public and active transport over those 2 decades and we want to acknowledge that and leverage that investment, which is really important. In 2023, we introduced the Housing Supply Action Plan which focuses on fast-tracking the delivery of new homes and this is part of that process. Obviously we’ve looked at other initiatives to drive housing supply, including infrastructure charge discounts, and certainly from our perspective, we’re acknowledging the fact that car parking and particularly in the inner-city areas of the city are a challenge and that they do impact directly on the costings. What’s happening at the moment is we’re approving housing at an incredible rate and well in advance of what the South East Queensland Regional Plan wants, but they’re not getting built.
	So what we’ve got to do is try and lean into the process and we believe this particular incentive will actually help us to bring down the cost of construction. This will lead to more affordable purchasing prices and more affordable rent in due course. Despite what the Opposition has said—and I’m glad to hear that the Opposition and the Greens are going to support this motion—the reality is this will reduce costs and ultimately lead to a better outcome for those people seeking homes. We’ve certainly worked with the industry, the industry bodies, and we’re well aware of the challenges that are facing that industry.
	There’s no secret to the fact that houses are not being built. We’ve got to lean into that challenge and certainly those on the other side of the Chamber will bring up all sorts of reasons why we shouldn’t do that. But at the end of the day, this is about providing desperately needed housing. We have a very strong belief that this will in fact lead to improved outcomes, that we will in fact drive down the cost of construction, which will bring more of those projects to fruition. The Leader of the Opposition did raise the fact that he was concerned about how we track the impact, or track the impact on affordability. The reality is this will be to a very significant extent—
Councillor STRUNK:	Point of order, Chair.
Deputy Chair:	Point of order.
Councillor STRUNK:	Would Councillor ALLAN take a question?
Councillor ALLAN:	No, not at the moment.
Councillors interjecting.
Deputy Chair:	Please continue, Councillor ALLAN.
Councillor ALLAN:	This is all about obviously recognising that there are market forces at play here. There are market forces that impact construction costs and feasibilities, there are market forces that are going to impact the amount that a buyer’s prepared to pay. But ultimately, people have an opportunity to consider where they want to live, consider what sort of an apartment they want, do they want a car park or not. Now importantly, we have history in this city, back in 2015 and 2016 we had a situation where we had what people believed were too many apartments in this city. So we have a history where we have been able to create initiatives that bring about housing. We do believe that this will drive supply and that the market will respond and deliver that supply where it’s feasible.
	Now in terms of the community consultation that took place between 8 October and 5 November, we had 90-odd submissions of which I think 87 were properly made. They have all been assessed and we have amended the consultation boundaries in order to get the boundaries we have before us today. This is very much about driving the outcomes we want to see in the city. To some of the other points that were raised today, there was so much raised, a lot of it was totally irrelevant to the argument. We could have a whole session on unpacking that, but ultimately this is about providing housing in our city. We’re confident that it will do that and I commend this item to the Chamber.
Deputy Chair:	Any further debate? No further debate. 
	Right of reply, LORD MAYOR.
LORD MAYOR:	Thank you. Just briefly, thank you to those Councillors who contributed. Thank you to those Councillors who said they will support this initiative. It’s kind of like when someone—you’ve had an argument with someone and then they’ve said they’re sorry, but then they say but. It’s like I’m sorry but it was really your fault, you know they’re not sorry. So we’ve heard that they’re going to support it, but all of the reasons why they’re really not that supportive of it. My favourite part of the discussion was, there were questions raised about whether we can guarantee that this will bring down the cost of housing. As I said before, the only guarantee we have is that if you add extra costs onto housing they’ll be passed on to the buyers.
	We’ve heard today that the Greens Councillors want us to introduce a new tax to housing, the vacancy levy, as though that suddenly wouldn’t be passed on to buyers. It is extraordinary stuff here, they’re talking about bring down the cost of housing or bring on more supply, yet they want to introduce a new tax. You cannot tax your way out of the housing crisis. This is about bringing down the cost pressures, together with infrastructure charges incentives, but it’s also only targeted to areas very close to the city. This is not about reducing car parking ratios in Forest Lake or Calamvale. It’s about areas that have good access to facilities and transport. It’s also quite extraordinary to hear the Greens Councillor arguing— 
Councillor STRUNK:	Point of order, Mr Chair.
LORD MAYOR:	—that West End doesn’t have good public transport.
Deputy Chair:	LORD MAYOR, there is a point of order.
Councillor STRUNK:	Will the LORD MAYOR take a question?
Deputy Chair:	No.
Councillor STRUNK:	No? Geez.
Deputy Chair:	LORD MAYOR, please continue.
Councillor STRUNK:	Zero for 2.
LORD MAYOR:	It’s interesting to hear the Greens Councillors arguing that West End doesn’t have good public transport. People in the rest of Brisbane would argue otherwise. It’s also interesting that she’s—Councillor MASSEY has supported a service which had very poor patronage and was only designed to be introduced during the Metro construction period. So look, I would simply say we’ve been very clear, the intent of this is to relieve cost pressures on the construction of new housing, particularly in those inner-city, high-density areas, where we need people to live close to facilities. This is fundamentally an anti-sprawl approach and it is an approach that sees the costs relieved, the cost pressures relieved and not just in a minor way.
	If you’re bringing down infrastructure charges—at the moment you’ve got infrastructure charges in the range of $20,000 to $30,000 per apartment, and you provide a discount on that, yes, it is a measurable discount. But the reduction in car parking requirements can have a much more significant financial impact on relieving cost pressures. Because we’re talking about, as I said, at least $100,000 per car parking space that it costs the builder to build and we are trying to relieve some of those pressures. The combination of reductions in infrastructure charges in well-located areas and relieving the pressure on parking requirements, this can have a really measurable impact on the cost of building housing in Brisbane. I look forward to receiving the support of Councillors as we vote on this item.
Deputy Chair:	We will now put item A to the vote. 

Clause A put

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clause A of the report of the Establishment and Coordination Committee was declared carried on the voices.

[bookmark: _Hlk130978275]Thereupon, the DEPUTY MAYOR and Councillor Andrew WINES immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared carried.

The voting was as follows:

[bookmark: _Hlk113372151]AYES: 24 -	The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Fiona CUNNINGHAM, and Councillors Krista ADAMS, Greg ADERMANN, Adam ALLAN, Tracy DAVIS, Alex GIVNEY, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sarah HUTTON, Sandy LANDERS, Kim MARX, Ryan MURPHY, Danita PARRY, Steven TOOMEY, Andrew WINES, Penny WOLFF and the Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Lucy COLLIER, Steve GRIFFITHS, Emily KIM, Charles STRUNK, Seal CHONG WAH and Trina MASSEY.

NOES: 1 -	Nicole JOHNSTON.

Deputy Chair:	LORD MAYOR, item B of the E&C report.
LORD MAYOR:	Thank you, Mr Acting Chair. Just in relation to the question that Councillor JOHNSTON asked, the Package 2 of the Empowering Brisbane’s Aquatic Centres program, it includes upgrades at Colmslie, Centenary, Dunlop, Ithaca, Manly, Newmarket, Parkinson, Runcorn, Spring Hill, Valley and Carole Park pools. We have here in this report 7 out of 8 contracts—
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Point of order, Mr Deputy Chair.
Deputy Chair:	Point of order, yes?
Councillor JOHNSTON:	I appreciate the list, but I asked for the amounts as well as the list.
LORD MAYOR:	Okay, I’ll make sure that Councillor HOWARD can provide that information. I’ve been given the names but not the amounts at this stage, so I wanted to provide what I had upfront. Seven out of 8 contracts awarded in this particular suite of contracts were awarded to local suppliers, being 96% of contracts. So far this financial year, 68 contracts have been awarded to local suppliers, being 94% of all contracts and a total spend of $748 million. Also in addition to the Empowering Brisbane’s Aquatic Centres program, there is also the East Region Playgrounds Upgrade, the car park upgrade at Wests Mitchelton Rugby Club and a renewal of our Metro vehicle insurance policy as well. I commend this item to the Chamber.
Deputy Chair:	Any further debate? 
	Councillor CASSIDY.
Councillor CASSIDY:	Thanks, Chair. I rise to speak on the contracts and tendering report from December 2024. It’s good to see a few more contracts, I guess, for the December rather than the November or—I think it was the November one we had in the meeting that got—it was 2, 2 in the previous contracts and tendering. So a few, a couple more, a couple more, things really picked up in the month of December, where we have a couple more than 2. But still shocked, still shocked at what we are covering in terms of the capital expenditure and contract expenditure in our first meeting back for 2025.
	It shouldn’t be a shock though, because when you look at how much work E&C, Civic Cabinet, did as Council’s delegate during the recess, they only met once since last meeting. Since the December meeting over that long recess, E&C only met once, so the 9th and that was on 9 December. Then not until normal schedule resumed with Council meetings coming back, did we see Civic Cabinet come back together and pat each other on their backs for selecting a new DEPUTY MAYOR. I guess when you set the pace, LORD MAYOR, in having just one meeting every 8 weeks of E&C, that does flow down. When you set the pace that flows down to the work that’s being done, because you’re not setting the strategic direction of Council that is required.
	When you deliver a budget, that restricts maintenance funding the Council officers are able to access to upgrade and to repair things out in the suburbs and deliver projects as well. So from 9 December to 20 January there was no work of Council. Obviously the CEO had certain delegations approved to be able to do certain work, but it’s just incredible to think that the work of Council stopped because the delegations that E&C have from Council when we were in recess were not exercised and the work of Council completely stopped. We’re not going to see a rates rebate in the next quarter for the work not done by the LNP regime, no, not a chance at all. 
	If you look at the few contracts before us today, we’re seeing almost $1 million for a playground, or playground upgrades or a playground upgrade. Of course great to see that, but when we’ve been around our wards and I’m sure a lot of LNP Councillors have had this over the Christmas period and longer than that, we’re seeing playgrounds that are being left to rot out in the suburbs. We’re seeing play equipment being covered in orange mesh, we’re seeing park benches covered in orange mesh. We’re seeing temporary fencing put around dog parks for 8 months in some cases where sinkholes are appearing. This is just a few examples and this is increasing.
	The instances of playgrounds and public spaces being closed for public use is increasing because the level of maintenance funding is decreasing. While the LORD MAYOR can roll in here with his contracts and tendering report, which has $1 million being spent on a playground upgrade, one single playground upgrade, the real story for most people living in Brisbane is that they’re paying more and getting less. We—you know, this is really quite incredible, isn’t it, when you think about that. The responses we’re getting to the office now, and I’m sure a lot of other Councillors are getting this, they will be on that side as well, from Council officers saying these things need to be done, whether it’s maintenance jobs and they need to be fixed. But there is no funding available anymore and they will just have to be in a standard budget bid through the internal process up to the LORD MAYOR and fingers crossed maybe those things will be done. 
	When we’re getting responses saying that kerbing and channelling is now no longer going to be repaired, because all of that concrete funding maintenance money that would be spent on kerbing and channelling now has to be spent on dangerous footpaths because they dropped the ball on that years ago. When it takes 6 months to get a chair replaced—repaired, sorry, repaired 2 years out in Councillor GRIFFITHS’ area, 8 months that the highest use dog off-leash areas in my ward at Mulbeam Park has had that temporary fencing around the gate, forcing people to use the maintenance entry. 
	Every couple of weeks we ask for an update and the update is yes, this needs to be fixed but there’s no maintenance money. There’s no maintenance money from this LNP regime. So it’s no longer just a—it’s not just a sort of sentiment that people feel, that they’re paying more and getting less from this LNP regime. It’s a lived experience, it’s a lived experience for the people living out in the suburbs of Brisbane.
	The other item there before us is for an insurance policy for Metro vehicles. God knows we need that obviously. We’ve heard some real clangers when it comes to the operation of Metro vehicles, whether it’s through testing the—what was it? The trial period, the first launch?
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	Yes, Councillor MURPHY’s stuff up there he was deeply apologetic about, cost him a job in fact. But you know, doors don’t operate when the rain was happening, not enough power to move the capacity of 150, maybe 170 people, all those teething issues they talked about. Well we’ve heard a lot worse, we’ve heard a lot worse occur since the start of the so-called M2 Metro, which I’m sure we’ll hear a lot more about over the coming weeks as the experience of drivers is put out more into the public domain. I’m sure LNP Councillors, they go to the launch and they do all the fanfare and put it on social media and do all that sort of stuff, throw a $100,000 party, but I wonder if they really know what’s going on in the operation of Metro. But good we have insurance on those vehicles because we, I suspect, are going to need that. We’re going to need a good insurance policy on them going forward. But again a disappointing amount of work that we’re not seeing.
	We’ll get the LORD MAYOR—maybe he won’t, he might not bother summing up. He often jumps up when we make the point that not much is going on in terms of contracts and tendering. He says oh, first of all Labor doesn’t want you to contract out work and then they do want you to contract work out. I just want to make the point that what we see in contracts and tendering is the realisation of everything the LORD MAYOR has funded, or not funded more to the point, in his budget and what he is funding or cutting in his quarterly budget reviews. What we see before us, apart from major projects, from expenditure on things like green bridges and the Metro and Moggill Road and things like that, are all of those projects that are contained in the suburban work schedule, or within the core budget delivered each June by the LORD MAYOR.
	When you get to halfway through the year, well the November month and then the month of December and see that, by the time you get to that point in the year, the LORD MAYOR is only—well Council officers are only able to issue contracts for 2 items, maybe 3 or 4 items a month. That paints a pretty clear picture to me about not just the work ethic of this LORD MAYOR, but also his commitment and dedication to seeing investments roll out in the suburbs of Brisbane. It’s pretty light on. The contacts and tendering report is light on, which means the work that the LORD MAYOR and the E&C and his regime are doing is very light on as well. A big disappointment for the people of Brisbane.
Deputy Chair:	Any further debate? 
	Councillor GIVNEY.
Councillor GIVNEY:	Thank you, Chair. I rise today to speak on item B, contracts and tendering for December. I’d like to draw particular attention to contract CW15107, which has been awarded the upgrade of the W. Poole playground in Wynnum, more commonly known as the whale park dry playground. Before I was elected as the Councillor of Wynnum Manly, I had the opportunity to attend the stakeholder engagement session for this project. It was wonderful to hear from park users, both young children and their families, about what they wanted for this well-loved park. I’m now thrilled to see that this contract has been awarded, allowing work to commence in the coming months. I know the families of the bayside are just as excited as I will be to see this upgrade become a reality.
	These works will transform this much loved playground into a dynamic, inclusive and engagement space for children of all ages. The enhancements include a vibrant custom designed boardwalk with risers and drips, creating opportunities to climb and balance. A large group spinner to encourage social play. Sand play areas including—featuring pulleys, buckets, tunnels and chutes for creative exploration. Three bathing box themed colourful cubbyhouses with speaking tubes and a blackboard to allow children to leave each other messages. A new bridge will provide an accessible link between the current and the existing play structures.
	New fishing nets to climb on existing poles and to challenge our young adventurers. Interactive map and compass panels for navigation and discovery play. Beautifully carved boulders with small artworks for tactile engagement and informal seating and repairs and upgrades to the existing structures and existing safety—to ensure safety and longevity. Additional swings were also incorporated in response to community engagement. This upgrade follows community engagement, detailed site investigations and careful planning to preserve the surrounding heritage trees, while enhancing the all-over play experience.
	I would like to extend a special thank you to Andrew Ensbey and the parks team for their commitment to ensuring the design complements the existing playground and water play infrastructure, while enhancing its accessibility to children of all ages and abilities. I also appreciate their willingness to meet with me to discuss my concerns about the softfall under the climbing frame. This has a history of getting caught in the water play filters and it affects the water pressure. They were all too happy to make changes to the plan to accommodate for this. Their attention to these details will ensure a better experience for all park users.
	This playground is a cherished space for bayside families and I’m delighted that the Schrinner Council is investing in its future. Any weekend that you head down to the bayside you will see it absolutely packed with people. I look forward to seeing the work commence and soon and most importantly, seeing local children and families enjoy this fantastic, updated play space. As a past primary school teacher, it is very important to have these play areas for our children, so I thank the Schrinner Council. Thanks.
Deputy Chair:	Any further speakers? 
	Councillor STRUNK.
Councillor STRUNK:	Yes, thank you, Chair. I rise to speak on this clause, contracts and tendering. Specifically a couple of the contracts were of interest to me in one respect, in some respects. They weren’t directly connected to my ward, but there are implications for what we’ve been trying to do in my ward as well. Anyway, the first one was the Wests Mitchelton rugby car park, which looking at it from a Google vantage point, or Nearmaps vantage point, certainly needs to be resealed, or needs to be reconstructed and then sealed. It’s obviously been that way for a while, but I have one of those in my ward as well at McEwan Park. Like the Mitchelton one, it’s really broken up and it’s very undulating and it’s probably quite unsafe, the Mitchelton one, for people to walk.
	Of course there’s probably potholes and things like that in it as well and it really needs to be done. Now that quarter of a million dollars that the Mitchelton one has attracted to take care of that is something that I’ve been asking for, for 8 years at McEwan Park. Now I was very successful—well not me personally, but a couple of projects in my ward had some savings and we were able to do a little bit of resurfacing for about $70,000, which is about to start. But that’s really something that should probably be fully sealed and hopefully maybe the LORD MAYOR can remember that one for his budget coming up and be funded, because I have asked for it for about 8 years now.
	But like Mitchelton, we’ve got very successful clubs, they have a lot of people. My darts club at—and I’m sure the rugby club’s the same, have hundreds of people that actually use that car park from time to time. I know in my area, my club, the Ipswich Darts club—sorry, the Inala darts club, they can have up to about 120 cars during competitions and things like that. I’m sure the Mitchelton rugby club as well have that sort of number as well no doubt. I think it’s quite important that all these grounds, all these car parks right across Brisbane are given the full attention of this Council.
	The second contract is in regards to the new first aid kits. Now when I became a Councillor in 2016, we were told that the first aid kits would not be replenished because there was no one actually trained to give first aid, so they withdrew the first aid kits right across Council, I’m told. I thought it was just maybe the ward offices, but it was right across Council. Really we haven’t really had first aid kits right across Council and this quarter of a million dollars is going to replenish those. We’ve just received our, we’ve just received ours, yes, it just came in in the mailbags, which is really good.
	But the question we did ask ward support is what about the training? What about the training, the reason they withdrew them in the first place? He said that he would look into that. With the CEO here, our new CEO, maybe she can have a look into that, because I think it’s quite important that we do have them and that we do have people that are trained to use them, because it’s very important. We have 8,000 staff right across Brisbane and we do need that support from time to time when accidents occur. Thank you, Chair.
Deputy Chair:	Any further debate? 
	Councillor ADAMS.
Councillor ADAMS:	Thank you, Mr Deputy Chair. I rise also to speak on item B and in particular, contract 3 for the Glindemann Park skate upgrade. A very exciting project and I have to say again, similar to Councillor GIVNEY, thank you to Andrew Ensbey, who does the most wonderful work in our skate parks. I am the very, very proud local Councillor of a more of a tiny tots, like up to about 6-year-old skate node that we’ve got in Tarragindi. He did some fantastic work there. But Andrew has then now actually designed, with Trailworx Australia, as you can see in the contract here, one for Glindemann Park which is definitely for the older children in the Holland Park Ward.
	We did a lot of consultation on Glindemann Park, we were out there, the Council officers were out there on multiple weekends. Many different ways to contact, through letters, through social media, through QR codes and actually the old lemonade stand, to talk to the community. One of the very strong and loud voices of the community was our 12-year-old bike riding boys, who weren’t interested in actually talking to us, of course. They just liked the QR code, click the QR code, fill it in, send in the 10 answers.
	I know that our habitat group are going to be very excited about them stopping to using their mulch every time it gets delivered to turn it into BMX jumps. This multiuse riding track that is being funded, thank you LORD MAYOR and DEPUTY MAYOR, through the budget, but also a third of it through my SEF funding as well, has got a fantastic design. Particularly for tweenies that are looking for that extra challenge, there is a lot of furniture, as they call it, and street cred here in burns and jumps and everything for those that are more advanced, those for in between and those that want to do their parkour on their bikes in the middle.
	It is going to be a wonderful addition to the Holland Park Ward. It gets started this week, I’m going to say weather permitting, how we’ve been going for this week. But I’m really looking forward to the next couple of months and seeing the result. I can’t wait to see how many kids are out there. I think they’re going to love it on their bikes or their scooters and really get involved. Thank you.
Deputy Chair:	Any further speaker? 
	Councillor GRIFFITHS.
Councillor GRIFFITHS:	Thank you, Mr Chair. Personally speaking, it’s been very interesting hearing what different Councillors get in this contract process. I always love this time, love listening to the stories from that side of the Chamber, because I know my kids in my communities are missing out. They are missing out because of the disparity between what is delivered in LNP wards and what is delivered in Opposition wards and I’d like to give some examples of that. The first contract I’d like to talk about is the aquatic centres. It’s amazing to hear all that great work happening in these aquatic centres. I think it’s brilliant and it’s good and should be commended.
	But I know the people in Acacia Ridge aquatic centre, I’m getting constant complaints down there that never get resolved, despite going to the Chairperson in relation to heating of that aquatic centre, in relation to the accessibility of that aquatic centre, in relation to the dirty and neglected facilities in that aquatic centre. I think it’s wonderful that money’s being spent in aquatic centres, it would be good to spend some money in Opposition Councillors in relation to aquatic centres. It’s a very stark contrast to the inner-city pools that I observe and that I have used in the past and the condition that they’re left in, as opposed to what is happening in the suburbs. I have to say my aquatic centre is largely used by people from the multicultural community.
	Secondly, the regional playground for east. It was lovely to hear Councillor GIVNEY speak about how the kids down in Wynnum love the space and the community’s using it and it’s wonderful. I think that’s the way it should be right across the city. I know that Acacia Ridge district park, we’ve been looking for an upgrade for years. Our water play is actually broken, they removed parts of it. Our facilities are in such poor condition that some of the playground equipment is actually broken.
	The lighting is really poor and I’ve raised that in the Chamber before and the LNP voted against it. We’ve had multiple stabbings down there and we had a murder last year in the park. Have we seen any improvements to lighting or security down there? Nothing. Wouldn’t you think the LNP would put that up as an important contract to be done? Well no, it hasn’t been done. Even at nighttime local residents won’t use that park and the police have advised people not to use that park because it’s not safe. This is what this Council is delivering in my community.
	Now I was finally interested in—and I’m always interested in NEWS and how they deliver for the LNP, but how they don’t deliver for this side of the Chamber. It was interesting to hear 2 Councillors get up and talk about how NEWS staff had been out doing consultations for them in their wards. I just got an email this week telling me that field services would not help me with a consultation, would not be involved with a consultation involving the spending of my SEF money, because it might involve some overtime hours. It was about a meeting that involved other areas of Council, that involved Oxley Creek Catchment Association (OCCA), so the habitat group like Councillor ADAMS was talking about. It involves other community groups, it involves a number of community members, but I got a no, we’re not doing that, we can use the time better.
	Well I’m just miffed, I’m miffed by the double standard in this Chamber and the constant, constant way that the community I represent misses out because of this double standard and I expect so much better. These contracts, look, they’re wonderful, you can crow about them, you can talk about them, it’s good if you can get it. Because we should all—we should have a standard condition across the city. We should have a standard delivery across the city. That’s what it says under the City of Brisbane Act, but that is not what is happening now. So these contracts, yeah, here we go again. What you’ve got to do with these contracts is dig down and actually look at and listen to the work that is going on in LNP wards as opposed to Opposition wards. Listen to the way—listen to the way the residents of Brisbane are missing out because of who they vote for. Thank you, Madam Chair—Mr Chair.
Deputy Chair:	Any further debate? 
	Councillor WINES.
Councillor WINES:	Thanks, Mr Deputy Chair. I appreciate the opportunity to speak to the contracts report before us today. The first thing that I must say is I think that Councillor GRIFFITHS was being a little bit cheeky there, saying his community doesn’t get anything, when I see that the Archerfield Wetlands playground was opened very recently.
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor WINES:	I assure you it is very good and it is a landmark park which I hear—
Councillor GRIFFITHS:	Point of order.
Councillor WINES:	—from some of my colleagues was—
Deputy Chair:	Councillor WINES, point of order.
Councillor WINES:	—millions of dollars’ worth of—
Deputy Chair:	Point of order.
Councillor GRIFFITHS:	I don’t believe the Archerfield playground is raised in these contracts.
Deputy Chair:	Sorry, that’s not a point of order.
Councillor WINES:	The point of order is of course confirmation that my point was correct and that the Archerfield Wetlands playground is very, very good and services the community of Moorooka. On the report there was a particular item for the Enoggera community which of course has been raised, which is the Wests Mitchelton car park upgrade. Now it is a excellent club in the district that produces a high-level of football player. They routinely win premierships across all grades, but they pride themselves on being the family club and that all coaches in that particular club are former players and they all bind in on each other. It’s a really wonderful community asset in Mitchelton. Now the car park there has been upgraded piece by piece over the years. However, this particular work will significantly improve the circumstances there.
	Now some Councillors may be aware but many wouldn’t be that for many, many years there were a number of places in the Enoggera district that were effectively asbestos factories. The most famous of those is Wunderlich’s, which is comfortably fewer than 100 metres from this particular site. Wunderlich’s produced asbestos for Brisbane and Queensland for many, many years. When you talk to some of the people who’ve lived there for a long time or lived—I should probably reframe that, lived there some time ago and the operation of the factory, they would tell you, they would say they’d come home from school and the streets would look like a Christmas village, such was the asbestos in the gutters and on the streets.
	Now because of that, from time to time we have a couple of issues with our park upgrades and so this particular playground has—excuse me, this particular upgrade has come across an asbestos issue, as you would anticipate, which has caused a lot of the need to do this work. But also it will increase the time and expense of doing this because as I said, in the past people weren’t necessarily—while some people were aware, the public weren’t aware of the issues around asbestos and it has caused, it causes—it caused then and continues to cause a great deal of issue in the north-western community. So this work will be clearing asbestos, resealing and resetting the car park and then making sure that it is a wonderful support item for what is a great community club.
	Now while we—just to say, it’s not just for one club, but the Arana Touch Association, which is a routine—excuse me, I keep using that word, but it is a regular, high-usage association that bases itself out of West Mitchie. They have moved around a little bit but they are there in that site now and all through the week there are hundreds, if not maybe more than 1,000 people a week playing touch football, on top of the hundreds of players associated with the club across all ages from under 5s to seniors. Plus also West Mitchie, as I said, they’re a community minded place, they make themselves available for a tournament between the local State high schools and Mount Maria. So Albany Creek State High, Ferny Grove, Mitchelton State High, Mount Maria, all play a football competition at this site.
	It is a well-used facility, this car park will be well—it is a necessary supporting item for that community association. But also, as I say, from time to time it’s not unusual to find asbestos underground and in this instance there was some that was in the site that had to be addressed as part of this works as well. Can I say, can I thank the contractors who are already on site, can I thank the officers in NEWS branch who have put this all together, can I thank the officers in community leasing who’ve put this all together. We in the north-west are looking forward to its completion very soon and to the ongoing enjoyment of what is a wonderful community space.
Deputy Chair:	Councillor JOHNSTON.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Yes, thank you. Just briefly on item B. I have listened to some of the debate here and I’m happy for those Councillors and I usually vote for the contracts and tendering reports. But I’m happy for those Councillors who get upgrades in their area and there’s been the odd thing in my ward, but not much. I noted with some interest the LNP approach to the way that the LORD MAYOR governs the city and this contract approvals or notification today certainly demonstrates that bent to funding projects in their own wards to the exclusion of others. There’s a couple of things that I would like to note and I thank Councillor WINES for talking about the importance of his car park in Mitchelton.
	We’re now in the 16th year of the Council public pool car park at Corinda that looks like it’s from a third world country. Three petitions, multiple requests and this Administration refuses to fix it, refuses to fix it. It came through again last year, I think. It is in a horrendous state, it’s falling apart, potholes, cracks, tree roots up. Many of the car parks have never met minimum distances so you can’t get a car in it. It’s in a shocking state. Now it services a Council asset, not a community and sporting club who under their lease are probably supposed to fix the car park themselves, but it is a Council asset. It’s in a shocking state. Not only does that Council asset—
Councillor WINES:	Point of order, Deputy Chair.
Deputy Chair:	Point of order.
Councillor WINES:	In the spirit of Councillor GRIFFITHS earlier, I know that Councillor GRIFFITHS would say this is not in the report and I would tend to agree with him. Can I get a ruling on whether this is—
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Point of order.
Deputy Chair:	Councillor WINES, that is not a point of order.
Councillor MASSEY:	Point of order, that’s not—
Deputy Chair:	Thank you.
Councillor WINES:	Can I get a ruling about whether Councillor JOHNSTON is speaking to the report or not?
Deputy Chair:	I don’t uphold your point of order. 
	Councillor JOHNSTON, please continue.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Thank you, Mr Chairman, that’s a miracle, Deputy Chairman. Look, I just want to make the point and the CEO is right here and I’m looking at her right now, that there is one rule for the LNP and another rule for everyone else. In the everyone else category I reckon I’m at the very bottom. The state of the Dunlop car park at Corinda is appalling and has been for 16 years. It’s had the odd bit of bitumen on it, the potholes occasionally get fixed. It services a busy pool, it services a soccer club that also supports Corinda State High School students. It services the back entry to Corinda State School and this Council has abandoned it. It is unsafe and it should be fixed. Whilst you see this lovely outcome here for Councillor WINES in Mitchelton, do you know what they say in Tennyson Ward? Well Councillor, use your SEF money to fix it. It would cost $1 million probably to fix it, it’s that bad, it’s that bad.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Yes, that’s right, yes and the roads and everything else. Now that’s probably one of 2. The other one, of course, is over in Yeronga Memorial Park where years ago we were told that they would fix it. They put a bit of that loose gravel down on half the car park outside the bridge club. They’ve left the area outside the war memorial where the elderly veterans struggle over the uneven ground. The croquet club to the eastern end of the park is dirt with potholes and problems and it’s all elderly people who use that and veterans and their families. Again I reckon that’s going on 15 years we’ve been waiting for that one to be fixed as well. So whilst I note Councillor WINES is very proud of getting this car park in his ward fixed, there are other parts of the city that this LNP Administration deliberately neglects. It is not good enough, it is absolutely not good enough. There needs to be a fairer allocation to projects in need.
	Very briefly, I just want to make comment about the last 2 items in the report as well, Citrix licensing and contractor and visitor management solution. I don’t know what either of these items are and the LNP’s track record on IT is just shocking and the CEO’s going to find this out the hard way. It’s like a black hole of expenditure. Hundreds of millions of dollars every year go into IT and guess what, we had an IT upgrade in the ward we were told about on Friday and it started on Monday and guess what, it didn’t work. The best part about how Council runs its IT is when they change things they don’t tell us what it is.
	So I don’t know what these things are, but a contractor and visitor management solution does sound like it’s going to impact on public access to parts of Council, possibly including our ward offices. Now I don’t know, because there’s no information in here whatsoever. The LORD MAYOR didn’t raise it and I don’t know what it means. Is it going to change the way security cards are issued? Who knows.
Deputy Chair:	Councillor JOHNSTON, your time has expired. 
	Any further debate? 
	DEPUTY MAYOR.
DEPUTY MAYOR:	Thanks, Mr Chair. I rise to speak briefly on item B. In December we continued to back local businesses through our local buyer procurement policy and 7 out of the 8 contracts that were entered into were local suppliers. I’ll come back to the number of contracts later, Mr Chair, but it brings the total to 68 contracts this financial year so far that have been with local suppliers, which is just under 95% of all of Brisbane City Council contracts. It’s well in excess of our 80% target and it’s testament to the vision of the LORD MAYOR and the work of our Strategic Procurement Office. Our buy local plan is paying dividends for local industry. I know that there’s a whole lot of pride that’s taken by the business community in Brisbane in working with their Council to improve the community that we all live in.
	The report from December has a contract for more playgrounds to be upgraded, as we’ve heard from various Councillors, as well as our beloved aquatic centres. As we know, Brisbane is Australia’s lifestyle capital and parks, playgrounds and our pools create more to see and do for our residents. As always and in accordance, Mr Chair, with Council’s procurement policy, a value-for-money methodology has been used when assessing tenders and proposals. We ensure that money is only spent in a way that will benefit residents and make sure that Brisbane continues to be the best place to work and live.
	Now Councillor WINES, through you, Mr Chair, has already pointed out the absolute hypocrisy from the Councillors on the other side of this Chamber. They talk about double standards, Councillor GRIFFITHS spoke about double standards in this place, when I know for a fact that he has just received a $20 million playground in his ward. Councillor CASSIDY makes the assumption that the number of contracts somehow reflects the work or the value or the contribution to our city. But in fact those contracts, Mr Chair, cover a significant amount of work and valuable work that is occurring in our suburbs and is entirely consistent with our 89% guarantee that spend from our budget will be in the suburbs. I’m incredibly proud of the work that this Council continues to do in our suburbs of Brisbane, as should all Councillors. Quite frankly, I’m disappointed that they come into this place and they talk our city down, time in and time again.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Point of order.
DEPUTY MAYOR:	Mr Chair, I report—
Deputy Chair:	Point of order.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Claim to be misrepresented.
Deputy Chair:	Noted.
Councillor GRIFFITHS:	Point of order, claim to be misrepresented too.
Deputy Chair:	Noted.
DEPUTY MAYOR:	Mr Chair, I commend the report to the Chamber.
Deputy Chair:	Thank you.
	Councillor JOHNSTON, your misrepresentation.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Yes, the DEPUTY MAYOR has misrepresented my speech. I certainly said I supported the projects on the other side, but I pointed to the inequity of funding projects in LNP wards when other projects needed to be done in my ward and elsewhere in the city. This is not talking down the City of Brisbane; this is calling out the political partisanship and pork-barrelling of the LNP Administration.
Deputy Chair:	Councillor GRIFFITHS, your misrepresentation.
Councillor GRIFFITHS:	Yes, thank you, Mr Chair. Similarly to Councillor JOHNSTON, I didn’t actually talk down Brisbane. I love Brisbane, I just want to see residents in my area treated fairly.
Deputy Chair:	Any further—Councillor HOWARD.
Councillor HOWARD:	Thank you, Mr Deputy Chair. I rise to speak on item B and particularly the contract number CW15078 and to address the question asked by the Councillor for Tennyson. This is the delivery of batteries, heat pumps, switchboards and smart energy monitoring and control systems across 11 Council aquatic centres and the LORD MAYOR has provided the names of those centres. Not only will this reduce Council’s overall energy footprint to assist in making a cleaner, more sustainable Brisbane, it will reduce energy consumption and the cost of running our pools.
	Item B includes a contract for Stage 2 of the program, which will deliver a range of those energy efficiency improvements. Now this total contract value for the package works is $858,934 across the 11 pools. We do not have the itemised value for each of these pools and I believe that that may be commercial-in-confidence. Therefore, I have asked the divisional manager to provide the Councillor for Tennyson with a written response.
Councillor GRIFFITHS:	Point of order. Can the Councillor table that information? Can I request, through you, Mr Chair, the Councillor table that information?
Deputy Chair:	Councillor HOWARD, would you care to table that information?
Councillor HOWARD:	I’ve just said that we will provide a written response.
Deputy Chair:	Yes, so Councillor HOWARD will provide a written response. 
	Any further speakers?
Councillor interjecting.
Deputy Chair:	Now I’ll put the item B to the vote. 

Clause B put

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clause B of the report of the Establishment and Coordination Committee was declared carried on the voices.

[bookmark: _Hlk130974636]Thereupon, Councillors Lucy COLLIER and Jared CASSIDY immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared carried.

The voting was as follows:

AYES: 17 -	The DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Fiona CUNNINGHAM, and Councillors Krista ADAMS, Greg ADERMANN, Adam ALLAN, Tracy DAVIS, Alex GIVNEY, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sarah HUTTON, Sandy LANDERS, Kim MARX, Ryan MURPHY, Danita PARRY, Steven TOOMEY, Andrew WINES, Penny WOLFF and Nicole JOHNSTON.

ABSTENTIONS: 7 -	The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Lucy COLLIER, Steve GRIFFITHS, Emily KIM, Charles STRUNK, Seal CHONG WAH and Trina MASSEY. 

Deputy Chair:	DEPUTY MAYOR, item C of the report please.
DEPUTY MAYOR:	Thanks, Mr Deputy Chair. Item C seeks Council’s approval for a public tender to establish a corporate procurement arrangement in the form of a panel supplier for landscape and turf supplies. Council obviously buys landscape and turf supplies such as soils, mulches, barks, sand, turf and playground-specific materials. They’re provided as a supply and delivery, or supply, delivery and installation terms of arrangement. A large majority of turf requirements for Council’s construction teams are for remediation purposes, following the completion of construction works like footpaths, kerb and channel works and roundabouts. An example of this can be found in the City Botanic Gardens, where the area that accommodated the Kangaroo Point bridge site office has recently been returfed.
	There’s always an ongoing need for landscape and turf supplies to support various projects and Council wants to ensure that these materials remain available for Brisbane’s green spaces and infrastructure maintenance. Structuring the arrangement in this way allows Council to achieve value for money outcomes for residents, like the ability to purchase mulch generated from our own tree maintenance activity. The existing procurement arrangement for these supplies expires on 14 July 2025. Council remains committed to securing high quality landscape and turf supplies and this new tender will ensure our long-term sustainability and readiness for when we host the world in 2032.
Deputy Chair:	Any further speakers? 
	Councillor CASSIDY.
Councillor CASSIDY:	Thanks, Chair. I rise to speak on Clause C, the significant contracting plan. What we know from this LNP regime is they like to spend more and deliver less. We saw that late last year when they bragged about spending a record amount on mowing grass, on the mowing contract. I think it was $12 million more being spent on that mowing contract at this point in the LORD MAYOR’s tenure compared to when he first became LORD MAYOR, but doing the exact same amount of mowing, not mowing any extra. What we are seeing here today is the LNP seeking to spend a whopping $45 million on landscape and turf supplies, including for soil, mulch and bark. Now this is essential obviously, with the amount of parks and open spaces, dog parks and gardens that we have in Brisbane so it’s essential we do have that, but $45 million is a lot of mulch, of course.
	Now what we also know in the context of providing soil and mulch particularly is that if we had a more sustainable recycling program for organic waste here in Brisbane, like FOGO, we would be producing our own mulch and our own compost and our own soil right here. But instead of course the LNP sat on its hand and they even scrapped—so they introduced a small—was it 2,000 homes, I think? They tried to scrap that as well last year. We know that’s going to cost the ratepayers of Brisbane really big in the long run. Now we used to hear—we got very used to hearing this LNP regime attack the State Government over the waste levy charges of which at the time that they were attacking them, almost 100% of those costs were offset for that period to allow Council to transition to become more sustainable in that sense.
	Now what do we hear from the regime here in Council, now that their party bosses are in charge at the State Government? The silence is deafening, the silence is deafening. Now it would be, it would be helpful to have some assurance from Council that the tens of millions of dollars being spent on landscaping supplies and turf supplies would support communities that have been ignored by the LNP out in the suburbs and spruce up places that have been neglected for too long. But I doubt we’re going to get a commitment out of them today for that. History does tell us of course that the lion’s share will be spent in inner-city areas, while outer suburbs remain neglected.
	A lady coming to me in a mobile office just on the weekend and talking about mowing at Mulbeam Park and out at Bald Hills as well, another park she goes to and how bad that is, how bad the service is. Then compares that to going to New Farm Park of course, where it’s push mowers with catches and a lot of time and money and effort spent in New Farm Park. But in key parks in the outer suburbs of Brisbane there’s no care or concern, there’s no monitoring of contracts. This resident backs onto the park, observes the contractors coming through and there is no oversight from Council when it comes to those jobs. What we’ve come to expect, what we have come to expect as local Councillors in outer suburban wards, while we will talk about it, is suburban neglect.
	LNP Councillors experience it but they’re not willing to talk about it. They’re muzzled, they’re gagged from talking about it. Certainly gagged from raising these issues of their own volition in the Council Chamber and certainly never get up and talk about them. It’s not an issue that suburban neglect is—on the northside it’s certainly not an issue that is contained to my ward, as people come from my area and go over to Bracken Ridge, or come from Bracken Ridge and come to my area, their experience is the same. The experience is the same although that resident certainly knew and identified that I’m willing to get up here in the Council Chamber and talk about it and demand better, but the Councillor for Bracken Ridge very rarely is, was the observation there.
	Obviously this is an essential contract, which we want to see delivered but delivered well, inequitably right across the suburbs of Brisbane and actually start seeing some value for money. Rather than just this sort of empty, hollow rhetoric from the LNP saying they’re spending more every year, spending more and more and charging people more in rates and more in fees and charges and more in receiving your rates in the mail, but you’re actually getting less delivered out in the suburbs of Brisbane. That’s what we want to see changed and that’s what we’ll keep fighting for.
Deputy Chair:	Any further debate? 
	Councillor HUTTON.
Councillor HUTTON:	Thank you, Deputy Chair. I rise to speak in item C, the landscaping turf supplies and associated services contracting plan. Now I think Councillor CASSIDY has been living under a rock. We have been through really tough times economically and everything is costing more and so naturally we have seen these services increase in cost. But can I just say, we believe on this side of the Chamber that we need to make our city beautiful and we are emphasising the efforts we are putting into our parks and open spaces. We want to see our garden beds mulched, we want to see our beautiful dog off-leash areas maintained and this panel will do exactly that. The proposed panel will allow us to secure a diverse range of products and services, including soils, mulches, sands, turf, to ensure our parks and streetscapes are green and welcoming.
	This new procurement arrangement will replace the existing contract which expires in July and will introduce a more structured and flexible approach to procurement. The new panel will consist of 2 categories, category 1 obviously turf and associated services and category 2 landscaping supplies, which will cover a broad range of materials essential for maintenance and new projects. Through this procurement strategy we will achieve a value for money outcome, encouraging competition amongst suppliers for large orders to secure cost savings. Exploring the opportunity to repurpose mulch generated from our own mulch teams. Strengthening supply chains ahead of our Olympic Games happening in 2032. Securing supplies across Brisbane to reduce transportation costs and improve logistic efficiencies and ensuring additional supply options for critical materials such as sandbagging during severe weather events.
	Now, Madam Chair—sorry, Mr Chair, I do have to laugh that those on the other side have completely ignored what is going on in FOGO. I don’t know how many times I can stand up in this Chamber and explain that FOGO is a no-go and just under the State Government legislation it is too hard right now for us to undertake this. The industry is not ready, so I’m not quite sure what those on the opposite are thinking, suggesting that somehow we’ll magically turn Brisbane into a giant compost heap and wait for it to turn into mulch to put on our gardens.
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor HUTTON:	Now what I will say though is that—
Deputy Chair:	Excuse me, Councillor. 
	Councillors, please, Councillor HUTTON has the floor. 
	Councillor HUTTON.
Councillor CASSIDY:	Point of order. Claim to be misrepresented.
Deputy Chair:	Noted.
Councillor HUTTON:	Thank you, Mr Chair. He will claim to be misrepresented because he is wrong. He is wrong on this and he has no indication, he’s got no idea what’s happening in the industry. The industry is not ready for FOGO. It’s not like they’re not with the best of intent, the legislation is not there to enable this to happen. So he can go and live in the pipe dream, we are still working away on this side of the Chamber to ensure that we are delivering the best for the residents of Brisbane and that will include using our own tree maintenance work to deliver mulch for our city. Mr Chair, I commend this item to the Chamber.
Deputy Chair:	Councillor CASSIDY, your misrepresentation.
Councillor CASSIDY:	Thanks very much, Chair. Councillor HUTTON suggested that I wanted to see Brisbane, the 200 suburbs that make it up, become one giant compost pile, in her words. Councillor HUTTON has a dangerous lack of understanding of what you can do with organic material, including biofuels, all sorts of stuff which the industry is crying out for.
Councillor WINES:	Point of order, point of order, Mr Chair.
Councillor CASSIDY:	Unfortunately Councillor HUTTON—
Deputy Chair:	Councillor CASSIDY, point of order.
Councillor CASSIDY:	—has absolutely no idea what goes on in her own portfolio.
Deputy Chair:	Councillor WINES.
Councillor WINES:	Can I just get a ruling? At what point does a misrepresentation become a speech of its own right and therefore an act of disorder?
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor WINES:	Yes, I ask it every week because, Councillor CASSIDY, you abuse the system.
Deputy Chair:	Councillor WINES.
Councillor WINES:	You abuse the system and you shouldn’t do it.
Deputy Chair:	Councillor WINES, that’s not a point of order. But look, I’ve been given a liberty for Councillor CASSIDY and all Councillors here to explain themselves in many cases. Thank you. 
	Any further speakers? 
	Councillor JOHNSTON.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Yes, thank you. Just briefly on item C, I note with interest Councillor HUTTON’s contribution to the debate today. I feel like she’s been busting at the seams to speak, to show everybody how capable she is and why she should have been the DEPUTY MAYOR, but obviously it wasn’t to be. I just don’t know if she came second or third and you know—
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	No, Councillor HOWARD didn’t run in the end, she was just mentioned. But anyway, Councillor HUTTON has inspired me to speak on this item and I just want to note a couple of things. Firstly, under the current turf arrangement—and I’m interested in whether this is going to change under the new turf arrangements—Council refuses to returf dog parks. The dog parks in Tennyson Ward look like the Great Sandy Desert. There is just dirt and sand as far as the eye can see. Now I don’t know whether or not that’s the same elsewhere in Brisbane, but I know in my ward, particularly Hyde Road Park, Yeronga Memorial Park, certainly around parts of Nadine, Faulkner Park and parts of Oxley—sorry, Corinda, are pretty bad, pretty bad.
	I’m very interested in the fact that Councillor HUTTON’s going to make these dog parks look beautiful now and I look forward—I look forward to Councillor HUTTON’s investment in, “making the city beautiful”. Because I can tell you now, these dog parks do not look beautiful. They look like outback Queensland, harsh, dry, dirt.
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Yes and it’s beautiful in outback Queensland where no one lives, where no one lives, but it’s not beautiful in the built-up suburbs of Brisbane, where people walk their dogs and these are—one of these parks is one of Australia’s oldest memorial parks. It’s so good that I’m still on this Committee after 16, nearly 17 years and I can hold Councillor HUTTON to account. I look forward to all my dog parks being made to look beautiful again and I will not be taking the Council officers’ no, Councillor, we’re not returfing dog parks anymore, because I know Councillor HUTTON says that’s what’s going to be happening.
	I also want to clarify just a little bit about this, the tough times economically and that’s been one of the problems that Councillor HUTTON’s been having to deal with. Yet she sits on E&C and week after week approves overseas junkets for her colleagues that cost $20,000 to $30,000, overseas junkets for senior Council officers. Meanwhile you can’t get the car park in Heritage Park fixed, you can’t get the dog park latch fixed, you can’t get the trees picked up. Councillor HUTTON didn’t think there were any trees down in Tennyson Ward after the storms in January but today she expressed surprise. They’re still down, huge, big trees. They had a great cleanup in the eastern suburbs of Brisbane and they forgot that the trees were down in Tennyson Ward as well. So that was a bit of a shock to her today. She said no, no, there’s no trees down in your ward. 
	It’s interesting, isn’t it, because all the photos were sent in to Council, and they’re fully aware of how many trees are down. They just haven’t gone and cleaned them up. So, I certainly hope that they’ll be cleaned up in the next week or so, because this is probably, I’d say, 5 kilometres from Councillor HUTTON’s own ward, and she has no idea how bad the storm was. Now, it’s probably trashed the turf in these parks as well, because the trees have been down for almost a month now. So, I look forward to the new turf going in, where the damage to the trees has occurred in these parks as well, because I know Councillor HUTTON’s really keen on making our city beautiful.
Deputy Chair:	Councillor GRIFFITHS.
Councillor GRIFFITHS:	Yes, thank you, Mr Chair. I wanted to see whether anyone wanted to stand up from that side of the Chamber and speak on item C, but no. No. It’s interesting, because I—
Councillors interjecting. 
Councillor GRIFFITHS:	Well, some of them are, but—I will take that, Councillor JOHNSTON—some of them aren’t. I know some of the Councillors over there aren’t happy with the standards being delivered, but they’re not allowed to say it. They’re not allowed to say it, because if they speak up, they get whacked—whack-a-mole. It must be frustrating for some of those Councillors over there. I just want to, first off, with this item, just say what a wonderful job our staff do out in the field. What an amazing job they do in the field and how much respect I have for those people, because they are given more and more and more to do with less and less resources. 
	For me, some examples of landscaping sites that can’t get attention are Kerry Road and Beatty Road; Granard Road and Beaudesert Road; Learoyd Road and Beaudesert Road; and also along Ipswich Road. We just can’t get attention. We can’t get that area maintained. In terms of boulevarding along Ipswich Road, we were doing subtropical boulevarding. I’ve been watching for years and years that it came out. It got close. We got to the magic mile, and then cut. It was cut. Why did the officers tell me it was cut? It was cut because we need to spend the money in the city centre for the Olympic Games. The Olympic Games is why we cut that program. Wow. Short-sighted. Crazy. Doesn’t make sense. Now, for sheer neglect, I would suggest you go to our cemeteries. I am getting so many complaints about Mount Gravatt—
Councillor HUTTON:	Point of order, Chair. 
Councillor GRIFFITHS:	—Cemetery. 
Councillor HUTTON:	Point of order, Chair.
Deputy Chair:	Point of order, Councillor HUTTON.
Councillor HUTTON:	This is not relevant to the report, and I ask for your ruling.
Councillors interjecting.
Deputy Chair:	Councillor GRIFFITHS—
Councillor GRIFFITHS:	I am happy to come back.
Deputy Chair:	Councillor GRIFFITHS, please come back to report. 
Councillor GRIFFITHS:	I will cover that point later on. It is certainly about landscaping. It is certainly about maintenance. It is about how many complaints—and, Councillor HUTTON, you can see how many complaints come through my office, more than I can see it, but you can actually see it and compare it to other wards. So, that is a big issue. Most recently—and it was interesting, Councillor JOHNSTON, you talk about dog parks. I’ve got multiple people posting out there now about the state of the dog park at Coopers Plains, Beryl Roberts Park, because Council won’t mow it. The mowing contractors have disappeared. Bang, they’ve gone. They’re no longer there. So, residents are bringing their own mowers to that dog park. In fact, and a sad, sad thing for people who are buried at Mount Gravatt Cemetery—and I had someone ring me last week about this—they have to take their own mower and their own whipper snipper to mow their parents’ graves. Same at Pinnaroo. 
	This is what we’re delivering. It’s shameful, and it’s not good enough. You can congratulate yourselves and say what a fantastic job you’re doing, but it’s not happening. If any of you want to come for a drive out in my ward, I’ll take you round and show you these sites. But you know what? None of you do. None of you want to see it. None of you want to see the reality of what we’re delivering outside of that little bubble that is the CBD. We are over and over and over again neglecting our residents and neglecting this city. Finally, I just want to say, I see that the tree maintenance people got to the 2 trees outside the tea rooms. 
	It was interesting to turn up today for our first Council meeting, and all that’s left of those beautiful trees that have been growing there for years is a one-metre stump. A one-metre stump, that’s the best service we could provide, and that’s in City Hall. It says everything about this Administration. It says everything to me about the way this Council is being run. That’s making the city beautiful. Maybe it’s a Trumpian phrase: making the city beautiful again. Thank you, Madam Chair, ah, Mr Chair.
Deputy Chair:	Any further speaker? 
	Councillor MASSEY.
Councillor MASSEY:	Thank you, Deputy Chair. I, too, have been inspired to stand and speak. I mean, look, we know that it is necessary to buy landscape and turf supplies. These are really necessary. I think the interesting point here that has been raised up by many Councillors is the lack of service that we’re receiving at the moment. Obviously, this is a part of the casualisation that has been created by the creation of multiple contracting. We know that we’re experiencing more delays in our wards. I’m not just talking about my ward. We know that this is actually citywide. We know that the maintenance levels across the city have reduced. 
	I know, in my ward, in the Gabba Ward, for Raymond Park, we had residents mow the park. I’ll go into a couple of other specific points. I guess what we’re saying here is, every opportunity that there’s a casualisation of the workforce in Council has seemed to bite Council back in the bum later. It also means that our internal capacity to deal with maintenance, with the work, the core work that Council is supposed to be delivering, so importantly, particularly to our green spaces and parks, continues to be delayed. I know this, and I know this because—and I’ll bring this up now—because of Kangaroo Point. Right? 
	Last year, October, from memory, there was a freak hurricane, mini storm in Kangaroo Point. What this actually caused was an incredible amount of damage to that area. I want to thank the Council officers who contacted me. We worked pretty closely together to ensure that these areas were protected, because they were dangerous for patrons, they were dangerous for residents, because there was a lot of work, a lot of trees affected. I thank you for your work on that. What I will say is, until last night, areas of Kangaroo Point, on the cliffs, one of the highest, most visible sites to see our beautiful, wonderful Brisbane—Meanjin—was still covered in tape. 
	I’m going to speak about a specific site on this cliff face that had three items: a huge tree trunk, a broken barbecue, and a broken set of tables. I’m pleased to announce here, in the beautification of Brisbane, that there has been a little bit of work as of yesterday. The tree trunk is gone, and so is the table. All that’s left are actually two benches. This isn’t maintenance. This isn’t fixing. This isn’t supporting our city. Of course, the barbecue is still unfixed. I guess what I’m trying to say here is, we’re already seeing bad decision-making by the LNP across our city create issues. So, I also welcome Councillor HUTTON, through you, Deputy Chair, saying that we’re going to get a more beautiful Brisbane, because that particular area, which is one of the most beautiful parts of Brisbane, which we can view Brisbane, which is a beautiful river city, has been under tape from Council for over two months. 
	The solution wasn’t actually to fix anything; it was just to take away the broken table. Here we are, talking about this again. Rather than continuing outsourcing our core services, we should be empowering Council. I want to thank all the workers in this team. We know you are doing more and more with less staff. So, thank you for the work that you’re doing, appreciate it, and I look forward to a more beautiful Brisbane across the whole city once this contract tender is done.
Deputy Chair:	Any further speaker? 
	Councillor STRUNK.
Councillor STRUNK:	Thank you, Deputy Chair. I rise to speak on this item, Clause C, the Stores Board submission. When we received the papers on Thursday, we went to have a look and start doing our little bit of research on all the various clauses, and this one—there was only three, after this enormous break that we’ve just had. So, I wanted to speak on as many as I could that’s related to my ward and, of course, to Brisbane itself. Anyway, so we looked at item C, the Stores Board submission, and thought, well, maybe we should look back at the previous one, four years ago, whatever it was. So, we tried to research that to see what we spent on that particular Stores Board submission, how much we allocated, but we couldn’t find anything. 
	Honestly, I have a pretty good researcher in my office, and she got a bit frustrated because she says, it’s got to be here somewhere. It’s got to be here. We just couldn’t find it. So, maybe someone from the Administration can let us know maybe how much we allocated last time on this Stores Board submission for all these materials that we’re going to need for landscaping and other jobs. I would like to also know the metrics that they worked with on how to work out how much they’re actually going to need for at least the four years and, of course, it can be extended for another five, because are we allocating enough money here, especially with the Olympics coming up? 
	I’d love to know what algorithm that worked that one out, because I think it would be quite fascinating to actually dissect that and just have a look at how we arrived at this pot of money. How do we know how much sand we’re going to need? How many know how much bark we’re going to need? It’s just fascinating to me just to know how to work that out. As a Brisbane City Councillor, we are told that we’re responsible for Brisbane, not just our wards, and that’s why we’re here every Tuesday, when we sit to discuss and to vote on things. I don’t think by not giving us the information we need to be able to make good, sound decisions will give us the outcomes that we need, especially coming up to the Olympics. It’s so critical. 
	Maybe this amount is well above what we did last time, but I don’t know that. No one knows that. Probably Councillors on the other side don’t know that either. The Chairs probably know, E&C knows, and, of course, the CEO’s going to know. I’m just a bit worried that, I mean, with what’s happening with the State Government now in regards to trying to work out where the stadium’s going, I mean, it just seems a bit chaotic. We need to be ready to go. We need to be ready to go, to make sure that we have the materials that we need to make this city beautiful. It’s one Brisbane; it’s not the inner-city city. It’s one Brisbane. It’s all of Brisbane that needs to work towards that Olympic month, basically. 
	Maybe the Chair or whoever is going to sum up here, the DEPUTY MAYOR can sum up in regards to this allocation, and put my mind at rest that this is enough to do what we’re going to need to do. Thank you, Chair. 
Deputy Chair:	Any further speaker? Since there’s no further speaker, I’ll put the item to the vote.

Clause C put

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clause C of the report of the Establishment and Coordination Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows
[bookmark: _Toc190098694]A	TAILORED AMENDMENT TO BRISBANE CITY PLAN 2014 – INNER-CITY AFFORDABILITY INITIATIVE (CAR PARKING
	152/160/1218/574-002
326/2024-25
1.	The Divisional Manager, City Planning and Sustainability, provided the information below.

2.	At its meeting of 11 June 2024, Council resolved to make a tailored amendment to Brisbane City Plan 2014 (the planning scheme), known as Tailored amendment package – Inner-City Affordability Initiative (Car parking) (the proposed amendment), and send it to the Queensland Government to request a section 18 notice under the Planning Act 2016 (the Notice), to complete a State interest review, and for approval to proceed to public consultation.

3.	By letter dated 23 August 2024, the Director-General of the Department of Housing, Local Government, Planning and Public Works (the Minister’s delegate) issued the Notice, confirming public consultation could proceed on the proposed amendment, concurrent with State interest review. By letter dated 16 September 2024 (refer Attachment B (submitted on file)), the Acting Deputy Director-General of the Department of Housing, Local Government, Planning and Public Works (the Minister’s delegate) confirmed that State interests were appropriately integrated in the proposed amendment.

4.	Public consultation on the proposed amendment was undertaken between 8 October and 5 November 2024, in accordance with the Notice and the Planning Act 2016. Council received 91 submissions on the proposed amendment, 87 of which were properly made. Of the submissions received, 22 supported the proposed amendment, 16 supported the proposed amendment in part, 35 submissions did not support the proposed amendment and 18 submissions did not state if they supported or opposed the proposed amendment, although provided comments.

5.	Key issues raised in the submissions included:
-	support for, and opposition to, the proposal to expand the City core and City frame boundaries that apply special parking rates
-	support for Council taking action to address housing supply and affordability
-	concern that the proposed amendment will not positively affect housing affordability
-	concern that the proposed amendment will not influence car ownership rates and will increase on‑street parking congestion
-	concern that on-street parking congestion will impact local businesses, and the safety and amenity of neighbourhoods
-	concern that current public transport networks are not sufficient to support the reduced parking supply, and suggestions that further investment is required in public and active transport and in the public realm
-	concern that maximum car parking rates in the expanded City core will impact residential development where a development proposal may seek higher rates
-	suggestions for further changes (additions and removals) to the City core and City frame boundaries
-	suggestions for additional and alternative approaches to car parking citywide, including introducing special rates in walking distance of public transport and centres across the city, and a market-led approach to the provision of parking.

6.	A consultation report summarising the matters raised in the submissions, including descriptions of how the matters have been addressed, has been prepared (refer Attachment C (submitted on file)). In response to the submissions received, changes have been made to the proposed amendment (refer Attachments D and E (submitted on file)), including extension of:
-	the City core in parts of East Brisbane, Kangaroo Point and Woolloongabba
-	the City frame in parts of East Brisbane, Herston, Highgate Hill, Red Hill, Toowong, West End and Woolloongabba.

7.	The proposed changes do not result in the proposed amendment being significantly different, as defined in the Minister’s Guidelines and Rules, to the version released for public consultation. The parts of the proposed amendment that remain unchanged after public consultation are set out in Attachment F (submitted on file).

8.	Should Council decide to proceed with the proposed amendment, inclusive of the proposed changes, the Notice requires Council to provide the Chief Executive of the Department of State Development, Infrastructure and Planning with a copy of:
-	the consultation report
-	the proposed amendment, clearly identifying any changes made since the State interest review
-	a report including the changes made, when the changes were made, why the changes were made, what issues the changes respond to, and how the changes relate to any relevant regional plan, the State Planning Policy or State interests
-	a statement as to whether the changes are considered to be significantly different to the public consultation version.

9.	The Divisional Manager provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed at the meeting of 20 January 2025.

10.	RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL RESOLVE AS PER THE DRAFT RESOLUTION SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder.

Attachment A
Draft Resolution

DRAFT RESOLUTION TO DECIDE TO PROGRESS A TAILORED AMENDMENT TO BRISBANE CITY PLAN 2014 – INNER-CITY AFFORDABILITY INITIATIVE (CAR PARKING)

As Council:

(i)	at its meeting on 11 June 2024, decided to make a tailored amendment (the proposed amendment) to Brisbane City Plan 2014 (the planning scheme) under section 18.1 of the Planning Act 2016

(ii)	was advised by the Chief Executive of the previous Department of Housing, Local Government, Infrastructure, Planning and Public Works by letter dated 23 August 2024, that it may proceed as a tailored amendment in accordance with the section 18 notice under the Planning Act 2016 (the Notice) and undertake public consultation on the proposed amendment, in accordance with the Notice

(iii)	pursuant to the Notice, has undertaken public consultation on the proposed amendment

(iv)	pursuant to the Notice, having considered the submissions on the proposed amendment, has prepared a consultation report about how Council has dealt with properly made submissions (refer Attachment C (submitted on file))

then Council:

(i)	pursuant to the Notice, directs that each person who made a properly made submission be provided with a copy of the consultation report and that the consultation report be made available to view and download on Council’s website

(ii)	pursuant to the Notice, decides to make changes to the proposed amendment (refer Attachments E and F (submitted on file)), which do not result in the proposed amendment being significantly different to the version released for public consultation

(iii)	pursuant to the Notice, directs that notice be given to the Chief Executive of the Department of State Development, Infrastructure and Planning to request to adopt the proposed amendment and that such notice be given in accordance with the Notice.
ADOPTED

[bookmark: _Toc190098695]B	CONTRACTS AND TENDERING – REPORT OF CONTRACTS ACCEPTED BY DELEGATES OF COUNCIL FOR DECEMBER 2024
	109/695/586/2-006
327/2024-25
11.	The Chief Executive Officer provided the information below.

12.	Commercial-in-Confidence details have been removed from this report, highlighted in yellow and replaced with the word [Commercial-in-Confidence].

13.	Sections 238 and 239 of the City of Brisbane Act 2010 (the Act) provide that Council may delegate some of its powers. Those powers include the power to enter into contracts under section 242 of the Act.

14.	Council has previously delegated powers to the Establishment and Coordination Committee and Chief Executive Officer, to make, vary or discharge contracts for the procurement of goods, services or works. 

15.	The City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 (the Regulation) was made pursuant to the Act. Chapter 6, Part 4, section 227 of the Regulation provides that: 
1.	Council must, as soon as practicable after entering into a contract worth $200,000 or more (exclusive of GST), publish relevant details of the contract on Council’s website. 
2.	The relevant details must be published under subsection (1) for a period of at least 12 months.
3.	Also, if a person asks Council to give relevant details of a contract, Council must allow the person to inspect the relevant details at Council’s public office. ‘Relevant details’ is defined in Chapter 6, Part 4, section 227 as including: 
a.	the person with whom Council has entered into the contract 
b.	the value of the contract
c.	the purpose of the contract (e.g. the particular goods or services to be supplied under the contract).

[bookmark: _Hlk52286491]16.	The contracts detailed in Attachment A (hereunder), represent contractual arrangements that Council has already entered into. The purpose of this report is not to consider making decisions about the contracts, rather for transparency of the decisions made on contracts entered into with a value greater than the threshold.

17.	The Chief Executive Officer provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed at the meeting of 20 January 2025.

18.	RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL NOTES THE REPORT OF CONTRACTS ACCEPTED BY DELEGATES OF COUNCIL FOR DECEMBER 2024, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder.

Attachment A

	Report of Contracts Accepted by Delegates of Council for December 2024

	Contract number/contract purpose/successful tenderer/comparative tender/price value for money (VFM) index achieved
	[bookmark: _Hlk103218759]Nature of arrangement/ estimate maximum expenditure
	Unsuccessful tenderers/VFM achieved
	Comparative tender price/s
	Delegate/
approval date/start date/term

	BRISBANE INFRASTRUCTURE
	
	
	
	

	1. Contract No. CW15078

EMPOWERING BRISBANE’S AQUATIC CENTRES – PACKAGE 2

QA Electrical (Qld) Pty Ltd – $858,934
Achieved VFM of 94
	Lump sum

$858,934

	One offer received.
	N/A
	Delegate
Chief Procurement Officer
Approved
13.11.2024
Start
22.11.2024
Term
20 weeks

	2. Contract No. CW15107

EAST REGION PLAYGROUNDS UPGRADE

Naturform Pty. Ltd. – $986,062
Achieved the highest VFM of 90.3
	Lump sum

$986,062

	The Landscape Construction Company Pty Ltd
Achieved VFM of 81.5
	$1,018,790
	Delegate
Chief Procurement Officer
Approved
04.12.2024
Start
06.12.2024
Term
22 weeks

	3. Contract No. CW15110

GLINDEMANN PARK MULTI-USE RIDING TRACK (HOLLAND PARK)

Trailworx Australia Pty Ltd – $321,181
Achieved the highest VFM of 27.87
	Lump sum

$321,181

	Naturform Pty. Ltd.
Achieved VFM of 23.69

The Landscape Construction Company Pty Ltd
Achieved VFM of 23.46

TKK Services Pty Ltd
Achieved VFM of 22.94
	$319,768


$319,635


$329,075
	Delegate
Executive General Manager (EGM), City Projects Office (CPO)
Approved
20.11.2024
Start
21.11.2024
Term
16 weeks

	4. Contract No. CW15296

WESTS MITCHELTON RUGBY CARPARK UPGRADE (MITCHELTON)

Epoca Constructions Pty. Ltd. – $289,577
	Lump sum

$289,577

	Contract entered into without seeking competitive tenders from industry in accordance with Council’s SP103 Procurement Policy and Plan 2024‑25 (SP103) which allows a contract to be entered into where it is in the public interest.
	N/A
	Delegate
EGM CPO
Approved
18.11.2024
Start
19.11.2024
Term
10 weeks

	CITY ADMINISTRATION AND GOVERNANCE

	5. Contract No. 510812

RENEWAL OF COUNCIL’S 2024-25 CORPORATE INSURANCE PROGRAM –  METRO VEHICLES INSURANCE POLICY

Sura Pty Ltd trading as Australian Bus & Coach Underwriting – $510,947*

*VFM not applicable as contracts are arranged under a Corporate Procurement Arrangement (CPA) for Insurance Brokering Services by Council’s Preferred Supplier (Marsh Pty Ltd).
	Lump sum premium and schedule of rates deductables


$510,947
	Not applicable as insurance contracts are negotiated on Council’s behalf by its insurance broker, Marsh Pty Ltd.
	N/A
	Delegate
Chief Procurement Officer
Approved
20.11.2024
Start
06.12.2024
Term
6 months

	CITY PLANNING AND SUSTAINABILITY

	Nil
	
	
	
	

	LIFESTYLE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES

	Nil
	
	
	
	

	ORGANISATIONAL SERVICES

	6. Contract No. 510872

SUPPLY AND DELIVERY OF FIRST AID EQUIPMENT

Alpha Vital Pty Ltd – $242,984

	CPA (Preferred Supplier Arrangement)

Schedule of rates

$242,984
	Arrangement entered into under Exemption 6 of Council’s SP103, which allows for extension of contracts without tender processes where the value obtained from a significant number of frequently sourced, low‑value procurements is limited.
	N/A
	Delegate
Chief Procurement Officer
Approved
11.12.2024
Start
01.03.2025
Term
20 months

	7. Contract No. 512480

CITRIX LICENCING

Fusion5 Pty Ltd – [Commercial-in-Confidence] 
Achieved the highest VFM of 7.97
	CPA (Preferred Supplier Arrangement)

Schedule of rates

$1,300,000

	NTT Australia Pty Ltd
Achieved VFM of 7.48

DXC Connect Pty Limited
Achieved VFM of 7.43

SureBridge Pty Ltd
Achieved VFM of 6.27

Interactive Pty. Limited
Achieved VFM of 5.73
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]

[Commercial-in-Confidence]

[Commercial-in-Confidence]

[Commercial-in-Confidence]
	Delegate
Chief Procurement Officer
Approved
28.11.2024
Start
11.12.2024
Term
3 years

	8. Contract No. CW16224

CONTRACTOR AND VISITOR MANAGEMENT SOLUTION

Time & People Pty. Ltd. – $230,000

	CPA (Preferred Supplier Arrangement)

Schedule of rates

$230,000
	Arrangement entered into without seeking competitive tenders from industry in accordance with Council’s SP103 which allows a contract to be entered into where it is in the public interest.
	
	Delegate
Chief Procurement Officer
Approved
01.11.2024
Start
11.11.2024
Term
3 years

	TRANSPORT FOR BRISBANE

	Nil
	
	
	
	


ADOPTED

[bookmark: _Toc190098696]C	STORES BOARD SUBMISSION – SIGNIFICANT CONTRACTING PLAN FOR LANDSCAPE AND TURF SUPPLIES AND ASSOCIATED SERVICES
	165/830/179/1028
328/2024-25
19.	The Chief Executive Officer provided the information below.

20.	The A/Chief Executive Officer and the Stores Board considered the submission, as set out in Attachment A (submitted on file), on 2 December 2024.

21.	The submission is recommended to Council as it is considered the most advantageous outcome for the provision of the required goods/services.

22.	Commercial-in-Confidence details have been removed from this report, highlighted in yellow and replaced with the word [Commercial-in-Confidence].

[bookmark: _Hlk188268448]Purpose

23.	That the Stores Board recommends approval of the procurement strategy for:
[bookmark: _Hlk534813088]Contract title:	Landscape and Turf Supplies and Associated Services
Type of procurement:	Establishing a Corporate Procurement Arrangement (CPA) in the form of a Panel Arrangement (PA).
Categories/portions:	Category 1 – Supply, Delivery and Installation of Turf and Associated Services
	Category 2 – Supply, Delivery and Installation of Landscape Supplies and Associated Services
Market engagement strategy: 	Seek offers publicly
Contract duration:	An initial term of 4 years with options to extend for additional periods of up to 5 years, for a maximum term of 9 years.
Price basis:	Schedule of rates

Background/business case

24.	Council requires landscape and turf supplies as well as associated services to maintain and enhance open space areas. 

25.	Council buys landscape and turf supplies such as soils, mulches and barks, sand, turf and playground specific materials. These are provided as supply, supply and delivery, or supply, delivery and installation. Council may for example collect or have turf delivered for laying by Council staff, have the contractor supply and lay turf (including site preparation) and/or have the contractor undertake post-laying turf maintenance. The majority of the turf requirements for Council’s construction teams are for remediation purposes following the completion of construction works including footpath construction, pipe‑laying or excavation, kerb and channel works and roundabouts.

Policy and other considerations

26.	Is there an existing arrangement for these goods/services/works?
Yes. CPA 520532 for Landscape and Turf Supplies and Associated Services, which expires on 14 July 2025.

27.	Could Council businesses provide the services/works?
No. Council does not generally produce these goods/materials (refer to section 5.19 regarding mulches). While Council can provide installation/application of these materials, having rates including installation provides flexibility to manage peak periods and enable turnkey solutions where these are cost effective.

28.	What policy, or other issues, should the delegate be aware of?
Nil

29.	Does this procurement exercise need to be managed under the PM2 Governance and Assurance Framework?
No

30.	Does the proposed contract involve leasing?
No

Market analysis

31.	The IBISWorld industry report on Turf Growing in Australia (October 2024) shows that industry revenue is projected to grow at an annualised rate of 1.1% over the next 5 years through 2029-30, to total $323.2 million. Turf Australia, the leading national industry association, identifies 19 turf growers in South East Queensland. Research has shown that there are a large number of landscape suppliers in the Brisbane region that could meet Council’s requirements and should provide a competitive tender process for this category. There are Social Enterprises and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander businesses that provide these products and services. These businesses will be encouraged to apply. Social procurement will also be considered as part of the local benefit assessment.

Procurement strategy

32.
	Procurement objective:
	To procure the goods/services/works in a way which complies with the Sound Contracting Principles set out in section 103(3) of the City of Brisbane Act 2010 and provides the most advantageous outcome for Council.
The achievement of the above procurement objective will be measured in the post-market submission. 

	Title of contract:
	Landscape and Turf Supplies and Associated Services

	Type of procurement:
	Establishing a CPA in the form of a PA.

	Categories/portions:
	Category 1 – Supply, Delivery and Installation of Turf and Associated Services 
Category 2 – Supply, Delivery and Installation of Landscape Supplies and Associated Services

	Process to be used:
	Request for Proposals

	Tendering standards to be used and any amendments:
	Council’s corporate standards with no amendments.

	Contract standard to be used including any amendments:
	Good/services – high risk – panel arrangements
A clause to enable a refresh of the panel has been included.
A clause requiring suppliers to have business continuity plans has been included for suppliers on Category 2 relating to sand supply.
A clause has been included to allow other parties approved by Council and the supplier to access the CPA e.g. City Parklands Services.

	Market engagement:
	Offers are to be sought publicly via Council’s supplier portal.

	How tender documents are to be distributed:
	Via Council’s supplier portal 

	How tenders/proposals are to be lodged:
	Via Council’s supplier portal 

	Part offers:
	Part offers will be considered.

	Contract duration:
	An initial term of 4 years with options to extend for additional periods of up to 5 years, for a maximum term of 9 years.

	Insurance requirements:
	Public and product liability of $20 million, motor vehicle insurance of $20 million (including supplementary bodily injury) and workers compensation insurance as per legislated requirements.

	Price basis:
	Schedule of rates

	Price adjustment:
	Prices are expected to be subject to adjustment using a rise and fall formula based on fuel, labour and consumer price index.

	Liquidated damages:
	Not applicable

	Security for the contract:
	Not applicable

	Defects liability/warranty period:
	Not applicable

	Other strategy elements:
	To benefit from any economies of scale, quotes may be sought from panel suppliers for large orders with suppliers able to quote less than the contract rate.

Provision of mulch under Category 2 will include the ability to purchase mulch generated from Council tree maintenance activity.

Ability to supply other Council contractors or Council projects (e.g. under the landscape construction panel) will be explored during the tender process.

Having options to extend the panel for up to 9 years will allow the CPA to be used for preparations for the Brisbane 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games (the Games). The evaluation and negotiation process is expected to consider suppliers’ strategy to increase capacity or be able to undertake additional work in the lead up to the Games.

Having sufficient panel suppliers geographically spread across Brisbane will enable savings associated with logistics.

Some suppliers under Category 2 of this CPA provide sand which may be used for sandbagging in preparation for a severe weather event. This is an additional supply option for sand as Council has a dedicated CPA for the supply of sand.

	Alternative strategies considered:
	A shorter-term CPA (e.g. 5 years) was considered. The proposed term of up to 9 years provides coverage options for the Games, if the CPA is providing good value for money to Council. This allows resources (which would otherwise be required to support the sourcing event for a new CPA) to be directed to other games preparations if needed. 



Anticipated schedule

33.	Pre-market approval:						4 February 2025
Date of release to market:						6 February 2025
Tender closing:							7 March 2025
Evaluation completion (including formalised contract offer(s)):	23 May 2025
Post-market approval:						16 June 2025
Contract commencement:						15 July 2025

Funding and budget considerations 

34.	Estimated expenditure:
Based on historical levels, estimated expenditure is anticipated to be in the order of $45 million over the potential maximum 9 year term.

[bookmark: _Hlk142470066]35.	Sufficient approved budget to meet the anticipated expenditure under this CPA?
Establishing the CPA will not commit Council to any purchases. Funding is only required when an appropriately delegated Council officer approves placing orders under the CPA, subject to approved funding availability.

36.	Indicative program and supporting information: 
[bookmark: _Hlk74234089]Not applicable

37.	Anticipated procurement benefits (if any):
To be established and reported in the post-market submission.

Procurement risk

38.	Is this contract listed as a ‘critical contract’ requiring the contractor to have in place a business continuity plan?
Yes. Sand may also be used for sandbags in preparation for a severe weather event as an additional supply option to the existing CPA for supply of sand.

39.	Summary of key risks associated with this procurement:
	Procurement risk
	Risk rating
	Risk mitigation strategy
	Risk allocation

	Quality of products and services
	Medium
	Specifications detail the required standards for the goods and services.
	Contractor and Council

	Contamination or other environmental risk
	Medium
	Evaluation of quality and environmental systems and track record during the tender evaluation.
Requirement for materials to be free from contaminants is included in the specification.
Supply chain provenance/certification of origin with materials supplied will be explored during the tender process.
	Contractor and Council

	Price uncertainty
	Low
	Contract schedule of rates fixed for one year with an agreed price variation methodology.
	Contractor and Council

	Risk of supplier insolvency or withdrawal from CPA
	Low
	Having a panel of suppliers will mitigate this risk. The contract contains the provision to add suppliers to the panel.
	Council



Tender evaluation

40. 	Evaluation criteria:
(a) [bookmark: _Hlk535406645]Mandatory/essential criteria:
-	Nil

(b) Non-price weighted evaluation criteria:
	Weighted Evaluation Criteria
	Weighting
(%)

	Local benefit
	30

	Capability and capacity
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]

	Track record and experience
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]

	Quality, workplace health and safety, environmental systems
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]

	Value adds
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]

	Total:
	100



(c) Price model (to establish a comparative price):
-	Basket of commonly purchased good and services.

41.	Evaluation methodology:
(a) Evaluation plan and shortlisting:
Council’s standard evaluation plan including the standard shortlisting methodology will be used.
(b) Negotiations:
Council’s structured negotiation process is anticipated to be undertaken.
(c) Value for Money (VFM):
Council’s standard VFM method. This is non-price score divided by price.

42.	The Chief Executive Officer provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed at the meeting of 20 January 2025.

43.	RECOMMENDATION:

That the Stores Board recommends approval of the procurement strategy for:
Title of contract:	Landscape and Turf Supplies and Associated Services
Type of procurement:	Establishing a Corporate Procurement Arrangement in the form of a Panel Arrangement.
Contract duration:	An initial term of 4 years with options to extend for additional periods of up to 5 years, for a maximum term of 9 years.
Price basis:	Schedule of rates.
ADOPTED
[bookmark: _Hlk93673482]

[bookmark: _Toc190098697]NOTATION OF DECISIONS OF THE ESTABLISHMENT AND COORDINATION COMMITTEE AS DELEGATE OF COUNCIL:
[bookmark: _Toc114546458][bookmark: _Toc114546747]
[bookmark: _Toc190098698][bookmark: _Toc114546464][bookmark: _Toc114546753]TRANSPORT COMMITTEE

[bookmark: _Hlk189837317]Deputy Chair:	So, Transport Committee decisions, Councillor MURPHY.
Councillor STRUNK:	Point of order. Chair, could you—it’s all right to speak? 
Deputy Chair:	Yes, point of order. 
Councillor STRUNK:	Could you tell us how much time is left in the 3-hour allocation for the E&C and the reports?
Deputy Chair:	It’s about seven and a half minutes. 
Councillor STRUNK:	Thank you.
Deputy Chair:	Councillor MURPHY, Transport Committee decisions.

[bookmark: Text18]Councillor Ryan MURPHY, Civic Cabinet Chair of the Transport Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Danita PARRY, that the report setting out the decisions of the Establishment and Coordination Committee as delegate of the Council during the Summer Recess 2024-25, on matters usually coming under the jurisdiction of the Transport Committee, be noted.

Deputy Chair:	Is there any debate? 
Councillor COLLIER:	Point of order.
Deputy Chair:	Point of order, Councillor COLLIER.

[bookmark: _Hlk110426003][bookmark: _Hlk130976747]SERIATIM - CLAUSES A AND B
	Councillor Lucy COLLIER requested that Clause A, PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL ESTABLISH PUBLIC TRANSPORT SERVICES FOR HOLY SPIRIT COLLEGE, FITZGIBBON; and Clause B, PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL MAKE THE KURILPA LOOP (ROUTE 86) A PERMANENT BUS SERVICE, be taken seriatim for voting purposes.



[bookmark: _Hlk130976669]SERIATIM EN BLOC - CLAUSES C AND D
	Councillor Lucy COLLIER requested that Clause C, PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL RECONSIDER STAGE 5 OF THE NORTH BRISBANE BIKEWAY; and Clause D, PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL ENGAGE WITH ALL STAKEHOLDERS REGARDING POTENTIAL ROUTES FOR STAGE 5 OF THE NORTH BRISBANE BIKEWAY, be taken seriatim en bloc for voting purposes.



Deputy Chair:	Yes, noted. 
	Councillor MURPHY.
Councillor MASSEY:	Point of order. 
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Point of order.
Deputy Chair:	Councillor JOHNSTON. 
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Mr Chair, I just want to check the procedure on this to make sure I get this right. My understanding is, with the consent of the meeting, we can extend beyond the 3-hour limit. Do I move that as an urgency motion, or is it a procedural motion? 
Deputy Chair:	It’s a point of order, so you can just move—
329/2024-25
Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON moved, seconded by Councillor Trina MASSEY, that the debate of Committee reports be extended for a period of 30 minutes. Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion was declared lost on the voices.

Thereupon, Councillors Nicole JOHNSTON and Trina MASSEY immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared lost.

The voting was as follows:

AYES: 8 -	The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Lucy COLLIER, Steve GRIFFITHS, Emily KIM, Charles STRUNK, Seal CHONG WAH, Trina MASSEY and Nicole JOHNSTON.

NOES: 16 -	The DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Fiona CUNNINGHAM, and Councillors Krista ADAMS, Greg ADERMANN, Adam ALLAN, Tracy DAVIS, Alex GIVNEY, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sarah HUTTON, Sandy LANDERS, Kim MARX, Ryan MURPHY, Danita PARRY, Steven TOOMEY, Andrew WINES and Penny WOLFF.

Deputy Chair:	Councillor MURPHY, please continue.
Councillor MASSEY:	Point of order, Chair.
Deputy Chair:	Point of order, Councillor MASSEY.

SERIATIM - CLAUSE B
	Councillor Trina MASSEY requested that Clause B, PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL MAKE THE KURILPA LOOP (ROUTE 86) A PERMANENT BUS SERVICE, be taken seriatim for voting purposes.



[bookmark: _Hlk189837565]Deputy Chair:	Councillor MURPHY.
Councillor MURPHY:	Thank you, Deputy Chair. Over the summer recess, 2024-25, the Transport Committee considered several petitions related to bikeways and bus services. Firstly, item A, Holy Spirit College requests that Council establish public transport services for Holy Spirit College. As I mentioned earlier during Question Time last Tuesday, Madam Chair, we saw the introduction of nine school routes, including extensions of two routes that service Holy Spirit College community, which is a great outcome. 

At that time, 5.17pm, the Chair resumed the Chair.

Councillor MURPHY:	On route 86, item B, this petition requests Council make the Kurilpa Loop, route 86, a permanent bus service. As we all know, this service was a temporary service introduced during Brisbane Metro’s construction. With Metro now commencing permanent operations, this service has concluded. There are other alternative services available within the South Brisbane area for those residents who are inconvenienced by the loss of route 86. 
	Now, item C and D relate to North Brisbane Bikeway. The first petition requests Council reconsider delivery of Stage 5 of the North Brisbane Bikeway. The second petition requests that Council engage with all stakeholders regarding potential routes for Stage 5 of the North Brisbane Bikeway. Now, since 2018, we’ve been working with the State Government to jointly deliver the North Brisbane Bikeway, or NBB. The final stage, Stage 5, connects the existing bikeway on Dixon Street with the very popular Kedron Brook Bikeway. As this Chamber knows, finalising an alignment for Stage 5 is a complex issue for the local community. 
	There are several options to complete the connection. Each route has its own strengths and weaknesses. In late 2021, we consulted with the community on a design for Stage 5 that travelled along Dixon Street. Throughout the consultation process, there were some elements of the design that the community asked Council to consider further. In 2022, when we were devastated by the floods, we stopped work on this, to allow us to focus on rebuilding the existing Kedron Brook Bikeway, and we promised to revisit the project when we were through the recovery process. Of course, that’s exactly what we did. 
	In early 2024, we convened a community reference group to consider various designs and provide feedback. This reference group provided valuable insight, and there were 12 members in it that broadly agreed that the alignment along Dixon Street was supported. However, we’ve since received these petitions, one with over 600 signatures, as well as advice from both the local State Member Tim Nicholls, and the local Councillor, Councillor Dixon, raising concerns from the community about this alignment. The State Member has also raised this concern directly with the new Transport Minister, Minister Mickelberg. 
	The petitions show that, while there is still broad community support to finalise the project and complete Stage 5, the local community want us to consider alternative alignments. In particular, the petitioners raised the previously designed Kent Road alignment, which connects to Kedron State High School. I know Councillor Dixon wants to deliver better bikeways in our suburbs, and this is a complex issue. Since she was elected as Councillor for Hamilton Ward, she’s been engaged on this issue, and working to understand the views of her community. She has listened carefully and engaged deeply with her residents, and come to the conclusion, the same conclusion as the State Member that Kent Road is the preferred alignment for the final stage of this bikeway. 
	So, we now have 600 residents, the local Councillor, the local State Member, the Transport Minister, who are engaged on the Kent Road alignment. This is very important, Madam Chair, because we will need State funding and State support to complete this project.

[bookmark: _Toc173947585][bookmark: _Toc190098699]EXPIRATION OF PERIOD FOR DEBATE OF COMMITTEE REPORTS

At that point, 5.21pm, the Chair advised that under the provisions of section 35(13) of Meetings Local Law 2001, the period allowed for debate of Committee reports had expired.

Chair:	I shall now put the motions to the meeting for the noting of any Committee report not yet voted upon without further amendment of the debate. 
	So, we will first go to item A of the report. 

Clause A put

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clause A of the report of the Transport Committee was declared carried on the voices.

Chair:	We’ll now move to item B. 
Clause B put

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clause B of the report of the Transport Committee was declared carried on the voices.

Thereupon, Councillors Trina MASSEY and Seal CHONG WAH immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared carried.

The voting was as follows:

AYES: 16 -	The DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Fiona CUNNINGHAM, and Councillors Krista ADAMS, Greg ADERMANN, Adam ALLAN, Tracy DAVIS, Alex GIVNEY, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sarah HUTTON, Sandy LANDERS, Kim MARX, Ryan MURPHY, Danita PARRY, Steven TOOMEY, Andrew WINES and Penny WOLFF.

NOES: 8 -	The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Lucy COLLIER, Steve GRIFFITHS, Emily KIM, Charles STRUNK, Seal CHONG WAH, Trina MASSEY and Nicole JOHNSTON.

Chair:	Councillors, we will now put item C and D to the vote. 

Clauses C and D put

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clauses C and D of the report of the Transport Committee was declared carried on the voices.

Thereupon, Councillors Trina MASSEY and Seal CHONG WAH immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared carried.

The voting was as follows:

AYES: 16 -	The DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Fiona CUNNINGHAM, and Councillors Krista ADAMS, Greg ADERMANN, Adam ALLAN, Tracy DAVIS, Alex GIVNEY, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sarah HUTTON, Sandy LANDERS, Kim MARX, Ryan MURPHY, Danita PARRY, Steven TOOMEY, Andrew WINES and Penny WOLFF.

NOES: 2-	Councillors Seal CHONG WAH and Trina MASSEY 

ABSTENTIONS: 6 -	The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, Councillor Lucy COLLIER, Steve GRIFFITHS, Emily KIM, Charles STRUNK and Nicole JOHNSTON.

The report read as follows

[bookmark: _Toc190098700]A	PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL ESTABLISH PUBLIC TRANSPORT SERVICES FOR HOLY SPIRIT COLLEGE, FITZGIBBON
	137/220/594/323
330/2024-25
1.	A petition requesting Council establish public transport services for Holy Spirit College (the College), 441 Beams Road, Fitzgibbon, was received during the Winter Recess 2024.

2.	The A/Divisional Manager, Transport for Brisbane, provided the following information.

3.	The petition contains 40 signatures.

4.	The petition highlights the need for more accessible transportation options for students, staff and families associated with the College, and it reflects a growing demand for improved connectivity in the Fitzgibbon area.

5. 	Council operates its bus services under a contract with Translink, a division of the Queensland Government’s Department of Transport and Main Roads. Translink is responsible for the delivery of public transport services and infrastructure for South East Queensland and has overall responsibility for approving and funding any new bus services or changes to services.

6. 	In April 2024, Council was contacted by the College’s Business Manager, who provided information on expected enrolments and school start and finish times. At this time, it was also noted that Council buses would not be permitted to use the dedicated bus stop infrastructure within the College grounds, limiting service options to the ‘Golden Downs’ bus stops on Beams Road.

7.	Unfortunately, Council has not received detailed street and suburb information for current and prospective students which is essential for making a compelling business case to Translink for the approval of new services. Given the absence of this information, Council proposed the extension of 2 existing routes (routes 977 and 979) to service the College. These extensions were approved by Translink and will be implemented from the beginning of Term 1, 2025.

8.	Additionally, Council has proposed changes to the start times for routes 326 and 335 that aim to better align with the College’s start and finish times. However, these proposed changes require Translink’s approval and funding before implementation. Similar adjustments proposed earlier this year were rejected by Translink due to associated network costs, further complicating the situation.

9. 	In light of the petitioners’ request, Council will formally write to Translink to bring this matter to its attention, outlining the petitioners’ concerns and the growing demand for better transport options for the College community.

Consultation

10.	Councillor Sandy Landers, Councillor for Bracken Ridge Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.

Customer impact

11.	The submission will respond to the petitioners’ concerns.

12.	The A/Divisional Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed at its meeting held on 9 December 2024.

13.	DECISION:

	THAT THE INFORMATION IN THIS SUBMISSION BE NOTED AND THAT THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER.

Attachment A
Draft Response

Petition Reference: 137/220/594/323

Thank you for your petition requesting Council establish public transport services for Holy Spirit College (the College), Fitzgibbon. Council appreciates you taking the time to highlight the need for improved transport options for students, staff and families associated with the College.

Council operates its bus services under a contract with Translink, a division of the Queensland Government’s Department of Transport and Main Roads. Translink is responsible for the delivery of public transport services and infrastructure for South East Queensland and has overall responsibility for approving and funding any new bus services or changes to services.

In April 2024, Council was contacted by the College’s Business Manager, who provided information on expected enrolments and school start and finish times. At this time, it was also noted that Council buses would not be permitted to use the College’s dedicated bus stop infrastructure, limiting service options to the ‘Golden Downs’ bus stops on Beams Road.

Unfortunately, Council has not received detailed street and suburb information for current and prospective students which is necessary to make a strong business case to Translink for new services. Given the absence of this information, Council proposed the extension of 2 existing bus routes (routes 977 and 979) to service the College. These extensions were approved by Translink and will be implemented from the beginning of Term 1, 2025.

Additionally, Council has proposed changes to the start times for routes 326 and 335 that aim to better align with the College’s start and finish times. However, these proposed changes require Translink’s approval and funding before implementation. Similar adjustments proposed earlier this year were rejected by Translink due to the associated network costs, further complicating the situation.

In light of your request, Council will formally write to Translink to bring this matter to its attention, outlining your concerns and the growing demand for better transport options for the College community. 

The above information will be forwarded to the other petitioners via email.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Ms Antonya Black, A/Executive Officer, Divisional Manager’s Office, Transport for Brisbane, on 3178 2408. 

Thank you for raising this matter.
NOTED

[bookmark: _Toc190098701]B	PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL MAKE THE KURILPA LOOP (ROUTE 86) A PERMANENT BUS SERVICE
	137/220/594/371
331/2024-25
14.	A petition requesting Council make the South Brisbane (Kurilpa) Bus Loop (the loop) a permanent service, was presented to the meeting of Council held on 12 November 2024, by Councillor Trina Massey, and received.

15.	The A/Divisional Manager, Transport for Brisbane, provided the following information.

16.	The petition contains 1,181 signatures. The majority of petitioners reside in the suburbs of South Brisbane and West End. 

17.	The loop, also known as route 86, was introduced as a temporary initiative to mitigate the disruption caused by construction of the Brisbane Metro project in South Brisbane. Since its introduction in January 2023, the loop has provided free transportation for people travelling between West End, South Brisbane and the South Bank precinct.

18.	A number of other bus services also connect West End and South Brisbane, including high‑frequency routes 196 and 199, the Blue CityGlider (route 60) and the local route 198. These services provide coverage to key areas such as businesses, schools and retail and hospitality services in West End, as well as a link to South Bank and Dutton Park rail stations. The petition suggests that the trial of the loop has been successful and requests that it continue and be expanded. However, the loop was not designed to replace these existing services or to function as a commuter route. Instead, it was intended to improve local connectivity during construction and serve as a complementary option to existing transport services.

19.	Council also operates 2 other free bus loops: the City Loop and the Spring Hill Loop. While patronage on the loop shows that residents have made use of the service during the trial, data also shows that the loop is used far less than Brisbane’s other free loop services.

20.	Additionally, Brisbane Metro construction in South Brisbane is nearing completion with Cultural Centre platforms 1 and 2 already open and operational. Works on platform 3 are due for completion by the end of 2024. Given that the service was intended to alleviate transport issues during construction and works are approaching completion, the loop trial will end from last service on 27 January 2025.

Consultation

21.	Councillor Trina Massey, Councillor for The Gabba Ward, has been consulted and does not support the recommendation.

Customer impact

22.	The submission will respond to the petitioners’ concerns.

23.	The A/Divisional Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed at its meeting held on 9 December 2024.

24.	DECISION:

	THAT THE INFORMATION IN THIS SUBMISSION BE NOTED AND THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER.

Attachment A
Draft Response

Petition Reference: 137/220/594/371

Thank you for your petition requesting Council make the South Brisbane (Kurilpa) Bus Loop (the loop) a permanent service.

The loop, also known as route 86, was introduced as a temporary initiative to mitigate the disruption caused by construction of the Brisbane Metro project in South Brisbane. Since its introduction in January 2023, the loop has provided free transportation for people travelling between West End, South Brisbane and the South Bank precinct.

A number of other bus services also connect West End and South Brisbane, including high‑frequency routes 196 and 199, the Blue CityGlider (route 60) and the local route 198. These services provide coverage to key areas such as businesses, schools and retail and hospitality services in West End, as well as a link to South Bank and Dutton Park rail stations. The petition suggests that the trial of the loop has been successful and requests that it continue and be expanded. However, the loop was not designed to replace these existing services or to function as a commuter route. Instead, it was intended to improve local connectivity during construction and serve as a complementary option to existing transport services.

Council also operates 2 other free bus loops: the City Loop and the Spring Hill Loop. While patronage on the loop shows that residents have made use of the service during the trial, data also shows that the loop is used far less than Brisbane’s other free loop services.

Additionally, Brisbane Metro construction in South Brisbane is nearing completion with Cultural Centre platforms 1 and 2 already open and operational. Works on platform 3 are due for completion by the end of 2024. Given that the service was intended to alleviate transport issues during construction and works are approaching completion, the loop trial will end from last service on 27 January 2025. 

The above information will be forwarded to the other petitioners via email.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Ms Antonya Black, A/Executive Officer, Divisional Manager’s Office, Transport for Brisbane, on 3178 2408.

Thank you for raising this matter.
NOTED


[bookmark: _Toc190098702]C	PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL RECONSIDER STAGE 5 OF THE NORTH BRISBANE BIKEWAY
	137/220/594/367
332/2024-25
25.	A petition requesting Council reconsider Stage 5 of the North Brisbane Bikeway (NBB) in the proposed alignment, was presented to the meeting of Council held on 12 November 2024, by Councillor Julia Dixon, and received.

26.	The General Manager, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.

27.	The petition contains 6 signatures. Of the petitioners, 4 live within Clayfield and Kalinga and 2 live in other suburbs within the City of Brisbane. 

28. 	Council and the Queensland Government have been jointly delivering the NBB, which is an important active transport corridor connecting the CBD with Brisbane’s northern suburbs. The NBB project was agreed under a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Queensland Government’s Department of Transport and Main Roads (TMR) and Council in 2010, with the project to be completed in 5 stages.

29. 	Under the terms of the MOU, TMR were to design and construct Stages 1 through 4. Stage 1 connecting Herston to Windsor was completed in 2016, Stages 2 and 3 connecting Windsor to Wooloowin were completed in 2020, and Stage 4 along Dickson Street from Rigby Street to Price Street was completed in January 2021. Council is lead for Stage 5 of the NBB which will complete the final link between the Queensland Government’s existing bikeway on Dickson Street, and the Kedron Brook Bikeway.

30. 	Council has considered a range of alignments for this connection since 2017 and engaged with the community as the project has progressed. This included consultation on a design for Stage 5 along Dickson Street to the Kedron Brook Bikeway in late 2021. Throughout the consultation process, there were some design elements that the community asked Council to consider further.

31. 	Therefore, in early 2024, Council convened a community reference group (the group) to reconsider the design and provide feedback. The group provided valuable insight and included perspectives from a range of stakeholders on the Price Street to Kedron Brook alignment. Since the conclusion of the group, the local State Member, the Honourable Tim Nicholls MP, and local Councillor, Councillor Julia Dixon, have both raised broader concerns from the community about this alignment.

32. 	Under the original MOU, the intent for Stage 5 was to provide a bikeway connection north through to Chermside via the Kedron Brook Bikeway. The original Kent Road design proposed travelling to Kent Road via Price Street then across Rose Street into Park Road, finally connecting to the existing Kedron Brook Bikeway via a left turn into Brook Street.

33. 	In recognition of the concerns raised by residents in this petition, Councillor Dixon has indicated support for the Kent Road alignment. Council remains committed to completing this missing link in our active transport network, with Kent Road as the preferred alignment, as it will complete high-quality, continuous cycle infrastructure that means people of all abilities can safely ride through the area.

34. 	Given the important role this bikeway connection would serve in the active transport network, and recognising the community interest, it is proposed that Council discontinue work on the Price Street to Kedron Brook alignment and resume work on the previous Kent Road alignment, as requested by the petitioners.

35. 	Kent Road and Brook Street are both classified as primary cycle routes in Council’s Brisbane City Plan 2014 and are prioritised for cycling infrastructure and connectivity. This connection will improve connectivity to key destinations in the local network, including Kedron State High School and Gympie Road, as well as local parks and sporting facilities in Kalinga and Wavell Heights.

36. 	Council will seek funding through the Queensland Government’s Cycle Network Local Government Grants Program, which supports the delivery of bike networks across Queensland, to progress the preferred Kent Road alignment.

Consultation

37.	Councillor Julia Dixon, Councillor for Hamilton Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.

Customer impact

38.	The submission will respond to the petitioners’ concerns.

39.	The General Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed at its meeting held on 20 January 2025.

40.	DECISION:

	THAT THE INFORMATION IN THIS SUBMISSION BE NOTED AND THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER.

Attachment A
Draft Response

Petition Reference: 137/220/594/367

Thank you for your petition requesting Council’s attention to the construction of Stage 5 and to consider a better route for the North Brisbane Bikeway (NBB).

Council and the Queensland Government have been jointly delivering the NBB, which connects the CBD with Brisbane’s northern suburbs via the Kedron Brook Bikeway.

The NBB project was agreed under a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Queensland Government’s Department of Transport and Main Roads (TMR) and Council in 2010, with the project to be completed in 5 stages.

Under the terms of the MOU, TMR were to design and construct Stages 1 through 4. Stage 1 connecting Herston to Windsor was completed in 2016, Stages 2 and 3 connecting Windsor to Wooloowin were completed in 2020, and Stage 4 along Dickson Street from Rigby Street to Price Street was completed in January 2021. Council is the lead for Stage 5 of the NBB which will complete the final link between the Queensland Government’s existing bikeway on Dickson Street and the Kedron Brook Bikeway. It should be noted that no construction has occurred for the North Brisbane Bikeway Stage 5 project.

Council consulted the community on a design for Stage 5 along Dickson Street to the Kedron Brook in late 2021. This alignment (Price Street to Kedron Brook) connected to Kedron Brook via Dickson and Jackson Streets. Throughout the consultation process, there were some elements of the design the community asked Council to consider further. 

Therefore, in early 2024, Council convened a community reference group (the group) to reconsider the design and provide feedback. The group provided valuable insight and included perspectives from a range of stakeholders on the Price Street to the Kedron Brook Bikeway alignment. Since the conclusion of the group, the local State Member, the Honourable Tim Nicholls MP, and local Councillor, Councillor Julia Dixon, have both raised broader concerns from the community about this alignment.

Additionally, Council has received a separate petition raising concerns with the Price Street to Kedron Brook Bikeway alignment, which indicates there is still broad community support to finalise the project and complete Stage 5.

Under the original MOU, the intent for Stage 5 was to provide a bikeway connection north through to Chermside via the Kedron Brook Bikeway. The original Kent Road design proposed travelling to Kent Road via Price Street then across Rose Street into Park Road, finally connecting to the existing Kedron Brook Bikeway via a left turn into Brook Street.

In recognition of the concerns raised by residents in this petition, Councillor Dixon has indicated support for the Kent Road alignment. Council remains committed to completing this missing link in our active transport network, with Kent Road as the preferred alignment, as it will complete high-quality, continuous cycle infrastructure for people of all abilities to safely ride through the area.

Given the important role this bikeway connection would serve in the active transport network, and recognising the community interest, it is proposed that Council discontinue work on the Price Street to Kedron Brook alignment and resume work on the previous Kent Road alignment, as requested by the petitioners.

Council will seek funding through the Queensland Government’s Cycle Network Local Government Grants Program, which supports the delivery of bike networks across Queensland, to progress the preferred Kent Road alignment.

The above information will be forwarded to the other petitioners via email.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr Kristopher Chadwick, A/Program Director, Program Management, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, on 3178 8112.

Thank you for raising this matter.
NOTED

[bookmark: _Toc190098703]D	PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL ENGAGE WITH ALL STAKEHOLDERS REGARDING POTENTIAL ROUTES FOR STAGE 5 OF THE NORTH BRISBANE BIKEWAY
	137/220/594/368
333/2024-25
41.	A petition requesting Council engage with stakeholders, review potential routes for the North Brisbane Bikeway (NBB) Stage 5 and consider a connection to Kedron State High School, was presented to the meeting of Council held on 12 November 2024, by Councillor Julia Dixon, and received.

42.	The General Manager, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.

43.	The petition contains 613 signatures. Of the petitioners, 421 live in Clayfield, Kalinga, Nundah and Wooloowin, 168 live in other suburbs of the City of Brisbane and 24 live outside of the City of Brisbane.

44. 	Council and the Queensland Government have been jointly delivering the NBB, which is an important active transport corridor connecting the CBD with Brisbane’s northern suburbs. The NBB project was agreed under a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Queensland Government’s Department of Transport and Main Roads (TMR) and Council in 2010 with the project to be completed in 5 stages.

45. 	Under the terms of the MOU, TMR were to design and construct Stages 1 through 4. Stage 1 connecting Herston to Windsor was completed in 2016, Stages 2 and 3 connecting Windsor to Wooloowin were completed in 2020, and Stage 4 along Dickson Street from Rigby Street to Price Street was completed in January 2021. Council is the lead for Stage 5 of the NBB which will complete the final link between the Queensland Government’s existing bikeway on Dickson Street and the Kedron Brook Bikeway.

46. 	Council has considered a range of alignments for this connection since 2017 and engaged with the community as the project has progressed. This included consultation on a design for Stage 5 along Dickson Street to the Kedron Brook Bikeway in late 2021. Throughout the consultation process, there were some design elements that the community asked Council to consider further.

47. 	Therefore, in early 2024, Council convened a community reference group (the group) to reconsider the design and provide feedback. The group provided valuable insight and included perspectives from a range of stakeholders on the Price Street to Kedron Brook alignment. Since the conclusion of the group, the local State Member, the Honourable Tim Nicholls MP, and local Councillor, Councillor Julia Dixon, have both raised broader concerns from the community about this alignment.

48.	Under the original MOU, the intent for Stage 5 was to provide a bikeway connection north through to Chermside via the Kedron Brook Bikeway. The original Kent Road design proposed travelling to Kent Road via Price Street then across Rose Street into Park Road, finally connecting to the existing Kedron Brook Bikeway via a left turn into Brook Street.

49. 	In recognition of the concerns raised by residents in this petition, Councillor Dixon has indicated support for the Kent Road alignment. Council remains committed to completing this missing link in our active transport network, with Kent Road as the preferred alignment, as it will complete high-quality, continuous cycle infrastructure for people of all abilities to safely ride through the area.

50. 	Given the important role this bikeway connection would serve in the active transport network,
and recognising the community interest, it is proposed that Council discontinue work on the Price Street to Kedron Brook alignment and resume work on the previous Kent Road alignment, as requested by the petitioners.

51. 	Kent Road and Brook Street are both classified as primary cycle routes in Council’s Brisbane City Plan 2014 and are prioritised for cycling infrastructure and connectivity. This connection will improve connectivity to key destinations in the local network, including Kedron State High School and Gympie Road, as well as local parks and sporting facilities in Kalinga and Wavell Heights.

52. 	Council will seek funding through the Queensland Government’s Cycle Network Local Government Grants Program, which supports the delivery of bike networks across Queensland,
to progress the preferred Kent Road alignment.

Consultation

53.	Councillor Julia Dixon, Councillor for Hamilton Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.

Customer impact

54.	The submission will respond to the petitioners’ concerns.

55.	The General Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed at its meeting held on 20 January 2025.

56.	DECISION:

	THAT THE INFORMATION IN THIS SUBMISSION BE NOTED AND THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER.

Attachment A
Draft Response

Petition Reference: 137/220/594/368

Thank you for your petition requesting Council engage with stakeholders, review potential routes for the North Brisbane Bikeway (NBB) Stage 5 and consider a connection to Kedron State High School.

Council and the Queensland Government have been jointly delivering the NBB, which connects the CBD with Brisbane’s northern suburbs via the Kedron Brook Bikeway.

The NBB project was agreed under a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Queensland Government’s Department of Transport and Main Roads (TMR) and Council in 2010, with the project to be completed in 5 stages.

Under the terms of the MOU, TMR were to design and construct Stages 1 through 4. Stage 1 connecting Herston to Windsor was completed in 2016, Stages 2 and 3 connecting Windsor to Wooloowin were completed in 2020, and Stage 4 along Dickson Street from Rigby Street to Price Street was completed in January 2021. Council is the lead for Stage 5 of the NBB which will complete the final link between the Queensland Government’s existing bikeway on Dickson Street and the Kedron Brook Bikeway.

Council consulted the community on a design for Stage 5 along Dickson Street to the Kedron Brook Bikeway in late 2021. This alignment connected to the Kedron Brook Bikeway via Dickson and Jackson Streets. Throughout the consultation process, there were some design elements that the community asked Council to consider further.

Therefore, in early 2024, Council convened a community reference group (the group) to reconsider the design and provide feedback. The group provided valuable insight and included perspectives from a range of stakeholders on the Price Street to the Kedron Brook Bikeway alignment. Since the conclusion of the group, the local State Member, the Honourable Tim Nicholls MP, and local Councillor, Councillor Julia Dixon, have both raised broader concerns from the community about this alignment.

Additionally, Council has received a separate petition requesting that Council does not proceed with Stage 5, which indicates there is still broad community support to finalise the project and complete Stage 5.

Under the original MOU, the intent for Stage 5 was to provide a bikeway connection north through to Chermside via the Kedron Brook Bikeway. The original Kent Road design proposed travelling to Kent Road via Price Street then across Rose Street into Park Road, finally connecting to the existing Kedron Brook Bikeway via a left turn into Brook Street.

In recognition of the concerns raised by residents in this petition, Councillor Dixon has indicated support for the Kent Road alignment. Council remains committed to completing this missing link in our active transport network, with Kent Road as the preferred alignment, as it will complete high-quality, continuous cycle infrastructure for people of all abilities to safely ride through the area.

Given the important role this bikeway connection would serve in the active transport network, and recognising the community interest, it is proposed that Council discontinue work on the Price Street to Kedron Brook alignment and resume work on the previous Kent Road alignment, as you have requested.

Council will seek funding through the Queensland Government’s Cycle Network Local Government Grants Program, which supports the delivery of bike networks across Queensland, to progress the preferred Kent Road alignment.

The above information will be forwarded to the other petitioners via email.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr Kristopher Chadwick, A/Program Director, Program Management, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, on 3178 8112.

Thank you for raising this matter.
NOTED


[bookmark: _Toc190098704]CITY PLANNING AND SUBURBAN RENEWAL COMMITTEE

[bookmark: _Hlk189837955]Chair:	We’ll now move to the City Planning and Suburban Renewal Committee report. 

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the report was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows
[bookmark: _Toc190098705]A	PETITION – OBJECTING TO THE LOTA HOUSE DEVELOPMENT AT 162 OCEANA TERRACE, LOTA (APPLICATION REFERENCE A006311610)
	137/220/594/360
334/2024-25
1.	A petition objecting to the Lota House development at 162 Oceana Terrace, Lota (application reference A006311610), was received during the Spring Recess 2024.

2.	The Divisional Manager, City Planning and Sustainability, provided the following information.

3.	The petition contains 7 signatures. Of the petitioners, 4 live in the Wynnum Manly Ward, 2 live in other wards within the City of Brisbane, and one lives outside of the City of Brisbane.

4.	The petitioners have raised the following concerns.
-	The development extends beyond the boundaries of the site and will have an adverse impact on the visual amenity of Lota and Manly.
-	The amount of vegetation to be removed as well as the potential for cliff erosion beside the Esplanade and soil and silt to runoff into Moreton Bay.

5.	The site has a total area of 39,969 square metres and is located within the Community facilities (Health care purposes) zone and Wynnum-Manly neighbourhood plan as part of Brisbane City Plan 2014 (City Plan). The site is the Edwin Marsden Tooth Memorial Home (also known as Lota House) and is a Queensland State Heritage Place. Lota House is operated by Anglicare Southern Queensland and includes aged care facilities, independent living units and a dementia care unit. 

6.	The sites’ recent development application history shows a development application for a Retirement facility was approved by the Queensland Planning and Environment Court on 13 December 2019 (application reference A004942635). A subsequent request to change the development approval under section 81 (minor change) of the Planning Act 2016 (the Act) was approved by Council on 31 May 2023 (application reference A006165073).

7.	On 6 July 2023, Council received the other change application (reference A006311610) to change the development approval under section 82 of the Act that was properly made on 2 August 2023. The development application was approved on 20 February 2024, after being assessed by Council against the requirements of the City Plan and in accordance with the provisions of the Act. The other change application made the following alterations to the development approval: 
-	2 new buildings (buildings 5 and 6) and changes to existing approved buildings to accommodate an additional 87 independent living units, increasing the total independent living units from 100 to 187
-	changes to approved staging of the development from 2 to 4 stages
-	increased on site-car parking
-	revised outdoor and indoor communal facilities
-	additional vegetation for removal and replacement.

8.	The other change application was code assessable and as such, does not afford appeal rights to the Queensland Planning and Environment Court in accordance with the Act. However, Council takes all assessment matters into account, including the grounds of all submissions made during the assessment of the application, including any relevant petitions. The outcome of the development application was communicated to the applicant by Council’s Development Services, City Planning and Sustainability.  

9.	The other change application included revised architectural plans, a town planning report, landscape concept plan, arboriculture report, traffic impact assessment, waste management plan, engineering services assessment, stormwater management plan, heritage report, vegetation clearing and fauna management plan and a visual impact assessment. 

10.	The other change application required referral to the Queensland Government’s State Assessment and Referral Agency which issued conditions on the development approval to Council on 31 October 2023. These conditions related to erosion and sediment control, construction management, tree protection zones for retained vegetation, environmental offsets, and landscaping on site including compensatory planting and post development arboriculture impact assessment. The approved documents, as well as conditions issued, formed part of Council’s decision in determining compliance with assessment benchmarks of the City Plan. 

11.	While it is acknowledged the development footprint will require the removal and replacement of some vegetation, no approval has been given for works beyond the existing boundaries of the site, including existing vegetation within the Esplanade and its ridgeline or within the unformed part of Grace Street. It has been determined the development will not result in unacceptable impacts on local amenity.

12.	A copy of the development approval, including additional information submitted, can be located online via Council’s Development.i website at developmenti.brisbane.qld.gov.au and by searching application reference number ‘A006311610’.

Consultation

13.	Councillor Alex Givney, Councillor for Wynnum Manly Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.

Customer impact

14.	The submission will respond to the petitioners’ concerns.

15.	The David Chick, Divisional Manager, City Planning and Sustainability recommended as follows and the Committee agreed at its meeting held on 9 December 2024.

16.	DECISION:

	THAT THAT THE INFORMATION IN THIS SUBMISSION BE NOTED AND THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER.
NOTED


[bookmark: _Toc190098706]ENVIRONMENT, PARKS AND SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE

Chair:	We’ll now move to the Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee report. 

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the report was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows
[bookmark: _Toc190098707]A	PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL NAME TIMARU CLOSE PARK, 11A TIMARU CLOSE, WESTLAKE, TO ‘TWO MILE REACH PARK’
	137/220/594/347
335/2024-25
1.	A petition requesting Council name Timaru Close Park, 11A Timaru Close, Westlake, to ‘Two Mile Reach Park’, was presented to the meeting of Council held on 10 September 2024, by Councillor Sarah Hutton, and received.

2.	The A/General Manager, Natural Environment, Water and Sustainability, City Planning and Sustainability, provided the following information.

3.	The petition contains 42 signatures. Of the petitioners, 39 live within Jamboree Ward, one lives within Tennyson Ward and 2 live outside the City of Brisbane.

[bookmark: _Hlk178332839]4.	Timaru Close Park (D0652, B-RE-1680) is classified as a district access/recreation corridor park and is freehold land with the western portion held in trust. The park is long and irregular in shape, with frontage to the Brisbane River along the northern boundary and street frontages to Westlake Drive, Carnegie Street and Timaru Close. The park has established trees, as well as a shelter and bench overlooking the river.

5.	The park extends approximately one kilometre along a section of the Brisbane River known as Two Mile Reach. It is not known when this reach was officially named or by whom, however, it is possible that it references the early explorations by John Oxley and a small crew who surveyed and recorded the distance along this reach of the Brisbane River as ‘two and a quarter miles’. 

6.	Requests for new park names are reviewed against criteria set out in Council’s OS03 Naming Parks, Facilities or Tracks Procedure (OS03). The purpose of naming parks, facilities or tracks is to improve the legibility of the public space system.

7.	Council appreciates that the naming of parks, tracks and prominent facilities within public space can engender a feeling of local community ownership by:
-	celebrating historic, social, and cultural connections with facilities and open spaces
-	recognising natural features that contribute to the enjoyment of our spaces
-	assisting visitors and emergency services to orientate themselves and locate specific facilities within larger parks.

8.	As such, in recognition of the park’s location along the section of the Brisbane River named ‘Two Mile Reach’, the request to name the park to ‘Two Mile Reach Park’ is supported, in accordance with OS03.

Consultation

9.	Councillor Sarah Hutton, Councillor for Jamboree Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.

Customer impact

10.	The submission will respond to the petitioners’ request.

11.	The A/General Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed at its meeting held on 9 December 2024.

12.	DECISION:

	THAT THE INFORMATION IN THIS SUBMISSION BE NOTED AND THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER.

Attachment A
Draft Response

Petition Reference: 137/220/594/347

[bookmark: _Hlk180146732]Thank you for your petition requesting Council name Timaru Close Park, 11A Timaru Close, Westlake, to ‘Two Mile Reach Park’.

Council appreciates that the naming of parks, tracks and prominent facilities within public space can engender a feeling of local community ownership by:
-	celebrating historic, social, and cultural connections with facilities and open spaces
-	recognising natural features that contribute to the enjoyment of our spaces
-	assisting visitors and emergency services to orientate themselves and locate specific facilities within larger parks.

Your request has been investigated in accordance with Council’s OS03 Naming Parks, Facilities or Tracks Procedure, which sets out criteria to ensure a fair and thorough assessment of naming requests. In recognition of the park’s location along the section of the Brisbane River named ‘Two Mile Reach’, Council supports the naming of Timaru Close Park to ‘Two Mile Reach Park’.

Please let the other petitioners know of this information. 

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Ms Tania Metcher, Program Officer, Parks Policy and Planning, Natural Environment, Water and Sustainability, City Planning and Sustainability, on 3178 2278.

Thank you for raising this matter.
NOTED

[bookmark: _Toc190098708]B	PARK NAMING – FORMAL NAMING OF THE PARK KNOWN AS TIMARU CLOSE PARK, 11A TIMARU CLOSE, WESTLAKE TO ‘TWO MILE REACH PARK’
	161/540/567/252
336/2024-25
13.	The A/General Manager, Natural Environment, Water and Sustainability, City Planning and Sustainability, provided the following information.

14.	Council received a petition requesting Timaru Close Park (D0652, B-RE-1680), 11A Timaru Close, Westlake, be named ‘Two Mile Reach Park’ to reflect the official name given to the section of Brisbane River where the park is located. The petition contained 42 signatures supporting a name change to ‘Two Mile Reach Park’. 

15.	Timaru Close Park is located in Jamboree Ward and classified as a district access/recreation corridor park. It is predominantly freehold land with the western portion held in trust. Attachment A (submitted on file) shows a locality map of the park.

16.	The park encompasses approximately 4 hectares of land and is long and irregular in shape, with frontage to the Brisbane River along the northern boundary and street frontages to Westlake Drive, Carnegie Street and Timaru Close. The park has established trees, as well as a shelter and bench overlooking the river.

17.	The section of Brisbane River that adjoins the park’s northern boundary is known as Two Mile Reach and has been formally named as such under the Place Names Act 1994. 

18.	Council recognises the value of naming parks, tracks or facilities within public spaces which can help a community celebrate historic, social, and cultural connections with local places, and engender a feeling of local community ownership.  

Consultation

19.	Councillor Sarah Hutton, Councillor for Jamboree Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.

Customer impact

20.	Formally naming the park will acknowledge the location of the park on the stretch of the Brisbane River officially named Two Mile Reach.

21.	The A/General Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed at its meeting held on 9 December 2024.

22.	DECISION:

	THAT APPROVAL BE GRANTED TO FORMALLY NAME THE PARK KNOWN AS TIMARU CLOSE PARK, 11A TIMARU CLOSE, WESTLAKE, TO ‘TWO MILE REACH PARK’, IN ACCORDANCE WITH COUNCIL’S OS03 NAMING PARKS, FACILITIES OR TRACKS PROCEDURE.
NOTED


[bookmark: _Toc114546471][bookmark: _Toc114546760][bookmark: _Toc190098709]COMMUNITY AND THE ARTS COMMITTEE

Chair:	We will now move to the Community and the Arts Committee report. 

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the report was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows
[bookmark: _Toc190098710]A	PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL ENDORSE WYNNUM GOLF CLUB’S DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION FOR FENCING ALONG THE FIRST FAIRWAY
	137/220/594/297
337/2024-25
1.	A petition requesting Council endorse Wynnum Golf Club’s (the Club) development application (DA) (A006495303) for the installation of netting (baffle fencing) along the Club’s first fairway, was received during the Election Recess 2024.

2.	The Divisional Manager, Lifestyle and Community Services, provided the following information.

3.	The petition contains 392 signatures. Of the petitioners, 195 live in Wynnum Manly Ward, 140 live in other wards within the City of Brisbane and 57 live outside of the City of Brisbane.

4.	Council leases Wynnum Golf Course to the Club, located at 64 Stradbroke Avenue, Wynnum. The current lease term is from 1 July 2014 to 30 June 2034. 

5.	Prior to 2021, numerous incidents along the northern boundary of the first fairway on Tamaree Avenue, Wynnum (the northern boundary), had been reported by residents to the Club which included property damage. In 2021, a resident raised safety concerns to the Club suggesting a fatality from a wayward ball was imminent. 

6.	As a result, the Club investigated solutions to mitigate risks of incidents at the northern boundary. Options included redesigning the course, re-routing areas of the golf course and installing safety fencing. As an interim measure, in October 2023, the Club introduced a temporary tee block and shortened the length of the first hole from a par 4 to a par 3. However, this temporarily shortened hole was not intended as an ongoing solution. 

7.	The Club continued to seek alternative options and determined installing 3 25-metre-high by 20-metre-wide baffle fences along the site, as shown in Attachment B (submitted on file), as the safest and most efficient long-term solution. The baffle fences are proposed to be angled to the first tee, positioned for optimum mitigation of wayward balls entering residential properties and constructed with minimal impact to the existing tree line and vegetation. 

8.	On 30 November 2023, the Club submitted an Application for Works (AFW) to obtain Council’s support as the landowner, to submit a DA for the 3 baffle fences along the northern boundary. Council supported the AFW on 9 January 2024. 

9.	On 3 April 2024, Council received a DA from the Club for an extension to outdoor sport and recreation for the installation of baffle fences. The application was assessed by Council against the requirements of Brisbane City Plan 2014 (City Plan) and in accordance with the Planning Act 2016 (the Act). The DA was granted approval on 19 September 2024. 

10.	The subject site is zoned as Sport and recreation and is located in the Wynnum-Manly neighbourhood plan under City Plan. The DA involves the erection of 3 25-metre-high baffle nets along the northern boundary of the golf course at the first hole. Of the 25 trees residing along the northern boundary of the first fairway, 8 trees are identified to be removed, 5 trees are to be trimmed and the remaining 12 trees are to be retained.

11.	The DA was code assessable which did not require formal public notification and does not afford submitter/petitioner appeal rights to the Queensland Planning and Environment Court in accordance with the Act. However, Council took all assessment matters into account, including the grounds of all submissions made during the assessment of the application, this includes any relevant petitions. The outcome of the DA has been communicated to the applicant by Council’s Development Services, City Planning and Sustainability. 

12.	A copy of the DA, including any additional information submitted, can be located online via Council’s Development.i website at developmenti.brisbane.qld.gov.au and by searching application reference number ‘A006495303’.

13.	During the assessment of this proposal, it was brought to Council’s attention that local residents have expressed concerns of this proposal, in particular, the perceived obtrusiveness of the fence, potential impact on existing trees and the level of consultation by the Club with local residents on the northern boundary. Given these concerns and that Council is the landowner of this site, Council officers from Community Facilities will continue to liaise with the Club, local residents and the ward councillor prior to allowing any works to occur on the site.

Consultation

14.	Councillor Alex Givney, Councillor for Wynnum Manly Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.

Customer impact

15.	It is estimated that approximately 200 golf players per day, as well as residents, will benefit from the installation of the 3 baffle fences, should the development application be approved.

16.	The Divisional Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed unanimously at its meeting held on 20 January 2025.

17.	DECISION:

	THAT THE INFORMATION IN THIS SUBMISSION BE NOTED AND THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER.

Attachment A
Draft Response

Petition Reference: 137/220/594/297

Thank you for your petition requesting Council endorse Wynnum Golf Club’s (the Club) development application (DA) (A006495303) for the installation of netting (baffle fencing) along the Club’s first fairway.

Council notes your concerns regarding incidents along the northern boundary of the first fairway on Tamaree Avenue, Wynnum (the northern boundary), such as stray balls entering private residences which could cause potential property damage and personal injury. 

As an interim measure to prevent incidents occurring, the Club introduced a temporary tee block and shortened the length of first hole from a par 4 to a par 3. The Club has proposed a long-term solution to install 3 25-metre-high by 20-metre-wide baffle fences along the northern boundary, to ensure the safety of neighbouring residents and properties from stray golf balls and facilitate the safe reinstatement of the first hole to a par 4 length and format.

On 30 November 2023, the Club submitted an Application for Works (AFW) to obtain Council’s support as the landowner to submit a DA for the 3 baffle fences along the northern boundary. Council supported the AFW on 9 January 2024. 

On 3 April 2024, Council received a DA from the Club for an extension to outdoor sport and recreation for the installation of baffle fences. The application was assessed by Council against the requirements of Brisbane City Plan 2014 (City Plan) and in accordance with the Planning Act 2016 (the Act). The DA was granted approval on 19 September 2024. 

The subject site is zoned as Sport and recreation and is located in the Wynnum-Manly neighbourhood plan under City Plan. The DA involves the erection of 3 25-metre-high baffle nets along the northern boundary of the golf course at the first hole. Of the 25 trees residing along the northern boundary of the first fairway, 8 trees are identified to be removed, 5 trees are to be trimmed and the remaining 12 trees are to be retained.

The DA was code assessable which did not require formal public notification and does not afford submitter/petitioner appeal rights to the Queensland Planning and Environment Court in accordance with the Act. However, Council took all assessment matters into account, including the grounds of all submissions made during the assessment of the application, this includes any relevant petitions. The outcome of the DA has been communicated to the applicant by Council’s Development Services, City Planning and Sustainability. 

A copy of the DA, including any additional information submitted, can be located online via Council’s Development.i website at developmenti.brisbane.qld.gov.au and by searching application reference number ‘A006495303’. You can also sign up for alerts to be notified of any updates to the application.

[bookmark: _Hlk184045778]During the assessment of this proposal, it was brought to Council’s attention that local residents have expressed concerns on this proposal, in particular, the perceived obtrusiveness of the fence, potential impact on existing trees and the level of consultation by the Club with local residents on the northern boundary. Given these concerns and that Council is the landowner of this site, Council officers from Community Facilities will continue to liaise with the Club, local residents and the ward councillor prior to allowing any works to occur on the site.

The above information will be forwarded to the other petitioners via email. 

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr Matt Trevor, A/Venues Operations Manager, Community Facilities, Lifestyle and Community Services, on 3178 0811. 

Thank you for raising this matter.
NOTED

[bookmark: _Toc190098711]B	PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL REFUSE THE DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION FOR FENCING ALONG THE FIRST FAIRWAY AT 2209 WYNNUM ROAD, WYNNUM (APPLICATION REFERENCE A006495303)
	137/220/594/338
338/2024-25
18.	A petition requesting Council refuse Wynnum Golf Club’s (the Club) development application (DA) (A006495303) for the installation of netting (baffle fencing) along the Club’s first fairway, was presented to the meeting of Council held on 20 August 2024, by Councillor Alex Givney, and received.

19.	The Divisional Manager, Lifestyle and Community Services, provided the following information.

20.	The petition contains 213 signatures. Of the petitioners, 133 live in Wynnum Manly Ward, 60 live in other wards within the City of Brisbane and 20 live outside of the City of Brisbane.

21.	Council leases Wynnum Golf Course to the Club, located at 64 Stradbroke Avenue, Wynnum. The current lease term is from 1 July 2014 to 30 June 2034. 

22.	Prior to 2021, numerous incidents along the northern boundary of the first fairway on Tamaree Avenue, Wynnum (the northern boundary), were reported by residents to the Club, which included property damage. In 2021, a resident raised safety concerns to the Club suggesting a fatality from a wayward ball was imminent. 

23.	As a result, the Club investigated solutions to mitigate risks of incidents at the northern boundary. Options included redesigning the course, re-routing areas of the golf course and installing safety fencing. As an interim measure, in October 2023, the Club introduced a temporary tee block and shortened the length of the first hole from a par 4 to a par 3. However, this temporarily shortened hole was not intended as an ongoing solution. 

24.	The Club continued to seek alternative options and determined installing 3 25-metre-high by 20-metre-wide baffle fences along the site, as shown in Attachment B (submitted on file), as the safest and most efficient long-term solution. The baffle fences are proposed to be angled to the first tee, positioned for optimum mitigation of wayward balls entering residential properties and constructed with minimal impact to the existing tree line and vegetation. 

25.	On 30 November 2023, the Club submitted an Application for Works (AFW) to obtain Council’s support as the landowner, to submit a DA for the 3 baffle fences along the northern boundary. Council supported the AFW on 9 January 2024. 

26.	It has been brought to Council’s attention that local residents have expressed concerns of this proposal, in particular, the perceived obtrusiveness of the fence, potential impact on existing trees and the level of consultation by the Club with local residents on the northern boundary. 

[bookmark: _Hlk183064204]27.	On 3 April 2024, Council received a DA from the Club for an extension to outdoor sport and recreation for the installation of baffle fences. The application was assessed by Council against the requirements of Brisbane City Plan 2014 (City Plan) and in accordance with the Planning Act 2016 (the Act). The DA was granted approval on 19 September 2024. 

28.	The subject site is zoned as Sport and recreation and is located in the Wynnum-Manly neighbourhood plan under City Plan. The DA involves the erection of 3 25-metre-high baffle nets along the northern boundary of the golf course at the first hole. Of the 25 trees residing along the northern boundary of the first fairway, 8 trees are identified to be removed, 5 trees are to be trimmed and the remaining 12 trees are to be retained.

29.	The DA was code assessable which did not require formal public notification and does not afford submitter/petitioner appeal rights to the Queensland Planning and Environment Court in accordance with the Act. However, Council took all assessment matters into account, including the grounds of all submissions made during the assessment of the application, this includes any relevant petitions. The outcome of the DA has been communicated to the applicant by Council’s Development Services, City Planning and Sustainability. 

30.	A copy of the DA, including any additional information submitted, can be located online via Council’s Development.i website at developmenti.brisbane.qld.gov.au and by searching application reference number ‘A006495303’. 

Consultation

31.	Councillor Alex Givney, Councillor for Wynnum Manly Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.

Customer impact

32.	The submission will respond to the petitioners’ concerns.

33.	The Divisional Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed unanimously at its meeting held on 20 January 2025.

34.	DECISION:

	THAT THE INFORMATION IN THIS SUBMISSION BE NOTED AND THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER.

Attachment A
Draft Response

Petition Reference: 137/220/594/338

Thank you for your petition requesting Council refuse Wynnum Golf Club’s (the Club) development application (DA) (A006495303) for the installation of netting (baffle fencing) along the Club’s first fairway. 

Council notes your concerns regarding the removal of trees along the northern boundary of the first fairway on Tamaree Avenue, Wynnum (the northern boundary), to erect baffle netting, as well as your suggestion that the existing trees provide adequate protection from golf balls. Council understands that local residents have raised concerns with stray balls entering private residences which could cause potential property damage and personal injury. 

As an interim measure to prevent incidents occurring, the Club introduced a temporary tee block and shortened the length of first hole from a par 4 to a par 3. This measure was not intended as an ongoing solution. The Club has proposed a long-term solution to install 3 25‑metre-high by 20-metre-wide baffle fences along the northern boundary, to ensure the safety of neighbouring residents and properties from stray golf balls and facilitate the safe reinstatement of the first hole to a par 4 length and format. The baffle fences are proposed to be angled to the first tee, positioned for optimum mitigation of wayward balls entering residential properties and constructed with minimal impact on existing tree line and vegetation.

On 30 November 2023, the Club submitted an Application for Works (AFW) to obtain Council’s support as the landowner to submit a DA for the 3 baffle fences along the northern boundary. Council supported the AFW on 9 January 2024. 

On 3 April 2024, Council received a DA from the Club for an extension to outdoor sport and recreation for the installation of baffle fences. The application was assessed by Council against the requirements of Brisbane City Plan 2014 (City Plan) and in accordance with the Planning Act 2016. The DA was granted approval on 19 September 2024.

The DA was code assessable which did not require formal public notification. However, Council took all assessment matters into account, including the grounds of all submissions made during the assessment of the application, this includes any relevant petitions. 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk184045835]A copy of the DA, including any additional information submitted, can be located online via Council’s Development.i website at developmenti.brisbane.qld.gov.au and by searching application reference number ‘A006495303’. You can also sign up for alerts to be notified of any updates to the application.

During the assessment of this proposal, it was brought to Council’s attention that local residents have expressed concerns on this proposal, in particular, the perceived obtrusiveness of the fence, potential impact on existing trees and the level of consultation by the Club with local residents on the northern boundary. Given these concerns and that Council is the landowner of this site, Council officers from Community Facilities will continue to liaise with the Club, local residents and the ward councillor prior to allowing any works to occur on the site.

The above information will be forwarded to the other petitioners via email. 

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr Matt Trevor, A/Venues Operations Manager, Community Facilities, Lifestyle and Community Services, on 3178 0811. 

Thank you for raising this matter.
NOTED

[bookmark: _Toc190098712]C	PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL AMEND THE SERVICE PROVISION OF CEMETERIES TO ACCOMMODATE UNEXPECTED BURIALS ON WEEKENDS AND PUBLIC HOLIDAYS
	137/220/594/369
339/2024-25
35.	A petition requesting Council amend the service provision of cemeteries to accommodate unexpected burials on weekends and public holidays, was presented to the meeting of Council held on 12 November 2024, by Councillor Vicki Howard, and received.

36.	The Divisional Manager, Lifestyle and Community Services, provided the following information.

37.	The petition contains 275 signatures. Of the petitioners, 204 live within the City of Brisbane and 71 live outside of the City of Brisbane.

38.	A same-day burial request for a member of the Islamic community was received on 15 September 2024, to be facilitated at Mount Gravatt Cemetery and Crematorium. Burial protocols within the Islamic community require burials to take place as soon as possible after death and for some in the community, it is preferred to occur within 24 hours. Due to unexpected staff illness and availability, the request could not be fulfilled until the following day.

39.	Council’s cemeteries aim to cater to all faiths, cultures and traditions with burial, cremation and memorial services provided from 7.30am to 4.30pm on weekdays as well as on weekends, subject to staff availability and notice provided. Council’s Cemeteries Coordination Centre (CCC) operates from 8am to 5pm on weekdays, and from 9am to 1pm on weekends. None of Council’s cemeteries operate on public holidays.

40.	These operating hours have historically met community needs and have allowed for the efficient operation and management of Council’s cemeteries. Council has fulfilled most same‑day burial requests, with 13 same-day weekend burial requests received and fulfilled in 2023-24 and 4 out of 5 same-day weekend burial requests fulfilled in 2024-25.

41.	Council must operate within parameters that will minimise the overall cost of services delivered. The limited number of same-day burial requests received on a weekend does not warrant the implementation of an out-of-hours, on-call and weekend rostering system. The significant labour expenses associated with a rostering system of this kind would result in extensive fees being charged to community members, which would impact upon current cost‑of‑living pressures. 

42.	Council has a duty of care to ensure the health and safety of burial staff due to the highly manual nature of the role. This involves specific planning and rostering requirements, as well as appropriate protocols when staff become ill. An additional process within the CCC has been established to ensure calls are diverted to Council’s 24-hour Contact Centre in the event of staff absences.

43.	A separate written complaint was submitted to Council to express dissatisfaction that the same‑day burial request on 15 September 2024 could not be accommodated. Representatives from the Islamic Council of Queensland also requested to meet with Council following correspondence they received from the complainant. Information about operating hours and the process for same-day burial requests was provided to these representatives by Councillor Vicki Howard, Civic Cabinet Chair of the Community and the Arts Committee, on 5 November 2024.

44.	In considering this petition, Council has determined that all cemeteries will retain the current service provisions, including staff rostering and operating hours.

Consultation

45.	As this is a citywide matter, Councillor Vicki Howard, Civic Cabinet Chair of the Community and the Arts Committee, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.

Customer impact

46.	The submission will respond to the petitioners’ concerns.

47.	The Divisional Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed unanimously at its meeting held on 20 January 2025.

48.	DECISION:

	THAT THE INFORMATION IN THIS SUBMISSION BE NOTED AND THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER.

Attachment A
Draft Response

Petition Reference: 137/220/594/369

Thank you for your petition requesting Council amend the service provision of cemeteries to accommodate unexpected burials on weekends and public holidays.
	
Council’s cemeteries aim to cater to all faiths, cultures and traditions with burial, cremation and memorial services provided from 7.30am to 4.30pm on weekdays as well as on weekends subject to staff availability. Council’s Cemeteries Coordination Centre (CCC) operates from 8am to 5pm on weekdays, and from 9am to 1pm on weekends. None of Council’s cemeteries operate on public holidays.

These operating hours have historically met community needs and have allowed for the efficient operation and management of Council’s cemeteries. Council has been able to fulfill most same-day burial requests, however it is acknowledged that unfortunately the same‑day burial request received on 15 September 2024 was unable to be supported due to an unprecedented combination of staff illness and unavailability. 

Council must operate within parameters that will minimise the overall cost of services delivered. The significant labour expenses associated with an out-of-hours, on-call and weekend rostering system would result in extensive fees being charged to community members. These fees would have an impact on the community’s cost-of-living pressures. 
Council has a duty of care to ensure the health and safety of burial staff due to the highly manual nature of the role. This involves specific planning and rostering requirements, as well as appropriate protocols when staff become ill. An additional process within the CCC has been established to ensure calls are diverted to Council’s 24-hour Contact Centre in the event of staff absence.

In considering this petition, Council has determined that all cemeteries will retain the current service provisions, including staff rostering and operating hours.

The above information will be forwarded to the other petitioners via email. 

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Jade Sime, Cemeteries Business Manager, Venues and Cemeteries, Community Facilities, Lifestyle and Community Services, on 3178 4144.

Thank you for raising this matter. 
NOTED


[bookmark: _Toc114546466][bookmark: _Toc114546755][bookmark: _Toc190098713]FINANCE AND CITY GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE

Chair:	We’ll now move to the Finance and City Governance Committee report. 

[bookmark: _Hlk189825386]Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the report was declared carried on the voices.

Thereupon, Councillors Lucy COLLIER and Jared CASSIDY immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the report being declared carried.

The voting was as follows:

AYES: 16 -	The DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Fiona CUNNINGHAM, and Councillors Krista ADAMS, Greg ADERMANN, Adam ALLAN, Tracy DAVIS, Alex GIVNEY, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sarah HUTTON, Sandy LANDERS, Kim MARX, Ryan MURPHY, Danita PARRY, Steven TOOMEY, Andrew WINES and Penny WOLFF.

NOES: 6 -	The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Lucy COLLIER, Steve GRIFFITHS, Emily KIM, Charles STRUNK and Nicole JOHNSTON.

[bookmark: _Hlk189825457]ABSTENTIONS: 2 -	Councillors Seal CHONG WAH and Trina MASSEY. 

The report read as follows
[bookmark: _Toc190098714]A	PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL INSTALL SECURITY CAMERAS IN LYNELLE STREET, SUNNYBANK HILLS
	137/220/594/364
340/2024-25
1.	A petition requesting Council install security cameras in Lynelle Street, Sunnybank Hills, to address safety concerns following recent break ins and increased traffic in the street, was presented to the meeting of Council held on 29 October 2024, by Councillor Kim Marx, and received. 

2.	The Divisional Manager, City Administration and Governance, provided the following information.

3. 	The petition contains 31 signatures, of which all the petitioners live in Lynelle Street.

4.	Council’s safety cameras are integrated with Council’s Safety Camera Network and are actively monitored by the Security Operations Centre. These cameras employ advanced analytics to assist in determining when intervention by the Security Operations Centre is necessary. When determining locations for safety camera installation, Council adopts a risk-based approach in collaboration with Queensland Police Service and our community safety partners. Several factors are considered during this process, including the location, installation costs, local crime statistics and the overall effectiveness of safety cameras in preventing anti‑social behaviour and criminal activities in the area.

5. 	Based on these considerations, Lynelle Street currently does not meet the minimum criteria for safety camera installation by Council. However, Council conducts regular assessments and reviews of sites for potential safety camera deployment and remains committed to expanding our suburban Safety Camera Network.

Consultation

6.	Councillor Kim Marx, Councillor for Runcorn Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.

	Customer impact

7. 	The submission will respond to the petitioners’ concerns.

8.	The Divisional Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed unanimously at its meeting held on 20 January 2025.

9.	DECISION:

THAT THE INFORMATION IN THIS SUBMISSION BE NOTED AND THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER.
Attachment A
Draft Response

[bookmark: _Hlk124166233]	Petition Reference: 137/220/594/364

Thank you for your petition requesting installation of security cameras in Lynelle Street, Sunnybank Hills. Council values your feedback and appreciates your dedication to enhancing the security of our community. Council is aware of the impact that crime has on the community and we work closely with Queensland Police Service to address this issue.

Council’s safety cameras are integrated with our Safety Camera Network and are actively monitored by our Security Operations Centre. These cameras employ advanced analytics to assist in determining when intervention by the Security Operations Centre is necessary. In determining locations for safety camera installation, Council adopts a risk-based approach in collaboration with Queensland Police Service and our community safety partners. The cameras are installed in locations that monitor public places, rather than monitoring privately owned assets.

Several factors are considered during this process, including the location, installation costs, local crime statistics and the overall effectiveness of safety cameras in preventing anti-social behaviour and criminal activities in the area.

Based on these considerations, Lynelle Street does not meet the minimum criteria for safety camera installation by Council. However, Council conducts regular assessments and reviews of sites for potential safety camera deployment and remains committed to expanding our suburban Safety Camera Network. We recommend visiting www.police.qld.gov.au/safety-and-preventing-crime/home-and-multi-residential-security for more information on home security.

Please let the other petitioners know of this information. 

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr Jared Bezuidenhout, Manager, Corporate Security, Assurance Services, City Administration and Governance, on 3178 0078.

Thank you for raising this matter.
NOTED


[bookmark: _Toc190098715]PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS:

Chair:	Councillors, are there any petitions? 


[bookmark: _Toc190098716]GENERAL BUSINESS:

	Councillors, are there any statements required as a result of an Office of the Independent Assessor or Councillor Ethics Order, Committee Order? 
	We’ll now move to General Business. Councillors, are there any items of General Business? 
	Councillor WOLFF.
Councillor WOLFF:	Thank you very much, Madam Chair. I rise to reflect on what’s been an extraordinary year past in the Walter Taylor Ward for 2024, and to also share my condolences on the passing of Honourable John Moore AO (Order of Australia). Over the past 12 months in Walter Taylor Ward, Schrinner Council has delivered key projects that have strengthened our community, our engagement, and improved essential infrastructure, all with the goal of making the suburbs more connected, accessible, and vibrant. Several of the significant achievements was the opening of the Lex Ord dog off-leash area, which provided much-needed recreational space for local families and their furry friends. 
	We also officially opened the Witton Barracks Community Hub in Indooroopilly, a milestone that preserves our heritage, while also creating a new space for community use. Our community events were also a great success, bringing thousands of residents together, including Guyatt Grooves at Guyatt Park, featuring a 40-piece symphonic band; the Jacaranda Festival at Biami Yumba Park in Fig Tree Pocket, which welcomed over 3,000 guests; and, additionally, we hosted our inaugural Community Christmas Carols at Witton Barracks in Indooroopilly. In terms of infrastructure, we achieved record road resurfacing across the ward, and completed essential maintenance of the Walter Taylor Bridge five days ahead of schedule. 
	We also witnessed the Moggill Road corridor upgrade drawing closer to being finished. I also supported 14 schools and UQ student events, demonstrating our ongoing commitment to our youth and community engagement. The highlight was introducing the Walter Taylor Community Service Award across three educational sectors, for primary students, senior students, and university residences and colleges. Looking ahead for 2025, I’m focused on delivering more for our residents, with key projects including the Green Hill Reservoir upgrade, Perrin Park dog off-leash area, the Moore Park access road, and upgrades to Taringa Playground Park. 
	As mentioned earlier by the LORD MAYOR, I am also saddened by the passing of Honourable John Moore AO. His contributions to our community as the Liberal Member for Ryan will long be remembered. He served in various ministerial and shadow ministry portfolios throughout his 25 years of Parliament. This included Minister for Defence. I offer my sincere condolences to his wife, Johnnie, and his family. I am saddened to have missed the state funeral held today at Christ Church St Lucia. I also want to take this opportunity to thank our Walter Taylor local businesses, community groups, and all residents for their ongoing collaboration and support. Together, we have achieved so much already, and I look forward to continuing this momentum throughout 2025 to keep Brisbane moving. Thank you.
Chair:	Councillor CHONG WAH.
Councillor CHONG WAH:	Thank you, Chair. I rise to speak on the proposal for a mega stadium in Victoria Park / Barrambin, which means Windy Place. Before European invasion, Barrambin was an open forest of grassy fields, with large eucalypt trees, blue gum, apple, box, spotted gum, and ironbark, not dissimilar to the way it looks now, according to expert historians. This was a meeting place for corroborees, agriculture, dancing, hunting, and gathering, a place for other First Nations to visit and stay from other nations. In our early colonial history, violent attacks were perpetrated against First Nations people in the Victoria Park / Barrambin. Many First Nations people were injured, killed, or forced off their land. 
	For example, in 1846, during a gathering of some 400 Aboriginals, a party of four to 10 whites, led by Constable Peter Murphy, tried to apprehend Jackey Jackey, an Aboriginal resistance leader from the Lockyer region, whilst he was staying in Victoria Park. This resulted in a confrontation with the campers, who opposed Murphy’s action. Several Aboriginal residents were shot, wounded, and some killed. The whole camp and its contents were burnt down, and many of the wounded fled. This is according to expert historians, Associate Professor Ray Kerkhove, Professor Ben Wilson of the University of Southern Queensland. 
	There has never been any justice for stealing this land, and attacking and murdering those people. The new LNP Government abolished the State’s Truth-telling and Healing Inquiry, to bury this State’s racism. There’s no treaty between this Government and the First Nations people of this land, and no attempt to make things right. Now the sacred land of Victoria Park / Barrambin, the Windy Place, is under threat of a mega stadium. LORD MAYOR and the LNP Administration, you are fully aware of this. You consulted with First Nations elders. You recognised its immense cultural heritage significance to the Yuggera and Turrbal people. 
	You prepared a master plan to rewild the park. For you to turn around and support a mega stadium on this sacred land is shameful. For context, imagine if this Government proposed a mega stadium in New Farm Park or the Botanical Gardens. We know that people would be outraged. This is the same thing. The Save Victoria Park group are angry residents, who want to fight for this place, and they’ve got support citywide. We saw this on the weekend, when hundreds of people joined a rally to protect the park. Our community across Brisbane has connected with the park, with its rolling hills, and flora and fauna. It is absolutely magnificent. 
	It’s a park for everyone, and especially our First Nations people, the rightful owners of this land. This precious park was reserved for future residents of Brisbane in 1875. The developer and LNP proposal to carve it up for a stadium is disgusting. This is the largest remaining park in inner-city Brisbane. It’s a legacy for our children’s future. Just 10 months ago, the new LNP Premier Crisafulli told us that there can’t be new stadiums, according to the Brisbane Times. Will he break his promise to Brisbane? Will he break his promise to Queenslanders? Our communities say no to a stadium in this park. The Save Victoria Park group will not stop. They will continue to ramp up and mobilise residents to stop a stadium in our precious green space. I have heard there will be delays, peaceful civil disobedience, and disruption. Once lost, it’s lost forever. Our community will defend it.
Chair:	Councillor GIVNEY.
Councillor GIVNEY:	Thank you, Madam Chair. I wish to rise today to speak about all the amazing things that are happening on the horizon in the Wynnum Manly Ward. Now, I believe at the end of last year, I left the Chamber early to attend a community graduation celebration. It was mentioned in the Chamber that it’s all about Wynnum. I apologise for not preparing an interpretive dance today, and I’m sorry that I missed it in person, but at least we can revisit it online whenever we like. I want to correct the narrative, song, dance or performance, that afternoon in the Chamber. This is not the case. It’s actually all about Manly, Manly West, Wynnum West, Lota, and Wynnum. 
	I would like to highlight a few of the exciting projects that are underway in our beautiful Bayside. So, for Lota, Bayside United Football Club are so excited at the moment because they’ve had three really big things happening. First of all, after a really tough year last year, and being broken into just as their new change rooms were opening, they have been successful in a Safer Suburbs Grant to help with security for their club. That’s really great. After having no lighting on their front field—very dim lighting, actually—they are also the recipients of the Better Suburbs Grant for new lighting for the club. 
	Quite recently, they had an upgrade to the entrance to their club, their club car park for safety, because it was really quite—on a corner, and very unsafe. So, they are really loving life at the moment down at Bayside United. I look forward to hosting an event there later in the year. For Manly, the new wombat crossing along the busy waterfront pathway outside the Manly Pool has been very exciting in our area, and new flagpoles and seating for the National Servicemen Memorial at Darling Point, which they had been asking for many years. Last year at Anzac Day, they were really happy to be able to sit while they had their service. A dog shower was just opened at the dog off-leash beach at Manly as well. The $2 dips have been enjoyed at the waterslide again this year. My kids have been going almost weekly—
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor GIVNEY:	—and me, yes, I have been down the slide. For Wynnum, the upgrades are on the way for the Whale Park playground, as I discussed earlier today. The CBD Urban Renewal Precinct Master Plan has begun its discovery phase, with the Brisbane City Council officers engaging with the landowners. I look forward to monitoring the progress of this project, as the Council planning team move to stakeholder engagement with the wider community in the coming months. For Wynnum West, we opened a new playground at the Vikings football club, and I look forward to hosting potentially an event there later this year as well. For the whole ward, our foreshore master plan will open in the coming weeks, and I’ve heard from many eager community members, who have been bringing ideas forward to me since I was elected. I’m sure this will be a transformational opportunity for our ward and our city. 
	We hosted the Australia Day Brekkie at George Clayton Park, with over 2,500 people. It was a wonderful morning, and the waterslides were a welcomed addition—and, yes, I went on that one. We thank the many dedicated volunteers and businesses who supported this community event to make sure it was so successful. As you can see, we have a lot going on down at bayside, and I will welcome any of the Councillors in the Chamber with open arms to come down and see what it’s all about. Thank you.
Chair:	Further speakers? 
	Councillor JOHNSTON.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Yes. I rise, just to speak on the CEO and the LORD MAYOR. I’ll start by just saying to the CEO, I appreciate that she’s come down today to participate in this meeting. When Colin Jensen started as CEO, he would turn up for an hour or so, and then leave. About four or five years into his term, he just stopped coming altogether. Jude Munro did come for budget and so forth. So, it’s good that you’re here to see what’s happening. I would like to put on the record a couple of things. Firstly, the LORD MAYOR doesn’t attend Council meetings other than for a small portion of his own report. It’s not uncommon for him not to participate in these meetings whatsoever. 
	I think it’s probably a big part of why things went so wrong for the Deputy Mayor last year because, unfortunately, she was left here on her own, and it would get a bit out of control. I’m not sure how it’s going to run under Councillor CUNNINGHAM, but perhaps things will improve. But what I do want to say is, I hope you have listened to us today. I know that I’ve spoken not about brand new shiny things. There are the odd thing in Tennyson Ward, and we are rich with community groups and parks, some of the oldest in Australia. We are rich with volunteers. We are rich with events, all of those things. 
	But the maintenance in this city has dropped to a standard that is appalling. You can’t get the grass mowed. You can’t get the trees picked up. Footpaths are crumbling across the city. Roads are in terrible shape. It is a product of the LNP’s restructure of the operational part of Council several years ago; their failure to be able to administer a budget to deliver on what they promised. They then cut, and roll projects over. The failure to have enough staff to manage and deliver projects. The failure of their leadership to actually be able to deliver. Councillor HUTTON’s shock at the fact that there were still trees down in Tennyson Ward today was obvious to everybody, so how is it—and insisted none of the 180 trees that were down across the city were in Tennyson Ward. There’d be at least 20. 
	So, I don’t know what’s going on. Well, I do know. These people have driven service delivery into the ground, with their pork-barrelling and partisan politicalship in this city. It is hurting the residents of Brisbane. I urge you to look carefully at raising maintenance and delivery standards across the city as part of your tenure as CEO. I hope that you will see that you are here to serve the people of Brisbane, and that you will do that with equity and fairness. I look forward to our discussion in a few weeks. Finally, just briefly on the LORD MAYOR. I support Councillor CHONG WAH’s concerns, and the Save Victoria Park group. I’ve spoken with Sue and others. 
	I am appalled at the way that this Administration have backed that project, both through former Lord Mayor, Graham Quirk, through this LORD MAYOR. It is horrific that one of the oldest parks in the city will be carved up for development. Now, the LORD MAYOR of this city has done something shocking, I think. We had an extensive debate in this Chamber, and this Council voted for an Olympics plan, voted for the Olympics. I was here; not everyone was. It was a difficult debate that we had. I wasn’t sure what I was going to do, till right up to the end. I almost am at a point where I regret voting yes, because we agreed to a plan for this city that said there would be a new stadium at Albion. The land was put aside for that purpose. 
	Since then, there’s been a free-for-all at George Street, there’s been a free-for-all here at Council, and Victoria Park is at risk. Worse still, just a couple of weeks ago, the LORD MAYOR sent a letter off to the 100-day review, supporting the Gabba again, supporting the Gabba rebuild. Now, I know that Councillor CUNNINGHAM’s had a foot in both camps on this, and she proclaims to her local community that she doesn’t support the Gabba project. But here she is, elected as the DEPUTY MAYOR, supporting the LORD MAYOR, who has written in black and white that he supports the Gabba. So, what is this LORD MAYOR doing? He has a position on behalf of our city that says the stadium will be Albion. He barely mentions it. You wouldn’t think. He’s been all over the Gabba and all over Victoria Park, save our park, save our schools, and leave the stadium at Albion.
Chair:	Councillor JOHNSTON, your time has expired. 
	Further speakers? 
	Councillor HUTTON.
Councillor HUTTON:	Thank you, Madam Chair. I rise to speak very briefly about the storm that happened on 16 January, and just to pass on our gratitude and thanks to our incredible employees. They did an incredible job. They did 120 rapid damage assessments straight up, and made sure that we could put the resources where we needed to, to get the eastern suburbs back up and running. There were some significant trees down, and I really want to put on record just my thanks to the 202 Council employees, who played a critical role in the clean-up efforts. They were from the various groups, including the Arboriculture team, Natural environments and parks, and PSO (Public Space Operations). They were the first to sites, and they removed a lot of debris, and made sure these sites were safe. 
	We then had the PPI (Program Planning and Integration) and the CARS (Compliance and Regulatory Services) team, who undertook the rapid damage assessments, and then helped plan the days after. Our waste and resource recovery teams also did an amazing job opening our RRCs (Resource Recovery Centres) to arrange special support for our elderly and infirmed residents, and of course our safety and maintenance teams as well. So, a big, big thank you. Thank you to the leadership team and thank you to our CEO for your leadership during this time. Thank you.
Chair:	Further speakers? 
	Councillor MASSEY.
Councillor MASSEY:	Thank you, Chair. I rise to speak in General Business on two items, the first one being the Stage 5 North Brisbane Bikeway, and the second one, the 86 South Brisbane Kurilpa Loop. I’ll speak briefly, quickly on the first item. It’s really important to note that the initial realignment has designs from 2018. That’s seven years ago. So, while there is undeniably support that we, that Councillors, finally, at a Local level, at a State, and a Federal level are finally supportive of Stage 5. What is incredibly concerning, especially about those petitions and the responses to those petitions, is what we believe will be the delay in that delivery. There has already been a six— seven-year delay for those deliveries. 
	We know that there are designs from 2018 for the delivery of the Stage 5 North Brisbane Bikeway. We know there is a lack of transparency with what’s happened in the past six, seven years. We also recognise that, if we wanted to, Council could make the choice to fund that bikeway, and start works immediately. This is why the Greens said no to those two petitions, because we do not believe the responses to these petitions go far enough to demonstrate our actual support for Stage 5 of this North Brisbane Bikeway. It’s really important to also recognise that, in that time that has passed, what have we done? We’ve actually made cycling, biking more dangerous for over six years. That’s a true shame, because this bikeway, the Stage 5, which has long been promised, long been awaited, had a lot of consultation, had a lot of designs, is a really important link for the northern suburbs. 
	Secondly, I’m going to speak to the 86 because, under our really democratic laws, we don’t get to debate them. I’m going to try to speak as briefly as I can. Firstly, I want to make sure that I say that I stand here, in front of residents, not just the Chambers, in both frustration and determination, frustration at the decision that’s been made by the LNP Council, but in determination to continue fighting for what we know is right for our community and for the thousands of people that use the South Brisbane Loop. The 86 bus is not just a transportation mode, it’s a lifeline that connects people across the Gabba Ward and beyond. 
	It is a bus that ensures workers get to their jobs on time, it is a bus that gets children to school, and it is a bus that helps people reach places that they love in West End and South Brisbane. It’s also a bus that ensures that seniors in our community remain connected, providing them with mobility and engagement to the city that they love and call home. Over the past two years, the 86 Kurilpa bus has become a cornerstone of our neighbourhoods. It has woven itself into the fabric of these communities, becoming a vital service. Despite the overwhelming success, and it was a success, of the trial—no matter how many times it is mentioned it wasn’t a trial, there is evidence. I’ve submitted it already to Council. We can see through it. It was a trial, and it was successful. 
	Despite the growing number of residents, workers, students, and despite the families who rely on this service every day, the LNP Council, under this LORD MAYOR, who is not here, has chosen to proceed with its cancellation. The question is, why? Of course, it’s about decision-making. The decision has been made. The LNP Council has decided to ignore the voices of residents, commuters, and families who are directly impacted. That petition had 1,179 signatures, 1,179 people whose voices called to Council to say, hey, please, consider this. This is a bus that wasn’t even important enough for this Council to apply for funding at a State Government level. 
	That is the letdown that these residents are experiencing. Despite the support for this bus route, despite many parents on the first day of school contacting me and being like, what, this LNP Council has continued to cancel. Let me be clear, this decision will not be forgotten, and it will not be forgiven. The thousands of seniors, workers, families, and residents of Kurilpa will remember the betrayal of this Council. I can assure you that I will neither forgive or forget, because I will not stop fighting to bring back the 86.
Chair:	Councillor HOWARD. 
Councillor HOWARD:	Thank you, Chair. I rise to address a rather curious question raised earlier in today’s meeting about the Inclusive Brisbane Plan. To be clear, it has not been scaled back. The full title of the plan is A City for Everyone: Inclusive Brisbane Plan 2019-2029. I’ll repeat that: 2019 to 2029. It’s a 10-year plan. We are in year six of that 10-year plan, and we have already delivered so much to make Brisbane more inclusive and accessible. We continue to deliver new initiatives and improvements all the time, just like the Brisbane Metro, the most accessible bus in the country. The Metro’s unique features are well beyond required standards, making this kind of mass transit travel possible for some people for the very first time.
	Each vehicle has three mobility bays in the first passenger compartment, and 10 priority seats, which are both above and beyond the Federal Government’s requirements. It’s equipped with an automated on-request ramp, and a low floor design, to assist boarding for passengers with mobility requirements. By working together with the accessibility community and their advocates, we have been able to achieve a vehicle that will provide independence, dignity, and choice for everyone. That is what we do. Accessibility and inclusivity is now embedded in everything we do and within every part of Council. Every new project we deliver is accessible, and that is thanks to the vision of this Schrinner Council. 
	In 2012, we launched the first ever access and inclusion plan. We were the first ever Administration to deliver any sort of real plan to address accessibility in this city. Since then, the Schrinner Council has invested more than $230 million to make Brisbane more accessible, connected, and inclusive. Our buses and CityCats are now wheelchair and pram accessible. We delivered more than seven accessible aqua play facilities, and more than 40 all-ability playgrounds. We rolled out the first ever accessible adult changing facilities in the history of this Council. So many of our pools now have ramps and features that have opened doors to allow more people to enjoy our pools. 
	Events are more accessible and inclusive than ever before, like our Lord Mayor’s Christmas Carols, which have accessible viewing platforms, Auslan interpretation, a dedicated Auslan area, low sensory zones, haptic vests and wristbands for the hearing impaired, and captions on screen. We support amazing events like Ability Fest, which is delivered by people with disability, for the whole community to enjoy. Madam Chair, Brisbane has undergone a complete accessibility transformation under the stewardship of this Schrinner Council. We are proud to continue delivering on our commitment to make sure that Brisbane is a city for everyone, a city where everyone feels they belong, regardless of age, ability, or background. 
Chair:	Further speakers? 
	Councillor STRUNK.
Councillor STRUNK:	Thank you, Madam Chair. I rise to speak on—well, there’s three items I wanted to speak to you about tonight. One is about the passing of one of our great community leaders; also, one of our great schools, and the achievements that they’ve had; and then the Tết Festival. I’m going to start with the passing of one of our great community leaders, and I’ll probably use up my five minutes, which is all we get now—we used to get 10. Five minutes to speak about Rangi Ross, who passed away about a week or so ago at the age of 94. He was a New Zealand—he was born in New Zealand, but he and Val, his wife, they came to Australia some 40-odd years ago, and settled in this place we call Brisbane, specifically in Inala. 
	Now, if you ask the community who Rangi was, some would say, oh, he’s the Lions guy, or others would say, no, he’s the community legal centre guy. No, no, no, no, no, he’s the ambulance committee guy. No, he’s the Blue Fin guy. He was all those, and this is why he was so beloved, because he involved himself deeply into the community that he lived. Now, he and his wife, Val, were a team. Whatever Rangi did, Val did. She may not have had the titles that Rangi had, and mostly—and, of course, Rangi just didn’t get involved with a community group and then just be one of the numbers. 
	He sought and he was recognised for his leadership, and they wanted him to undertake that leadership in that particular community group. So, all those community groups I just mentioned, well, he was either president, vice president for those groups all at the same time. He worked full-time as well. Matter of fact, he worked up until he was 80 years of age, driving a bus for St John’s College. Now, there’s not too many people—and he’d still be driving it if they hadn’t sort of said, well, you can’t drive anymore. You’re too old. So, he had to retire from that. He loved those kids, and the kids loved him, of course. 
	I got to know him when I became a Lion myself in 1993. He was instrumental in generating the next club nearest Inala, and that was Forest Lake. So, he was a guiding Lion for the new club. Even though he’d only been in the Lions himself probably about seven or eight years at that stage, he was a builder. We all have those—probably, if you think about it, we all have those in our wards, those type of people that are builders. Well, he was a builder. He did it probably more than anyone else I can think of in the Inala area over the time that he lived and worked and volunteered. 
	He didn’t like to be made a fuss of. When they actually named a hall after him, that was recently built a few years ago next to Richlands East State School, he didn’t want a bar of it. He says, no, you’re not going to name a hall after me. There’s plenty of other people that should be named after that’s done more than me. Well, honestly, there probably isn’t. He will be greatly missed by the people of my Lions Club, the Inala Lions Club, the Blue Fin Fishing Club, the ambulance committee, the legal centre. When they started with the legal centre, they had three lawyers and an admin person. 
	They ended up, at the end—we were told during his memorial—they have now 11 lawyers, and 3 or 4 admin people, just to try to keep up with the business. He built that, along with the other committee, the committee members over the years. So, he was a real builder. I’d just like to pay tribute to the work that Rangi Ross did. Never forgot New Zealand either. He was across that ditch at least once a year, if not twice a year, because he had plenty of family over there. They had plenty of family over here. It was really great to catch up with his brother, his sister. They have good DNA. They live a long time. With the time that they’re given, they really make the most of it. I just want to pay tribute to him and what he was able to do for the community of Inala. I knew I was going to take up the five minutes just talking about Rangi. Thank you, Chair.
Chair:	Thank you, Councillor STRUNK. He sounds like an exceptional man. 
	Any further speakers? 
	Councillor KIM. 
	Sorry, Councillor. I didn’t see you standing up there. Councillor ADAMS. 
Councillor ADAMS:	Thank you, Madam Chair. Look, I just rise, also to reiterate, as Councillor HUTTON mentioned earlier in General Business, and has been mentioned earlier today, there were some very severe storms that came through over the Christmas break. As the LORD MAYOR mentioned, they just missed it in Carindale, near where he was. I can assure you, Carina Heights did not miss it, as you would have all seen on the news and the social media. There were some significantly large trees. I can’t imagine the type of wind that went through that small tunnel that it followed through, some of those gum trees that would’ve taken two people to put your arms around them that snapped in half, and just some very, very large trees sitting in wet ground that just literally fell over. 
	I have to say thank you so very, very much to the officers, Councillor HUTTON. I was out on the ground as soon as it was safe to do so, and there were many of them driving around already, tape up, making sure that they were making it as safe as possible as soon as they could. I know that many of those calls came in through Carina Heights. I know that within 48 hours that most of those trees had been dealt with, if not moved away, been made safe, and then were taken down and removed within the next few days as well. So, what can I say to the entire team? That includes the CEO, who I think had been on deck for about four days, who called with the manager, Krysten Booth, and kept me up to date the entire time. 
	It was absolutely outstanding work, and it was amazing how fast Carina Heights looked like nothing had happened. I’m sure some of the residents don’t feel like that, that is for sure. It will take a while to recover for some. I just want to thank the team on the amazing work that they did.
Chair:	Councillor KIM. 
Councillor KIM:	Thank you, Chair. I can keep it very brief for dinner. I just wanted to quickly thank all of the Council officers and international relations team involved with organising BrisAsia Festival’s launch, which happened in Willawong this Friday. It’s right between my ward and Steve’s ward as well. To be honest, I was so impressed. I’d never seen anything like that from City Council. I was so shocked because it was essentially the whole young Asian nightlife scene. There were literally rappers there. They were rapping grime. Never thought I’d see that. There were luxury cars. It was actually also organised by a local resident, who goes by the stage name Chong Ali, who also rapped that night as well. I wanted to give him a massive shout-out for the great work that he did there. 
	People were really excited, and I’ve never seen that level of engagement before. I’m certainly very excited to host something similar, hopefully, later this year. Also, there was Lemak, the restaurant that I’m sure everyone knows very well that had the Chong Ali Special versus The Law sandwich, which is the local boxer. So, that was very exciting to see. It was very funny. As part of BrisAsia Festival as well, this Friday I’ve been invited to the Big Fork Theatre in the Valley with the cast—Markus, Victor, and Janette, Himali, and I believe it’s Monica—to come along as a guest speaker. I think they’ll be giving me a light roasting, and doing some fun comedy about my life as a BrisAsian. So, very excited for this wonderful festival, and I really applaud the team for working on something that I think should be supported every year.
Chair:	Are there any further speakers? 
	Councillors, that now concludes this meeting. As it will take some time to reset everything, I do suggest we now go to dinner for one hour. I’ll see you back here for the next meeting.


[bookmark: _Toc114546773][bookmark: _Toc190098717]QUESTIONS OF WHICH DUE NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN:
(Questions of which due notice has been given are printed as supplied and are not edited)

Submitted by Councillor Nicole Johnston (received on 30 January 2025)
Q1.	How many infringements notices were issued in the Queensland Tennis Centre Parking Area during the Brisbane International Tennis Tournament 29 December 2024 to 5 January 2025?

Q2.	How many $0/ warning infringements notices were issued in the Queensland Tennis Centre Parking Area during the Brisbane International Tennis Tournament 29 December 2024 to 5 January 2025?

Q3.	Please provide a breakdown by street and suburbs of the number of infringements notices were issued in the Queensland Tennis Centre Parking Area during the Brisbane International Tennis Tournament 29 December 2024 to 5 January 2025.

Q4.	How many street, park and offset trees were planted between 1 July 2024 and 31 December 2024?

Q5.	How many street, park and offset trees are awaiting planting?

Q6.	How many community street trees planting days were completed between 1 July 2024 and 31 December 2024? Please provide a list of suburbs and tree numbers planted, if any.

Q7.	When was the last Councillor (not Lord Mayoral) by-election, for whom and what was the cost?

Submitted by Councillor Jared Cassidy (received on 30 January 2025)
Q1.	How many contacts were made to the contact centre regarding mosquitoes in any context in the full 2024 calendar year – provide a breakdown by month and into categories of contact reason eg. request for information, advice, or service.

Q2.	Please confirm the total mosquito spraying budget allocated for the 2024-2025 financial year, and the amount that has been spent from that budget to date.

Q3.	How many contacts have been made to the contact centre regarding mosquitoes in any context in 2025 YTD – provide a breakdown by month and into categories of contact reason eg. request for information, advice, or service.

Q4.	Please provide the number of FTE currently employed in mosquito control services for Brisbane City Council as at 1/01/2024, and their job titles.

Q5.	In the 2024-2025 FYTD have any labour hire or contract staff been engaged to work in the mosquito control team.

Q6.	How many contacts were made to the contact centre regarding drainage in any context in the full 2024 calendar year – provide a breakdown by month and into categories of contact reason eg. request for information, advice, or service.

Q7.	How many contacts were made to the contact centre regarding flooding in any context in the full 2024 calendar year – provide a breakdown by month and into categories of contact reason eg. request for information, advice, or service.

Q8.	List the locations of any drainage infrastructure awaiting maintenance or repair, grouped by suburb.

Q9.	Please provide the total cost of printing and distributing the Living in Brisbane flyers for the 2024-2025 FYTD. 

Q10.	Please provide the cost of printing and distribution per individual Living in Brisbane flyer for the 2024-2025 FYTD.

Q11.	Please provide the cost of producing the Living in Brisbane flyer, not including printing and distribution. Eg. Staff costs for designing and writing content.

Q12.	How many contacts were made to the contact centre regarding Living in Brisbane in any context in the full 2024 calendar year – provide a breakdown by into categories of contact reason eg. request for information, advice, or service.

Q13.	What is the total cost of Living in Brisbane Live! for the 2024-2025 FYTD

Q14.	Please advise where Brisbane residents can access information about opting out of receiving the ‘Living in Brisbane’ newsletter in their mailboxes.

Q15.	Please advise where Brisbane pensioners can access information about requesting an exemption to Brisbane City Council’s $1.98 fee for quarterly paper rate notices.

Q16.	Please list the names of all stakeholder groups, community groups or organisations that Brisbane City Council consulted or engaged with in 2024, before introducing a $1.98 fee for residential paper rate notices.

Q17.	Please advise the total number of residential rate notices issued by Brisbane City Council from 1 October 2024 to 31 October 2024.

Q18.	Please advise the total number of residential rate notices sent by post from 1 October 2024 to 31 October 2024.

Q19.	Please advise the total number of residential rate notices sent by email from 1 October 2024 to 31 October 2024.

Q20.	Please advise the total number of residential rate notices distributed electronically or by digital billing practices from 1 October 2024 to 31 October 2024.

Q21.	Please advise the total number of residential rate notices issued by Brisbane City Council from 1 January 2025 to 31 January 2025.

Q22.	Please advise the total number of residential rate notices sent by post from 1 January 2025 to 31 January 2025.

Q23.	Please advise the total number of residential rate notices sent by email from 1 January 2025 to 31 January 2025.

Q24.	Please advise the total number of residential rate notices distributed electronically or by digital billing practices from 1 January 2025 to 31 January 2025.

Q25.	In relation to the Brisbane Metro project, please advise when Brisbane residents can expect tunnelling works beneath Adelaide Street in Brisbane’s CBD to be complete.

Q26.	In relation to the Brisbane Metro project, please advise when Brisbane residents can expect works at King George Square to be complete.

Q27.	In relation to the Brisbane Metro project, please advise when Brisbane residents can expect works at Buranda busway station to be complete.

Q28.	Please advise if Brisbane residents will be able to use the M1 route and services before the June / July 2025 school holidays.

Q29.	Please advise if Brisbane residents will be able to use the M1 route and services before the 2025 Royal Queensland Show, known as the Ekka.

Q30.	Please advise how much Brisbane City Council paid Darren Lockyer to promote the M2 or Brisbane Metro, or to partake in related promotional activities with Brisbane City Council.

Q31.	Please advise how much Brisbane City Council paid Melanie Zanetti for voiceover work relating to Brisbane Metro, or to partake in related promotional activities with Brisbane City Council.

Q32.	Please advise the names, listed in alphabetical order, of all Brisbane personalities who will feature on Brisbane Metro buses.

Q33.	Please provide monthly patronage numbers to each Council Pool from May 2024 to current.

Q34.	Please advise how many credit card transactions were made in 2023/2024 FY and 2024/2025 FYTD towards rates accounts payments?

Q35.	Please advise by suburb how many rates accounts were established across Brisbane in 2023-2024 FY and 2024-2025 FYTD, broken down by each rating category (1 – 36).

Q36.	How much money has been donated to the Lord Mayor’s Charitable Trust during the 2024-2025 FYTD through the rates donation option?

Q37.	Please advise the total number of bus services each month which have been cancelled due to staff availability since September 2024 to current.

Q38.	Please list the 20 dates of 2024 which had had the highest number of bus services cancelled – please provide date, and number of cancelled services.

Q39.	Please list the 10 bus routes which had the highest number of services cancelled each month from September 2024 to December 2024, per below table. Note: Rank of 1 being highest number of cancellations

	
	SEP
	OCT
	NOV
	DEC

	Rank
	Route
	No. Svces
	Route
	No. Svces
	Route
	No. Svces
	Route
	No. Svces

	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	




RISING OF COUNCIL:		6.02pm.


PRESENTED:						and CONFIRMED








	
						     CHAIR

Council officers in attendance:

Victor Tan (Council and Committee Coordinator)
Dorian Maruda (A/Senior Council and Committee Officer)
Don Reid (A/Senior Council and Committee Officer)
Ethan Van Roo Douglas (Policy Advisor)
Billy Peers (Personal Support Officer to the Lord Mayor and Council Orderly)


[4755 (Ordinary) Meeting – 4 February 2025]





[4755 (Ordinary) Meeting – 4 February 2025]

image1.jpeg




image3.png




image2.jpeg
BRISBANE CITY

Dedicated to a better Brisbane




